
Applying Bible Principles
What does it require to serve the Lord? Some might answer that it takes the great ability
to do so. Others might think that it takes lots of money. Still, others might conclude that it
takes a tremendous knowledge of the Scriptures to be the right kind of servant of the
most high God.
But what does it really take? The primary ingredient is not talent, money, or Bible
knowledge. The primary ingredient to serve the Lord is simply being available. 
In chapter 6 of John’s gospel, there is a remarkable account of availability. In fact, it’s the
only miracle recorded by all four gospels, but only John gives the interpretation. You
probably remember the story. More than 5,000 people were present to hear Jesus teach,
to watch him in action, to experience first-hand his life-changing presence. The disciples
suggested that Jesus send the people away so they could go find something to eat. 
And right there on the spot, Jesus gives a test to Philip by asking where they could buy
bread for the people. Philip very quickly calculates the cost and concludes that such an
expense is beyond the realm of possibility. Andrew does a little better in finding a young
boy with five pieces of bread and two fish. But he concentrates on the few that could be
fed from this meager lunch.
Ken Gire, in his book, Incredible Moments with the Savior, writes: What Philip and Andrew
don’t see is that impossible situations are not solved by how much we have in our purses
or in our baskets. Not by how adequate our bank account or how abundant our assets.
Impossibilities are solved by miracles — pennies from heaven. And Jesus had a pocketful.
That is where the disciples were to go to get bread.
Jesus turns to the boy. He doesn’t have much. And what he has isn’t the best. It’s the food
of the poor: bread made from barley, not wheat; salted-down sardines, not lamb chops.
But what he has is enough. For the surrender of a child and the compassion of a Savior are
all that’s needed for this miracle.
The primary ingredient to serve the Lord is not talent, money or Bible knowledge. The
primary ingredient to serve the Lord is simply being available. Just as that nameless lad
was in Jesus’ day. Available. 
1 Corinthians 4:2 says, “. . . it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.” All of
us are stewards of what God has entrusted to us, so this passage applies directly to us.
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Gathering Table News

Gloria Dei has had a long history of giving and caring for others with our
Food Pantry and Gathering Table (former Children’s Memorial).
Members of Gloria Dei help serve lunch on the 2nd Saturday of each
month. The community is most grateful for a warm meal, a clothing
closet, and a small food pantry. 
We need your help! Please consider coming to serve a time or two
from 9:00 am-12:00 pm. We have a full kitchen, so the meal is usually
made. Volunteers help warm it and serve. Please contact Kitty Long to
schedule a time that works for you. bobkatjr@sbcglobal.net 816-392-
0860

As you know, Harvesters is low
on food. Gathering Table could
use gift cards to Aldi or Price

Chopper to fill in what we need
for meals. If you are a Thrivent
member, there is also $250

grant/gift card that you can apply
for to keep heat on and other
needs. Contact Kitty Long for

more information. 
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Souper Bowl of Caring

Help us put an end to Hunger. 

Please bring nonperishable

food items to help stock our

pantry shelves. 

This opportunity will continue

until  Feb. 12th. 

Thanks!!!!
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Outreach Meeting

Outreach will meet on the first Sunday,
February 5, 2023, after church in the

Adult Sunday School room.

Kansas City
Chiefs 

vs
Philadelphia

Eagles



March 1st---Soup and Desserts

March 8th---Your favorite Hot Dish

 and Dessert 

March 15th—Tacos and Dessert 

March 22nd—Pizza and Dessert 

March 29th—Breakfast for Dinner

Lent begins on Feb. 22nd with Ash
Wednesday Service at 7 pm. This

year theme will be “Listening to God
through Psalms. Each week will focus

on a Psalm. We will once again be
doing the Holden Evening

Prayer.Starting on March 1st we will
gather for a fellowship meal in the
fellowship hall at 6pm. A sign-up

sheet will be available Feb. 5 with
them menu and items needed. 
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Are you interested in getting together to share scripture time? I want to offer

this opportunity to the folks here at Gloria Dei starting in April to study

together and watch the “The Chosen” series.

The Chosen” is a crowd-funded television series about the life of Jesus Christ,

created by Dallas Jenkins. The show follows Jesus as he begins his ministry,

performs miracles, and teaches the principles that would later become the

foundation of Christianity. The series is notable for its unique storytelling style,

which combines historical and biblical accounts with fictional elements to

create a compelling and immersive viewing experience. The show has

received widespread praise for its acting, production values, and faithful

portrayal of the biblical narrative.

 

If you are interested, please visit Pastor Edd. This group would meet once a

month, beginning with a lite meal, fellowship, and then study time together.



Welcome 

Jo Ellen Witt 
who joined Gloria Dei Lutheran Church on Jan. 22nd. 

February 2023

NEWSLETTER
NEW MEMBER



February 2023


