
Applying Bible Principles The Apostle Paul was a most interesting character whose
life almost jumps off the pages of the Bible. He was converted to Christ on the
road to Damascus and personified the change described in 2 Corinthians 5:17

that comes to a believer in Christ as “everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new.” Even his name changed from Saul of Tarsus to Paul.

That change did not bring with it a life of ease, comfort and pleasure. To the
contrary, consider a few of the problems Paul listed in 2 Corinthians 11: Five times
he was beaten with 39 stripes; he was shipwrecked three times; he spent at least

24 hours lost at sea; he listed perils of waters, robbers, his countrymen, the
Gentiles, the city, the wilderness, and false brethren. And if that weren’t enough,

he was burdened with the care of all the churches. As a result, the mighty Apostle
Paul spent his time telling everyone he could about all of his problems so that

people would feel sorry for him. Over and over, he repeated his litany as part of
his solicitation for offerings. Right? Wrong! In all of his writings, he mentions these

difficulties only twice. Here’s his testimony: “Not that I am referring to being in
need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I have” (Phil. 4:11). One

translation uses the word “state” instead of “circumstances.” The Apostle wasn’t
talking about New York, Michigan, or Florida when he referred to “state.” Not at all.

He was speaking of his condition. Whatever God sent his way, he was content.
When he was hungry. When he was thirsty. When he didn’t have adequate

clothing. When he was beaten for the sake of the Gospel. When he was
persecuted. In light of all of his problems and difficulties, how could he say that
he was “content”? Several answers to that question come to mind, including this
one two verses later (Phil. 4:13) in which he described his relationship with Christ,

“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” In the final analysis, his
ability to be “content” was not dependent on his circumstances or his

possessions. His contentment was based on his relationship to Christ, on
pleasing Christ, on uplifting Christ, on glorifying Christ and on being strengthened
by Christ. Or to put it another way, he had learned what is really important in life,
just as he had learned what is really unimportant. Have you learned that lesson? If

so, you can say with Paul, “For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.”
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Graduation
A BIG THANK YOU to the congregation for their support over the last
five years as I completed my Master of Counseling Psychology degree
from Saint Mary University in Leavenworth, KS. I graduated on Dec.

17th, and thank you for your patience and willingness to let me
complete this degree. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN THE NEW YEAR.

A N N U A L  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  M E E T I N G

As we move into a New Year 2023, at our congregational meeting on January 22nd,
you will have the opportunity to join a planning task force for Gloria Dei. We look
to plan and determine our direction as a congregation serving the neighborhoods
here in the Northland. We will spend our time together to focus and plan what
the mission of Gloria Dei will be as we move forward. Please prayerfully consider

how you can be a part of our New Vision for Ministry. 



Prayer Shawls
Only seven shawls and blankets were given
away in 2022. Ten creations were blessed for
sharing. Many more are available, and many
more people need the warmth, loving feel,
and reminder of a wrap of yarn. Please
remember our ministry of sharing God’s love.

Ps A few may meet during Sunday school at
about 10 am to learn or share a stitch or
prayer. All are welcome.
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T H A N K  Y O U !

Thank you to my Gloria Dei family
for the calls, cards, and
memorials for my Mother, Bobbie
Nelson who died at the age of 97.
She lived a very productive life. I
want to add a special thank you
to Pastor Edd for his support. She
will be missed, but not forgotten.
~ Pam Kerns and family

O U T R E A C H
Outreach will not meet in
January.
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Annual Congregational Meeting
at 10:30 am.
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New Members
W E L C O M E ,  B I L L  &  L A U R A  C U S S I M A N I O

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN THE NEW YEAR.

Christmas Cantata



Cantata Breakfast
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Cantata Breakfast

C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L I N G

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN THE NEW YEAR.
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