
April: Praying for the Unreached in Europe and Russia

Europe and Russia have 445 unreached people groups with the largest being the Tatars
of Russia, with a population of 5.3 million. Many of the largest ethnic groups in Europe are
unreached; for instance only 0.2% of Slovenes are evangelicals and in Italy, where many
assume there is a Christian majority, only 1.6% of the population is evangelical.

After the growth of the Protestant movement and the Reformation in the early 1500s there
was a time of spiritual revival, but starting with the Enlightenment (18th century) and
escalating in the 1950s there has been a steep decline in Christianity and a growth of
secularism and humanism as well as other religions like Islam continue to grow.

Week One:
The Tatars are a group of Turkic people with sizable colonies in almost every republic of
Russia, as well as sects in Azerbaijan, Byelorussia, the Ukraine and the Central Asian
republics. There are some Tatars who have assimilated into cities but the majority still live in
rural areas where they practice a combination of Shamanism and Islam.

Unfortunately the Tatar’s view of Christianity has been scarred by the Russian Orthodox
church and its attempts to convert them through coercion, especially from the 1600-1800s
when many of their mosques were burned. Pray that the translation of the Bible into Tatar
would be completed, that the Tatar people would be receptive to the gospel, and that God
would be at work throughout Russia to bring  many to know Christ as their Lord and Savior.

“Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies come
cringing to you. All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your
name. Come and see what God has done; he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of
man.”--Psalm 66:3-4

Week Two:
The Slovene people have a population of almost 2 million and are in 17 countries including
Austria, Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden and the United Kingdom as well as in North and South America. This people group
can help us understand the religious landscape of Europe. While a large portion of the
Slovene people would claim to be Christain, only 0.2 % are actively practicing their faith and
sharing it with others.

Pray that Slovene believers would lead the charge in reaching their people with the hope of
the gospel and that there would be growth of true understanding for those who only have
a superficial knowledge of the gospel.



“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith–that you being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of
God.”-Ephesians 3:14-19

Week Three:
An interesting aspect of the religious landscape in Europe is the central location of the
Roman Catholic church in Italy. While up to 80% of Italians would consider themselves
Christian only about 2% would be considered evangelical. While there are some Roman
Catholics who are true believers, the majority are following a skewed gospel that focuses on
good works and adhering to tradition.

Pray that God would expose the lies that people have been following and that the true
gospel would be proclaimed, bringing hope and peace, where there has been division and
hurt from wrong teachings and scandals. Pray that people would see Jesus not just as a
good man but as Lord and Savior and that they would respond in faith and repentance.

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ
and are turning to a different gospel--not that there is another one, but there are some who
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As
we have said before, so now I say again: if anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the
one you received, let him be accursed.”--Galatians 1:6-9

Week Four:
Europe would mostly be considered post Christian and while people widely have access to
the Bible, the growth of secularism and humanism after the Enlightenment contributes to
a widespread lack of Biblical understanding. Pray that God would be at work through the
evangelical groups in Europe and that people would respond in repentance to the gospel.

For the most part young adults in Europe have a great need to understand the gospel and
its relevance to their lives. Pray that God would help people see the emptiness and lack of
hope that comes in living for themselves. Pray that missionaries in this area would be able
to overcome cultural obstacles and that they would be bold in sharing the fulfillment and
peace that comes in living for God.

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of
deep darkness, on them has light shone.”--Isaiah 9:2


