
April: Walking Steadfastly

Week One:

In James 1:2-4we are told that we can “count it all joy” when wemeet trials of
various kinds because the trials produce steadfastness or perseverance in us.
This joy stems from the knowledge that trials purify or refine our faith and
give us the capacity to endure in the face of difficulty.

There are a variety of trials or seasons of suffering that you have or will face in
this life, but God gives us the hope and peace that He is using these
circumstances to conform us to the image of Christ.

Read and pray through James 1:2-4 and 1 Peter 1:6-7. Pray that God would help
you endure trials well. If you are facing a trial right now pray over that specific
situation, that God would give you wisdom to glorify Him in your response.

Week Two:

James 1:12 says “blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for
when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love him.” Christians are able to stand firm when trials
and persecution come, because of the hope that we have in Christ. Pray that
you would remain steadfast under trails.

Romans 8:18-25 also helps us see the hope that we can have when we remain
steadfast during trials. In Romans 8:18 Paul says that “he considers that the
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing to the glory that will
be revealed to us”. Spend some time reading and praying through these
passages and pray that God would help you have an eternal perspective as
you evaluate the trials and suffering that you are facing. Pray that you would
be reminded of the hope that is set before you in Christ and that you would
eagerly await the day when Jesus will make all things right under His rule and
reign.



Week Three:

When we face challenges in this life we have the choice to draw close to God
and allow our circumstances to grow our dependence on Him or we can flee
from God, which leads to hopelessness and heartache. In Hebrews 12:1-2we
see that the way that we endure trials and suffering well is by looking to
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.

Pray that you would be setting your mind on the things that are above
(Colossians 3:1-4) and being reminded of the hope that you have in Christ.
Pray that you would be laying aside every weight and sin which clings to
closely and running with endurance the race that is set before you.

”Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God.” –Hebrews 12:1-2

Week Four:

In John 15:18-25 Jesus warns his followers that they will face persecution and
be hated by the world for His sake. While the hatred of the world can be a
hard thing to bear, Jesus did not leave us without hope. In John 16:25-33 Jesus
goes on to explain that we can have hope because, while we have tribulation
in the world, He has overcome the world.

Spend time reading and praying through John 15:18-25 and John 16:25-33. Pray
that God would give the courage and strength to endure when trials and
persecution come. Pray that you would have peace and hope knowing that
Jesus has overcome the world and He will never leave us or forsake us. Rejoice
that God has opened your eyes to the truth and pray that He would help you
walk steadfastly, having Christ as your firm foundation.


