
 August: Praying for the Unreached in South Asia 

 Week One: 
 South Asia  includes Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the  Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
 Malaysia, Brunei and Sri Lanka. Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism are the major religions in 
 this area. 

 Praying for Indonesia:  Indonesia is a series of ~50  islands in the Pacific with a population of 
 ~280 million people. There is a blend of many indigenous people and religions, but Islam 
 and Hinduism have a strong influence, especially on the largest islands, which are Java, 
 Sumatra, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, and New Guinea. Along with rising political and religious 
 tensions, this area also regularly suffers from natural disasters, and over the last 20 years 
 over 200,000 people have died and millions have been displaced. 

 While there has been growth in the Christian church, with a population of ~33 million, 
 persecution against Christians has steadily risen over the last few years. Pray for the faithful 
 endurance of the believers in this area. Pray that the Church would be growing in depth, 
 that God would be equipping leaders in this area, and that continued work would be done 
 for widespread Scripture translation across Indonesia. Pray that the Church in Indonesia 
 would be living on mission and that as the nationals are equipped with the hope and truth 
 of the gospel they would be bold witnesses in their communities and nation. 

 Pray through 1 Peter 5:1-5 for the pastors and leaders of the Indonesian church. 

 Week Two: 
 The Shaikh people are the largest unreached people group  in the world  with a population 
 of ~240 million, 137 million of which live in Bangladesh. There is a substantial Muslim 
 majority and while there are some Christian churches there is a deficit of strong biblical 
 leadership. This leaves most believers with weak or shallow faith. Poverty also has a 
 stronghold on the country due to Bangladesh having few natural resources, a consistent 
 problem with floods and monsoons that regularly devastate the nation, and a political 
 situation that offers little hope. 

 Pray through Romans 8:18-30 for the Bangladesh believers.  Pray that they would endure 
 suffering well and would be encouraged and strengthened in Christ, remembering their 
 call. 

 Pray for the majority of the population that practices a type of folk Islam, for the 
 transformation of the government to serve the people instead of focusing on the concerns 
 of the wealthy minority, and that God would be at work in spreading the hope of the gospel 
 to hurting people.  Pray through Psalm 82:3-4 and 2  Corinthians 3:17-18. 

 More information can be found at joshuaproject.net, opendoors.org and Operation World. 



 Week Three: 
 India has a population of 1.4 billion people and is about 90% unreached with the majority of 
 the population practicing some type of Hinduism. The caste system also remains a major 
 issue, which feeds a cycle of poverty and oppression. Women and children suffer the most. 
 Of the 400 million children in India, up to 35 million are orphans and 11 million have been 
 abandoned. Around ⅔ of children suffer from physical abuse and many suffer sexual abuse 
 as well. Over 1 million young girls end up in prostitution each year and because of society’s 
 preference for male children many families kill or abandon female babies. Women also 
 have lower rates of literacy and education, and domestic abuse is a widespread problem. 

 There is much need for prayer for both political and social reform. Pray that the value of 
 human life would be recognized and protected. Praise God for the continued growth of the 
 underground church. Pray that as persecution intensifies God would raise up leaders to 
 strengthen the church to be a bold witness of the transformative power of the gospel. 

 Pray through Psalm 75 and James 1:27. 

 Week Four: 
 Sri Lanka is an island southeast of India with a population of around 22 million. Sri Lanka is 
 still recovering from and feels the effects of the exceptionally violent civil war which lasted 
 from 1983 to 2009. The country was also ravaged by a terrible tsunami in 2004. Over 100,000 
 lives were lost and over 900,000 people fled the country. The civil war was mainly between 
 the Sinhalese and Tamil people groups, but these tensions revealed a breakdown of the 
 culture of tolerance and non-violence that was known for centuries. 

 Sri Lanka is also a center of Buddhist beliefs and practices. This fostered peace and 
 welcomed refugees from India for a long time but, with the growth of Buddhist extremism, 
 the violent fallout of the civil war, the growth of Muslim practices, as well as the growth of 
 persecution against Christians, the country is more divided than ever before. Pray that God 
 would be at work to break the strongholds of Buddhism and Hinduism and that He would 
 bring many to saving knowledge of the gospel. Pray that God would do transformative 
 work in the lives of the Sri Lankan people, that He would give them peace that surpasses 
 understanding, and open their eyes to the hope that can be found in Christ alone. 

 Pray through Psalm 16 for the Sri Lankan people.  Pray  that God would open their eyes to 
 the truth and that they would find peace and hope in Him alone. Pray that God would 
 make known to them the path of life and that in His presence they would find the fullness 
 of joy and pleasures forevermore. 

 More information can be found at joshuaproject.net, opendoors.org and Operation World. 


