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A PRAYER  
AS YOU START THIS JOURNEY 

 
 

Merciful God, 
we thank you for this person 

whom you have sought after in many ways. 
You have called them today 

from darkness to light 
from error to truth 
from death to life 

and they have answered you. 
 

Grant grace to them and bless them. 
Raise them by your Spirit. 
Revive them by your word. 
Form them by your hand. 

Bring them to the water of life 
that with all your people 

they may bear witness to your grace 
and praise you forever 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen.



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A r e  y o u  R e a d y  t o  J ump  I n ?  

We are so excited for you! The fact that you are reading 
this guide shows that God is moving in your heart, and you 
wish to respond. This guide will prepare you for, one of the 
most meaningful and powerful mile markers in your faith 
journey! 

You may be wondering what the big deal is? Well, 
throughout the Old Testament water was used throughout 
many rituals as a symbol of cleansing. The early followers 
of Jesus continued this Jewish symbol by submerging 
someone after they had begun to follow and believed in the 
way of Jesus. 

Humans are infected with a kind of spiritual cancer that 
the Bible calls sin, which naturally bends our heart away 
from God, and toward selfishness. Sin brings all kinds of 
vandalism into God’s good world. This force is so powerful 
that we cannot escape its pull or its resulting effect on our 

 

 

own life. But, God has plans to restore the whole world to 
its original goodness. We need God’s grace to save us from 
our vandal hearts so we can participate in this work. 

Jesus is God himself on a rescue mission to save us, and his 
good world, from the effects of sin. Jesus’ life showed us 
how to live in harmony with God, his good world, and 
others. Jesus’ death disarmed the power that sin had over 
human hearts through forgiveness, allowing us to live as he 
intended us. And Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 
initiated the restored world that all creation is headed 
toward.  

When we put our faith in Jesus’ work for us and in us, God 
gives us a new heart and a clean start. God’s very Spirit 
comes to reside in us, enabling us to partner with God’s 
work to restore what is broken in us, in others, and in the 
whole world. What grace! 

Baptism is a symbol of all of this work. We act out the 
death of Jesus when we descend into the water and declare 
that we too are somehow dead to who we were, what 
wrong we have done, and all the consequences that came 
with it.  

When we come up out of the water, we act out the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead, and somehow become 
alive to the restored world that God is in process of 
repairing. In this way we participate in our own death and 
resurrection in advance by claiming Jesus’ death and 
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resurrection as our own, and start living in God’s restored 
world in advance. 

Baptism is also a public declaration of a new life 
participating with God’s redemption plan. Many friends 
and family often come to witness the event. So, God can 
use your baptism and your story to lead other people into 
this new life you have found. Let’s start praying for them! 

 

Here is a small devotional to help you prepare your heart 
for baptism.   

 

Bap t i sm :  Wha t  I s  I t ?  

Please read the following Scriptures to prepare 

Why get Baptized?  

• Matthew 28:19-20 

• Matthew 3:13-17 

 

According to these scriptures, what is your 
understanding as to why someone gets baptized?  

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

 

 

____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

Who gets Baptized?  

• Acts 2:36-38  

 

According to this scripture, what is your understanding 
as to what qualifies someone for baptism? 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

What is Baptism?  

• Romans 6:3-4  

 

According to this scripture, what is your understanding as 
to what baptism symbolizes?  

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
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Here is a sum up of the symbols of our baptism today: 

When we enter the tank: we leave behind who we 
were. 

The Water: The cleansing of God’s grace from the 
wrong we have done.   

Total immersion beneath the water: We claim 
Jesus’ death for our own and are buried like he was in the 
tomb. 

Raised out of the water: We claim Jesus’ resurrection 
into the new restored world in advance. 

Leave tank:  We are now full participants in God’s 
restoration plan for the world. 

 
 

 
Prayer: God thank you for your amazing grace! 

 

 
 
 
 

WHY DO WE BAPTIZE? 
 
 

 

Go i n g  P u b l i c  W i t h  Y o u r  F a i t h  

Let’s be clear that baptism is not mandatory for God’s 
grace and new life. Someone does not need baptism in 
order to be forgiven. But Jesus asked us to do it as a way of 
solidifying what already has been done in us. And that in 
itself is a way of experiencing God’s grace even more. And 
when we experience God’s grace, we change. 

This is why baptism is a major mile marker on the faith 
journey. It ensures that we don’t get stuck by the side of the 
road as we travel toward faith maturity. When our faith is 
private, it is easy to keep living in the broken ways that 
prevent us from experiencing God’s freedom. But when we 
go public and own our faith before our community, it 
becomes a stake of commitment in the ground. God 
honors our faith with more grace for living in freedom. 

As Jesus said in Matthew 10:32, we are to confess, or tell 
everyone about God’s gift of new life in us. So going public 



Jump In 

 

Here is a sum up of the symbols of our baptism today: 

When we enter the tank: we leave behind who we 
were. 

The Water: The cleansing of God’s grace from the 
wrong we have done.   

Total immersion beneath the water: We claim 
Jesus’ death for our own and are buried like he was in the 
tomb. 

Raised out of the water: We claim Jesus’ resurrection 
into the new restored world in advance. 

Leave tank:  We are now full participants in God’s 
restoration plan for the world. 

 
 

 
Prayer: God thank you for your amazing grace! 

 

 
 
 
 

WHY DO WE BAPTIZE? 
 
 

 

Go i n g  P u b l i c  W i t h  Y o u r  F a i t h  

Let’s be clear that baptism is not mandatory for God’s 
grace and new life. Someone does not need baptism in 
order to be forgiven. But Jesus asked us to do it as a way of 
solidifying what already has been done in us. And that in 
itself is a way of experiencing God’s grace even more. And 
when we experience God’s grace, we change. 

This is why baptism is a major mile marker on the faith 
journey. It ensures that we don’t get stuck by the side of the 
road as we travel toward faith maturity. When our faith is 
private, it is easy to keep living in the broken ways that 
prevent us from experiencing God’s freedom. But when we 
go public and own our faith before our community, it 
becomes a stake of commitment in the ground. God 
honors our faith with more grace for living in freedom. 

As Jesus said in Matthew 10:32, we are to confess, or tell 
everyone about God’s gift of new life in us. So going public 



Jump In 

 

is an important step of faith that Thrive Church wants to 
celebrate with you. 

 

Baby  Ded i c a t i o n  o r  Baby  Bap t i sm?  

Throughout the history of Christianity the question of, 
“Should infants be baptized?” has been highly debated. 
Contrary to popular opinion and many good Christian 
churches, baptizing infants is not a practice found in the 
Scriptures.   

Baptism is for those who want to ‘acknowledge’ their faith 
in Christ, and faith in Christ is a personal choice—
regardless of how a person was raised.   

A parent’s responsibility is simply to lovingly raise their 
children to the best of their abilities, teach and model the 
ways of God and show them who the person of Christ is in 
their life.   

A person who wants to be baptized should be of an age 
where they are capable of making that decision on their 
own—therefore, the age can vary from person to person.   

Some children as young as age 7 can understand the 
Message of Jesus quite thoroughly, while others may not 
understand it until age 13 or 14.   

It is very important for a child or preteen to have an 
opportunity to “make their faith their own” and have the 

 

 

memory of getting baptized in their minds for the rest of 
their life.   

At Thrive Church, we do practice infant ‘dedication’, 
which is a way that parents can acknowledge their 
responsibility publicly and be held accountable by our 
church community.   

The dedication is really more for the parents than the 
child, since we want to see the child make their decision to 
follow Christ on their own one day.   

 

Bap t i sm :  Wh y  d o  i t ?  

Please read the following Scriptures to prepare 

Why Go Public? 

• Revelation 12:10-11 

According to this scripture, why is going public with 
your faith important? 

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
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What Happens When I Go Public? 

• Matthew 5:14-16 

According to this verse, what is a result of going public 
with your faith? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

HOW IS IT DONE? 
 
 

 
 

C l o t h i n g  

Items that you will need to bring with you: 

1. A pair of shorts  
2. A dark colored plain T-shirt to be 

baptized in.   
3. Dry clothes to change back into  
4. A bath towel  
5. A plastic bag for your wet clothes 
6. This guide so you can record important 

names, times, and dates.  
 

P r o c e d u r e  

Prior to the experience, you will be shown where to change 
your clothes and instructed on when baptism will happen 
during the experience.   
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When it is your time to be baptized, you will enter the 
water. Remember, when you are about to be baptized, 
keep your body rigid, bend your knees, and drop straight 
back and down.  

The person who will baptize you (which can be any person 
that has been baptized and has served as your spiritual 
leader) will put one arm behind you, and grasp your 
clasped hands in front of you, ask you two questions: 

1. Have you received Jesus as your savior? 
2. Do you plan to follow him the rest of your days? 

Then they will say: 

“I now baptize you in the name of the Father,  

the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” 

They will dunk you straight down until you are totally 
immersed, then bring you back up—and the applause 
erupts!!!!   

 

I n v i t a t i o n s   

Inviting key people in your life to your baptism is a great 
opportunity to allow God to work through your life. You 
can send invitations out to your friends and family and to 
those close to you who have not yet entered God’s story or 
crossed the line of faith in Jesus Christ. Most of them 
should be honored that you think enough of them to invite 
them to this special occasion. Pray for your friends, that 
they would accept your invitation to attend, and that God 

 

 

would speak to them during the service and that they 
would respond to Him. 

 

Ce r t i f i c a t e s   

You will receive a “Made New” T-shirt on the day of your 
baptism. 

 

Do ’ s  a n d  D o n ’ t s  

• Do be careful entering  
the baptismal. 

• Don’t cannon ball into  
the tank. 

 

• Do choose dark clothing for 
baptism. 

• Don’t fill your pockets with 
Alka-Seltzer tablets. 

• Do make sure you give your 
friends and family sopping 
wet hugs. 

• Don’t forget your towel. 

• Do make sure family can get 
pictures. 

• Don’t forget to take your 
phone out of your pocket. 

• Do make sure that you bring 
this guide with you. 

• Don’t hold this guide as you 
go under. 
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MY STORY 
 
 

T h r e e  I n g r e d i e n t s  

It is important that you are able to communicate your 
story. This section will help you break your story up 
into three major sections and then write it all together 
as one story. 

Here are the three ingredients of your story: 

1.  Before—life before you became  
     a Christ follower 

2.  How—the path you took to become 
     a Christ follower 

3.  After—the changes in your new life 

Let’s work on these three sections separately before 
you try to compile it into one story. First before: 

Let’s Work on the “Before” 

BEFORE: My attitudes, needs, and problems 
before I received Christ... Include both the positive 
and negative aspects of your life.   

 

 

 

For example:   

• The positive may be your desire to excel, 
concern for others, hard worker, raised in 
a good home, etc.   

• The negative aspects might be that you 
were selfish, greedy, or had a bad temper.   

Be real.  The struggles you experienced help others who 
are having similar challenges in their lives to relate with 
you. 

 

 

Now Write it Out 

My life revolved around, and I gained 
happiness and security from... Use an example 
from your personal life here. For instance, did your 
security come from money, your relationships, etc? 
Remember, avoid being overly sensational.  Write out 
your thoughts here… 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
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How did this disappoint me?   
How was this unfulfilling? How did you come to realize 
this? What were you struggling with (if anything) just 
before you received Christ? Write out your thoughts 
here… 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Now Let’s Work on the “How” 

HOW: the events prior to your decision to follow 
Jesus, how you heard about Jesus, and the story of 
your response. 

Share the good news in your story.  Tell how you realized 
you have a sinful, broken nature, how you realized a need 
for God’s forgiveness, and how you invited God into your 
life. This is an opportunity to explain to others how to 
become a follower of Jesus. 

How I Received Christ … This part of your 
personal testimony is where you come to the transition 
in your life, where God's work begins to become evident 
in you. Remember to follow the same guidelines as 
before. 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

 

 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

When and how did I first hear about Christ? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

What we  re my struggles just before I received 
Christ? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

What happened when I received Christ and 
how did my attitude begin to change, and why? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
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Finally, Let’s work on the “After” 
 
AFTER: Name two or three big transformation in 
your life since becoming a follower of Jesus and 
how you are now more enabled to participate with 

God as he restores what is broken in you, others, 
and the world.    

• Make it sound conversational;  
use informal vocabulary.   

• Use “I” and “we”, not “you”.   
Share, don’t preach. 

• Share humorous situations if they were a part of 
your life. 

• Simplify, avoid wordiness, and get  
directly to the point. 

• Use the name of people who were a part of your 
decision. 

 

Since I Received Christ … When giving a personal 
testimony, many people concentrate on the sin they had 
before they received Christ - even the sensationalism. 
However, an effective testimony focuses not on our sin, but 
on the work of the Holy Spirit in us, so that Jesus Christ 
takes center stage.  
It is at this point that your testimony should begin to shine.  

 

 

 

What happened after I received Christ? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

How has my life changed, and when did I 
notice that change? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

How am I motivated differently now? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

How has my life changed, and when did I 
notice that change? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

How am I motivated differently now? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 



Jump In 

 

Review Your Work 
 
Go through what you have written and make sure all 
sentences and phrases flow properly. When you review it, 
ask yourself the following questions:  

! Does this read like a story?  
! Is it disjointed? Does it make sense?  
! Can I read this out loud in 3 to 4 minutes?  
! Have I exaggerated?  
! Did I give God enough credit for the change in 

my life?  

 

 

Once you finish your edits, take time to review and 
memorize your story, and begin sharing it with others.  

 
Now write out your entire personal testimony, as you 
would speak it to an individual or before a crowd. Doing 
this will help you clarify your thoughts even further. Use 
the next page to record your testimony. 
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memorize your story, and begin sharing it with others.  

 
Now write out your entire personal testimony, as you 
would speak it to an individual or before a crowd. Doing 
this will help you clarify your thoughts even further. Use 
the next page to record your testimony. 

 

 

MY  S TORY  

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 



Jump In 

 

 
 
 
RECORD THE DAY 
 

I M P O R T A N T  I N F O  

Today’s Date: 
________________________________________ 

Who Baptized Me: 
________________________________________ 

What was the Teaching about? 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

What Songs did We sing?  

1. ___________________________________ 
2. ___________________________________ 
3. ___________________________________ 
4. ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Did God impress a word, feeling, or picture that spoke 
to me? 
____________________________________________
______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

I M P O R T A N T  P E O P L E  

We encourage you to get signatures of those you invited to 
witness the event, those who were baptized with you, and 
those who did the baptizing. Ask them to sign their name 
and write a small note of encouragement for your faith. 

 
  



Jump In 
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and write a small note of encouragement for your faith. 

 
  



THE END. . .
AND THE BEGINNING






