
1st Peter Series 

COMFORT FOR THE SUFFERING 

“Your Salvation” 

First, some background. Peter wrote his 1st letter sometime 

between A.D. 64 and A.D. 67. It was in the year A.D. 64 that a 

terrible fire had swept through Rome, destroying three of the 

fourteen districts into which the city was divided. Nero was re-

sponsible, but used the church as a scapegoat, placing the 

blame on them. 

He then launched a terrible persecution against God’s people. 

Life became dangerous for all believers, and it was likely during 

this time that Peter and Paul were martyred. Nero committed 

suicide in A.D. 68 at the age of 32 in the fourteenth year of his 

reign. 

One year before his suicide, in A.D. 67, war broke out between 

the Romans and the Jews, ending in the terrible destruction of 

Jerusalem in A.D. 70 as predicted by Jesus Himself.  

So Peter’s first letter is written against the backdrop of a rapid-

ly changing world where old landmarks were being removed, 

and Christianity was in crisis.  

He wrote his first epistle from Babylon, but his heart was 

breaking for those going through the terror of these times. He 



knew also that his own earthly journey would soon end, for Je-

sus had predicted his martyrdom (John 21:17-19). 

Much like his Master, Peter had learned to use powerful word 

pictures in his messages. So we will notice in his first letter 

phrases like, “as sheep going astray,” “as newborn babes,” “as 

lively stones,” and so forth. 

We should keep in mind as we read this first letter the person-

ality of Peter. He was the “big fisherman,” an impetuous, big-

ger than life, dynamic figure of a man. 

We should also keep in mind the preeminence of Christ. Jesus 

reigned large in Peter’s mind and writing. He had known the 

Lord as few others on earth. He had lived with Him, walked and 

talked with Him, and even shared his own home with Him. 

Finally, we should also keep in mind the persecution of Nero. 

This diabolically evil man haunts the book. He was the personi-

fication of Satan, the “roaring lion’s” tool, seeking whom he 

may devour.  

______________ 

1:1 “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,” 

The word “apostle” means “sent one.” In NT times they were 

members of a unique and exclusive order. They had known Je-



sus during His earthly ministry, and had been eyewitnesses of 

His resurrection. There were twelve of them, although the 

courtesy title is extended in the NT to one or two others.  

Paul was not of this original group. His ordination was be-

stowed upon him directly by the ascended Lord. But he was the 

exception, not the rule.  

Of the original twelve, Peter was the obvious leader. In the 

various lists of the Twelve in the NT, Peter always comes first. 

The apostles were the custodians of the gospel and the teach-

ings of Christ as delivered by the Holy Spirit. They performed 

great miracles, and wielded enormous power and prestige in 

the early church. 

____________ 

Peter’s target audience is: 

1:1b “To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cap-

padocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” 

These provinces comprised most of the Roman Province of Asia 

Minor. We tend to associate these regions with Paul’s ministry. 

Peter must have gotten wind that they were also experiencing 

fallout from the terrible persecution of Nero. 



1:2 “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 

sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the 

blood of Jesus Christ:” 

We who believe were elected by God according to His fore-

knowledge. This is not to say that some are called to salvation 

(the elect), and others to damnation (the non-elect). 

Rather, through His omniscience, He knew you would come to 

Him. So he planned ahead of time for you to enjoy the benefits 

of salvation, and ultimately eternal life—that you would be 

SANCTIFIED by the Spirit, and SAVED by the blood! 

1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to 

a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead...” 

The word “begotten” is “new birth” or “born again.” And it has 

given us a living hope. When you study the epistles of Paul, 

John, and Peter, you see they all had a favorite word. Paul’s fa-

vorite word is FAITH. John’s favorite is LOVE. And Peter’s fa-

vorite is HOPE.  

And hope, faith, and love are the Bible’s favorite trilogy. Peter 

calls our hope a “living hope.” Hope always has the future in 

mind. The believer’s great hope is for a triumphant rapture to 



glory, or a mighty resurrection from the grave. Either way, it is 

a glorious, living hope that carries us through this troubled 

world, and lifts our spirits in times of trial. 

He next describes our future inheritance:  

1:4 “...to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 

does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you...” 

The word inheritance comes from the Greek word for inherited 

property. We call it glory, heaven, and our future home. This 

glorious new world will be free of natural disasters and wars. 

All carnivorous activity between animals will cease (the lion 

will lay down with the lamb). Deserts will blossom like the 

rose. Crime will be no more. All people will be “filled with the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters now cover the 

sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). 

Peter says it will be incorruptible, which means “incapable of 

decay.” What a blessing! No more trash, mold, rust, wear and 

tear; things will no more break down, fall apart, or crumble. No 

more decay! 

Then he says it is undefiled. The very same Greek word is used 

to describe our Great High Priest, Jesus Christ (Heb. 7:26). It 

means “free from contamination.” The devil attacked our Lord 

viciously on earth, yet He remained uncontaminated. He 



touched the leper but remained uncontaminated. He touched a 

corpse yet remained uncontaminated. And our new home will 

be free of all moral and spiritual filth. Clean! Pure! Pristine! 

And then finally, Peter says our home will “never fade away.” 

Everything on this earth eventually fades away. It wears away, 

falls apart, rots, decays, or crumbles. But our new, heavenly 

home will be made of the stuff of heaven. It will never suffer 

wear and tear. 

Then Peter says “reserved in heaven for you.” Through the 

blood of Jesus we have a reservation! It’s from a Greek word 

meaning “kept, guarded, and preserved.” It literally means 

“watched over.” 

No one and no thing will ever steal away from you your heav-

enly inheritance. It is reserved and preserved, awaiting your 

arrival! 

_____________ 

1:5 “Who are kept by the power of God through faith for salva-

tion ready to be revealed in the last time.” 

The word “kept” here is a military term. It is the word used to 

describe how Paul’s enemy, the governor of Damascus, “kept” 

the city of Damascus under armed guard, hoping to lay hands 

on him.  



But what is keeping us? The power of God! We have an invisi-

ble angelic bodyguard all around us as well as God’s Holy Spirit 

within us. 

I have often said that born again believers walking under the 

Lordship of Jesus are invincible until their time comes. Peter 

knew whereof he spoke. When Herod threw him in prison in-

tending the next day to kill him as he had James, the angel of 

the Lord appeared that night and delivered him from his cell. 

He was invincible until his time came. So we are kept! By the 

power of God! Through faith!  

Peter says that this great salvation in which we stand is “ready 

to be revealed.” This phrase comes from the Greek word 

Apokalupto, from which we get the word apocalypse. It points 

to the time when Jesus returns. “Behold, he comes with clouds; 

and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced him: 

and all kindred of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, 

Amen” (Rev. 1:7). 

Peter uses the word “ready” (to be revealed). This word sug-

gests that everything is prepared for end-times events to be-

gin. It is all ready. God’s grace, still being extended to a wicked 

world, is all that holds things back.  



Paul uses the expression “the last time,” which takes us back 

to Genesis, where the expression “the last days” first occurs in 

Jacob’s incredible dying prophecy (Gen 49). “And Jacob called 

his sons and said, ‘Gather together, that I may tell you what 

shall befall you in the last days.” (Vs.1) The same expression is 

found 14 times in the OT. 

According to Scripture, the “last times” began with the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Hebrews says, “God, 

who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to 

the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to 

us by His Son,” 

We are likely in the “last” of the last days, primarily due to the 

fulfillment of the prophecy regarding the restoration of Israel 

as a nation in a day. “Who has ever seen anything as strange 

as this? Who ever heard of such a thing? Has a nation ever 

been born in a single day? Has a country ever come forth in a 

mere moment?” (Isaiah 66:8) 

In the meantime... 

God’s people are being kept by the power of God through faith 

in anticipation of the coming great unveiling of Jesus Christ to 

the world. Think of how our faith, as we experience it here on 

earth, not only carries us through troubles and trials, but also 



reaches into the future to lay hold of God’s promise of the re-

turn of His Son, and of a brand new world to come! 

1:6 “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

need be, you have been grieved by various trials,” 

Suddenly Peter comes back to earth, back to the reality of 

Nero’s persecution, and that the world was a very dangerous 

place for the Christian.  

The word for “grieved” also means sorrow or heaviness. Peter 

is not acting like bad things aren’t going on. But he is saying 

that we don’t sorrow as those who have no hope. We have an 

incredible future coming—the return of Christ and His mighty 

kingdom. “In this,” he says, “you greatly rejoice.” 

So faith not only sees beyond the temporal side of life and 

soars beyond the temptation side of life, but also sings beyond 

the testing side of life. 

1:7 “that the genuineness of your faith, being much more pre-

cious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may 

be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ,” 

Peter sees a precious faith emerging from the fiery trials of life. 

Just as the fire melts the gold in a furnace so that the refiner 



can skim away the dross, so persecution and other trials enable 

the Spirit of God to purify the faith of the suffering saint.  

1:8 “whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not 

see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and 

full of glory,” 

Here is the miraculous work of the outpouring of the Spirit of 

God into our hearts. Having never seen the Lord personally, yet 

we love (agape) Him! 

The happy willingness to love Him, sight unseen, on the testi-

mony of Scripture alone, will be rewarded one of these days.  

Our experience on that great day of His appearing will resem-

ble the Queen of Sheba who had “heard” of Solomon from a far 

distance away. But when she finally met him in person she 

said, “...the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity 

exceed the fame of which I heard” (1 Kings 10:7). 

NEXT TIME: Your Scripture 




