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Stewardship Day 1 
 

Reflecting on Stewardship 
 
Stewardship Month is ultimately a week-by-week effort for our church to reflect on the reality 
that we are called to make the most of our time until the Lord takes his children home. Below 
are seven daily devotions that help you reflect on your role as a steward. Please consider 
carefully each day’s devotion in sequence. 

 
Scripture Memory: Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time (or, literally, “redeeming the time”), because the days are evil. 

 
This passage of Scripture is particularly applicable to our world today. Today, along with the 
exploding information age and the gross national product which is an indication of our nation’s 
material blessing, the complexity of life has soared.  
 

  
 
1. What might these graphs suggest about the number of options existing today on which the 
believer can choose to spend his time and resources? 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What does Ephesians 5:15 command us to do?______________________________ 
 
3. How does one walk “wisely” according to Eph 5:16? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Redeeming the time means making the most of the opportunities of life. A wise man will not 
just fill his time but use his time for God’s purposes. To do that, believers must make sure that 
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they are choosing the activities that God would have them to choose. The resource of “time” is 
limited, consider the following. 
 

“I once read a thought-provoking article entitled, ‘If You Are 35, You Have 500 Days to Live.’ 
Its thesis was that when you subtract the time spent sleeping, working, tending to personal 
matters, hygiene, odd chores, medical matters, eating, traveling, and miscellaneous time-stealers, 
in the next thirty-six years you will have roughly the equivalent of only five hundred days left to 
spend as you wish. No wonder the Psalmist advised, ‘So teach us to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts to wisdom.’" -- When I Relax, I Feel Guilty, by Tim Hansel 

 
4. Describe specifically how a believer might be busy filling his time but not truly be using his 
time as a wise man would.  _______________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. As believers think about how best to spend their time on this earth, what should we remember 
in regard to our priorities according to Col. 1:21-22? 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. How may the priority mentioned in Col 1:21-22 be at least partially achieved in the faithful 
completion of this devotional guide? ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please do the next five lessons (principles of Stewardship) sequentially even if you miss a day. At the 
end of each lesson, there will be a request for you to record how you can specifically apply the truth you 
learned that day. An application from today’s lesson may be something like: 

 
 I will pray that God would help me faithfully do these devotions. 
 I will not fill my evening tonight with TV but use the time to have fun with family. 
 I will complete at least four out of seven devotional guide lessons this week to redeem my 

time. 
 

7. Please record a personal application in regard to becoming a better steward which you will do 
today or tomorrow. Please keep your application, specific, achievable, and measureable. 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
8. Pray that God will help you to live out these stewardship concepts. 

Discuss ways you spend your time. Are you really using your time for God or just filling your 
time? Ask you parents to help you answer this question. 
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Stewardship Day 2 

DEFINING STEWARDSHIP 
 
Scripture Memory: Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and 
he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 
 
Scripture Review: Eph 5:15-16 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time (or, literally, “redeeming the time”), because the days are evil. 
 

Redeeming the time begins with understanding what God has required of us as human beings on this 
earth. We cannot redeem the time if we are not functioning according His purpose. A prevalent 
concept in the Bible refers to believers as “Stewards.” In understanding and being a faithful steward 
we will be redeeming our time. This lesson focuses on the definition of a steward. Throughout the 
next five days we will be studying Luke 16:1-13. Please take a moment and read that passage now. 

 

1. According to Luke 16:1-2 what do you observe about the role of the individual in this passage 
referred to as a “steward”? 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 What is a steward? 
Often people in our generation think of a steward as a bus boy in a restaurant or a porter in a 
hotel. These notions tend to indicate that a steward is someone with little authority or 
accountability. It is important for us to note that the current notion of a steward and the Biblical 
definition of a steward are radically different 
 
In Bible times, because of limited means of travel, householders (men who owned large farms 
or livestock) would often be gone from their land for long periods of time. In their absence, they 
would appoint one of their servants to manage the business. This person was responsible for his 
master’s household and was to consistently manage it just as the householder would if he were 
there. This important position was described as a “steward.”  

 How do you define biblical stewardship? 

 
STEWARDSHIP: God-given Responsibility with Accountability 

 

 
As Christians, God has called us “stewards.” We do not choose to become stewards, we are 
stewards! The question is, “What kind of steward are you?” These studies will be geared to 
helping us become better stewards. 
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2. Although stewardship was a specific “job” position in the New Testament culture, stewardship is 
not just limited to that time period. From the beginning of creation every human being was 
essentially to be a steward. How does Genesis 1:26-31 indicate this? 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. God’s Word says in 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad.” How is this verse consistent with the concept of “stewardship”? 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. In the definition of stewardship, the term “responsible” is used of humans. When God created 
Adam in the Garden of Eden, God made him responsible for certain tasks. An individual cannot 
please God if he is not functioning responsibly in the tasks God has given him. How do the 
following make it easy for us to be irresponsible? 

 
Our own desires:  __________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our society:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. List responsibilities in which you are currently pleasing the Lord. 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. List responsibilities in which you need to grow. 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Please record a personal application which you can do today or tomorrow regarding becoming a 

better steward. 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Pray that God will help you to live out these stewardship concepts. 

 

1. Name some of the things God has given to you. 
 _____________________________________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you need to do in order to be a good steward of those things? 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
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Stewardship Day 3 

First Factor of Stewardship 
 
Scripture Memory: Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and 
he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 
 
Scripture Review: Eph 5:15-16 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time (or, literally, “redeeming the time”), because the days are evil. 

Yesterday, we gave a definition of stewardship as “God-given responsibility with accountability.” 
Today, we want to identify the first of four distinct characteristics of stewardship so that we can 
better understand this important concept. 

Please Read Luke 16-1-13 

1. What evidence in the text suggest that all that the steward had belonged to his master? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. This passage is a parable--An early story illustrating a divine truth. As you think about the 
Master/Steward relationship in this parable who is intended to come to mind as the Master? 
____________. The steward? _________________ 

 

3. What does verse three imply about what the steward would have, and, be able to do without the 
Master? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As we think through this passage and the observations above, we must come to the inescapable 
conclusion that . . . 

 
I. God Owns Everything and I Own Nothing. 

 
 
4. Another Biblical passage that illustrates this point is found in Job 1:13-22. Job lost his material 
wealth, his servants, and his children in this passage. In verse 20-22 the Bible states the following. 
 

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and 
worshiped. And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return 
there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.” 
Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God. 
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5. Because God owns everything, what “rights” did Job recognize that God had with His 
possessions? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. How did Job show that he truly believed and understood the first principle of stewardship? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Name some things that God has given you. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What are some characteristics of a person who recognizes that God owns everything and he/she 
owns nothing? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Please record a personal application as to how your belief in the first principle of stewardship will 
cause you to act/think differently today or tomorrow. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. Pray that God will help you to live out these stewardship concepts. 

1. What are some good things that you have? 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Do you have trouble sharing some of those good things? Which ones? With whom do you have 
trouble sharing? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Stewardship Day 4 

Second Factor of Stewardship 
 
Scripture Memory: Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and  
he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 
 
Scripture Review: Eph 5:15-16 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time (or, literally, “redeeming the time”), because the days are evil. 

 

On Day 3 we learned the first factor of stewardship. Please write that factor in the space below. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Today we will discuss the second factor of stewardship. . . 

 

 
II. God Entrusts Me With Everything I Have. 

 

 

Please Read Luke 16:1-13 again. 

1. What had the master entrusted to the steward? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. For what reasons, do you suppose, did the master do this? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The master in this passage entrusted his possessions to the steward. Notice that the master did not 
give his possessions to the steward for the steward to keep for himself. The master did this for a 
short time period for the steward to guard and keep secure. Just like the master in this parable, God 
entrusts His possession to us to use. 
 
3. What does the word “entrust” communicate that “given” does not. (i.e. Contrast the word 
“entrust” with the word “given”? What are the differences?) 
________________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________  
 
4. What ways do you act like you have been simply “given” gifts by God as opposed to “entrusted” 
with gifts from God. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. We don’t, necessarily, know why God chooses to entrust His precious possessions to fallible 
humans, however, He does. And, He expects us to be faithful in the use of His possessions. Think 
about characteristics of someone whom you would trust with your possessions. Write out 5 of these 
characteristics below. Next to these, rate yourself, as to how well you exemplify these qualities in 
regard to your stewardship of God’s possessions. 
 
a. ____________________________ 1 2 3 4 (1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=always) 
b. ____________________________ 1 2 3 4 (1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=always) 
c. ____________________________ 1 2 3 4 (1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=always) 
d. ____________________________ 1 2 3 4 (1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=always) 
e. ____________________________ 1 2 3 4 (1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=always) 
 
6. Please record a personal application as to how you will act/think differently today or tomorrow 
because God has entrusted you with everything you have. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Pray that God will help you to live out these stewardship concepts. 
 
 

1. Have you ever loaned anything to someone else? What would you think if that person didn’t 
take care of that item properly? 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. List some things that God has “loaned” you. 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are some things you can be doing to take better care of the things He has loaned you? 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



10 
 

Stewardship Day 5 

Third Factor of Stewardship 
Scripture Memory: Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and  
he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 
 
Scripture Review: Eph 5:15-16 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time (or, literally, “redeeming the time”), because the days are evil. 

Review 
From memory (if possible), write down the first two factors of stewardship: 
I.  ___________________________________________________________________________  
II.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

The third factor of stewardship is this: 

 
III. I can either increase or decrease what God has given me. 

God wants me to increase it. 
 

Read Luke 16:1-13 

1. According to verse 1 what had the steward been doing with his master’s possessions? What 
should he have been doing? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

The steward was not faithful in his area of responsibility. His squandered his master’s possessions. 
To increase as stewards, we must become more faithful in our given areas of responsibility. 

 

2. At first the Master was upset with the steward but latter he commended the steward in Luke 16:1-
13. For what did the master commend the steward (v. 8)? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

The praise of his master in this case seems a little misplaced doesn’t it?! However, Christ was trying 
to make a point that a good steward would use his gifts and possessions for future spiritual benefit. 
Read below an explanation of this passage from the Bible Knowledge Commentary. Discuss what 
you learn with your family. 

 
 At the beginning of the parable the rich man viewed his manager as irresponsible rather than 

dishonest (16:2). The manager was fired. But then, in order to make friends who might later hire him, 
the ex-manager charged the rich man’s two debtors less than what they actually owed—400 instead of 
800 gallons of olive oil, and 800 instead of 1,000 bushels of wheat. The manager’s thinking was 
reflected in his statement, When I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses (v. 4). 

 When the rich man heard what he had done, he commended the dishonest manager because he 
had acted shrewdly. The dishonest manager had not done a good thing. But he had been careful to 
plan ahead, using material things to insure a secure future. Jesus was not teaching that His disciples 
should be dishonest. He was teaching that they should use material things for future spiritual 
benefit. This was a good lesson from a bad example. 
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 The disciples, “the people of the light” (cf. 11:33-36; Eph. 5:8), should act in a shrewd (wise, not 
dishonest) manner. Jesus plainly taught that the people of light should use worldly wealth (Luke 
16:9). In verse 9 Jesus was saying that one is to use wealth, not store it up or be a servant of it. Wealth 
should be a disciple’s servant, not vice versa. The disciples were to use wealth to gain friends, the 
same reason the dishonest manager used the rich man’s wealth. The disciples would then be 
welcomed into eternal dwellings. The disciples’ wise use of wealth would help lead others to believe 
the message of the kingdom and bring them to accept that message. 

 
3. List ways in which you can use your responsibilities, gifts, and possession for others spiritual 
benefit 
 

Area How to use for others’ spiritual benefit 

Responsibility as a spouse 
(if single, responsibility in 
friendships) 

 

Wealth/possessions 
 
 

 

Job/Education 
 
 

 

Talents/Time 
 
 

 

 
Consider the following. . . “My wife Jeanne and I once dined with a rich man from a blueblood 
Boston family, and I asked him, ‘How in the world did you grow up in the midst of such wealth and 
not be consumed by materialism?’ His answer: ‘My parents taught us that everything in our home 
was either an idol or a tool.’ So how do you view your possessions? “ -- Howard Hendricks 
 
4. When we are faithful with the little things that God has entrusted to us, what will He do (vv. 10-
12).  

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Please record a personal application as to how you will act/think differently today or tomorrow 
because you are to become more faithful in your stewardship. 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Pray that God will help you to live out these stewardship concepts. 
 

With your parents’ help, list 2 responsibilities you have and how you can increase or decrease in those 
areas. 
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Stewardship Day 6 

Fourth Factor of Stewardship 
Scripture Memory: Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and  
he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 
 
Scripture Review: Eph 5:15-16 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time (or, literally, “redeeming the time”), because the days are evil. 

Review 
From memory (if possible), write down the first three factors of stewardship. 
I.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
II.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
III.  __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The fourth and final factor of stewardship is this: 

IV. God Can Call You into Account at Any Time. 
 
By now you should be really familiar with the parable in Luke 16:1-13. Have someone in your 
family recount the story to you or read it again right now please. 
 
1. How did this parable demonstrate that the steward was called into account at a time when he did 
not expect to be called into account? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What were the consequences of his poor account? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The steward in this case lost his stewardship. At the judgment seat of Christ, when we will 
ultimately give an account, we will gain reward or loose reward based upon how faithful we have 
been as a steward. However, poor stewardship may also result in unexpected consequences here and 
now on earth! God’s calling you into account may be letting you suffer some loss here on earth! List 
some consequences of poor stewardship in the following areas. 
 

Area Consequences of Poor Stewardship 

Job/Education/ 
Talents 

 
 

Money/Time  
 

Spouse 
(friendships) 

 
 

Children  
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4. If the steward would have been thinking about giving an account at any time, how might this have 
affected his stewardship? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The steward in this parable also was probably thinking that his master would not find out about his 
behavior. However, the master did know. He heard about the steward’s unfaithfulness. Sometimes 
we, like the steward, do not think that God will know about some of our unfaithfulness and therefore 
He will not call us into account. Read the following story and discuss it with your family. 
 
 

 Columnist Bob Green of the Chicago Tribune has a theory about what's wrong with the 
world. He blames it on what he calls the "Death of The Permanent Record." He recalls that 
grade-school children once lived in fear of having their bad behavior noted on The Permanent 
Record. Because of this, people learned in their youth to stop before they did something deceitful 
or unethical. They didn't stop because they were so good but for fear of having their actions 
written down.  

 Today, according to Bob Green, people have come to the conclusion that there is no such 
thing as a permanent record. In fact, they believe no one has a right to keep track. Green says that 
with today's emphasis on our rights to privacy, if a school child were ever threatened with 
something going on his permanent record, he would probably file suit under the Freedom of 
Information Act and gain possession of his files before recess.  

 Behind Green's humor is an excellent point. Where there is no fear of a lasting record, 
people tend to do what they think they can get away with. The problem for mankind, however, is 
that a permanent record does exist -- and it is kept by God. Revelation 20 declares that one day 
"books" will be opened. 

 
5. Write down at least one specific action you will do today or tomorrow that reflects you believe 
Christ can call you into account at any moment. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Pray that God will help you to live out these stewardship concepts. 

1. If Jesus called you into account today, what “bad things” would He find in your life? 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What “good things” would He find?  
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Stewardship Day 7 

Review  
Please read James 1:25 below. 

James 1:25. “But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by 
it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in 
what he does.” 

Becoming doers of the Word is God’s desire for each believer. Being only hearers of the Word 
results in believers thinking of themselves more “spiritual” than they actually are--they have 
become “deluded”(James 1:22). Please read down through the applications you marked from each 
day’s lesson. Review and discuss the lessons you learned this past week. Check the box if you 
have completed the application which you wrote down. Thank God for giving you the strength 
and grace to be a doer of the Word, or ask Him to help you to do what you planned to do. 

 

 TRAINING IN TRUTH 

 Day 1:____________________________________________________________ 

 Day 2:____________________________________________________________ 

 Day 3:_________________________________________________________ 

 Day 4:___________________________________________________________ 

 Day 5:_____________________________________________________________ 

 Day 6:___________________________________________________________ 
 

Please write out your Scripture memory verses from these five six days below 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please fill in the following blanks 
Stewardship: God given _____________________ with ____________________ 
First Factor: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Second Factor: _________________________________________________________________ 
Third Factor: __________________________________________________________________ 
Fourth Factor: _________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 


