
1st Peter Series 

COMFORT FOR THE SUFFERING 

“Your Separation” 

Last time we finished chapter 1 by talking about the power and 

beauty of God’s word. Now, I want to remind us that Peter is 

writing to a church world where life has become dangerous for 

all believers. The wicked Roman emperor Nero has unleashed 

intense persecution, during which time Peter and Paul were 

likely martyred. In Peter’s second letter he will inform his 

readers that “shortly I must die and leave this body” (1:14). 

So Peter’s first letter is written against the backdrop of a rapid-

ly changing world where old landmarks are being removed, and 

Christianity is in crisis. It is to these persecuted and troubled 

believers he writes next about their separation from the sin 

and corruption of this evil world.  

Chapter 2 begins with the exhortation to “lay aside” the vicious 

old nature and its deeds: 

2:1 “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, 

envy, and evil speaking,” 

Think of Lazarus and the first thing Jesus said when he walked 

out of his tomb a resurrected man. Jesus commanded, “Loose 

him, and let him go!” (John 11: 44) He was to immediately 



shed his vile, dirty grave clothes. So Peter lists some of the sins 

that ruin the testimony of a believer. He lists four inward sins—

malice, deceit, hypocrisy—and one outward sin—evil speaking.  

Malice has to do with an evil disposition.  

Guile is from a Greek word meaning bait or a snare and refers 

to being deceitful. 

And hypocrisy conveys the idea of an actor putting on a show 

on a stage. Jesus hated hypocrisy and Peter had often heard 

Him denouncing the Pharisees for being hypocrites.  

Envy refers to the feeling of ill will produced in the unregener-

ate heart upon hearing of someone else’s promotion or pros-

perity. Envy and jealousy are twins. Envy is bothered with 

someone else’s success. Jealousy wants that success for itself.  

The word for evil speakings comes from a Greek word meaning 

“to speak down” someone—to defame or slander them. Peter 

says, separate yourself from these things. 

He then describes the characteristics of our new life in Christ, 

and describes it as separation by new birth from the old life: 



2: 2-3 “as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, 

that you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the 

Lord is gracious.” 

One of the first signs of a truly born again person is that they 

have a strong desire for the nourishing Word of God! The 

greatest need for a newborn baby is care and nourishment so 

that it can grow. Therefore, our local churches should be nurs-

eries. I’ve often said that a church should be a hospital for sin-

ners and a watering hole for saints.  

One of the first signs of a new Christian being rightly fed is 

spiritual growth. “That you may grow thereby.” We want to see 

growth unstinted. This person has “tasted that the Lord is gra-

cious.” They have experienced the goodness of God and are 

growing in their new life. 

____________ 

So we have separation by birth from the old life. Next we see 

separation by belief from the old life: 

2:4 “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by 

men, but chosen by God and precious,” 

Here, Peter uses an illustration, calling Jesus “a living stone.” 

The Greek word for “living” is zoe and it refers to life in all its 

forms, from the life of God Himself down to the life of the most 



insignificant thing. It is used of resurrection life and eternal 

life. Jesus, says Peter, is a living stone, comprising both resur-

rection and eternal life in Himself. He is this life. Though a 

stone is not a living thing in the natural, this Stone is alive!  

When David Livingstone, the greatest of missionaries, died 

alone in Africa, he was found kneeling beside his bed. Those 

natives he had reached for Christ cut out his heart and buried it 

in his beloved Africa. Then they told his body and handed it 

over the British authorities. It was transported back to England 

and laid to rest in Westminster Abbey amid the mourning na-

tion. 

A brass plate in the floor marks the spot, and a text tells the 

tale: “Other sheep have I which are not of this fold, them also I 

must bring.” This was his epitaph. But he also had another one. 

One of Britain’s periodicals said it best. Across its front page in 

banner headlines, it read:  

Granite may crumble 

But this is LIVINGSTONE! 

Such was the missionary. Such is our Master, the Lord Jesus. 

He is a LIVING STONE!  

Next we see that the stone is discarded. “Rejected indeed by 

men.”  Rejected comes from a Greek word meaning, “to reject 



as the result of disapproval.” This is exactly what the religious 

leaders did with Jesus. They disapproved of Him. John writes in 

his gospel, “He came to His own (the Jew), and His own did not 

receive Him” (John 1:11). Yet the good news is, “But as many 

as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 

of God, to those who believe in His name:” (vs. 12) 

But they might as well have tried to get rid of the sun, for Peter 

writes that Jesus was “chosen by God and precious!” 

Then next, Peter brings the church into the picture: 

2:5 “you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices accept-

able to God through Jesus Christ.“ 

Not only is Jesus a living Stone, He has made us to be living 

stones alongside Him! We are living stones in a spiritual house 

God is building, each one of us placed where the Master wants 

us.  

Not only are we living stones, we are also part of a brand new 

priesthood called “a holy priesthood.” In the OT, entrance into 

the priesthood was controlled by the Mosaic Levitical code. It 

was strictly restricted to the tribe of Levi and the family of 

Aaron.  



But when Jesus died, the veil in the temple was torn in half by 

the mighty, invisible hand of God. In doing so, God was declar-

ing that the OT system was swept away. The cross has ren-

dered the entire OT system of sacrifices null and void. And in-

stead of Aaron, we now have Jesus as our “priest forever after 

the order of Melchizedek” (Heb. 7:17).  

He is now our Great High Priest, enthroned forever in heaven. 

And all of His blood bought people are ordained of God to func-

tion as priests down here. So, says Peter, the church is the new 

priesthood! 

And our purpose as priests is to “offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (2:5b) For instance, 

we offer the “sacrifice of praise,” and the “sacrifice of prayer” 

unto God. Spiritual sacrifices.  

And Peter says they are “acceptable to God.” The word “ac-

ceptable” is from a Greek word meaning, “very favorably ac-

cepted.” Jesus Christ has literally blazed a trail for us to enter 

into the throne room of the universe. We can come now where 

only a handful of OT priests were ever allowed to come, right 

into the Holy of Holies, to stand before the mercy seat! 

Next, Peter addresses the Cornerstone:  



2:6 “Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture: ‘Behold, I 

lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who be-

lieves on Him will by no means be put to shame.’” 

This is a quote from Isaiah 28:16: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone 

for a foundation, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure 

foundation; whoever believes will not act hastily.” 

When Isaiah wrote this, the world he lived in was coming 

apart. The northern kingdom—Israel—was about to be swept 

away by the Assyrians for its many sins. The Scriptures had 

been largely forgotten. The people of Israel would soon be 

strangers in a strange land, listening to a babel of tongues, and 

exposed to many strange and seductive philosophies and reli-

gions. 

Against this backdrop the prophet introduces God’s plan of the 

coming Messiah, who would be the Cornerstone of a brand new 

foundation—the church of Jesus Christ! 

Peter is saying, the Cornerstone has arrived, and it’s Jesus 

Christ! 

______________ 

Next, Peter says that the Cornerstone is destined to bring joy 

to some and judgment to others:  



2: 7 “Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious;” 

To you who believe He is precious, meaning “worthy of high 

honor, inexpressibly valuable.” You can tell a lot about a per-

son by what they hold dear. With some it is money or power, 

with others it is another person. But to Peter and the Christians 

to whom he wrote, it is Jesus!  

The Apostle Paul proudly boasted, “I count all things but loss 

for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 

but rubbish” (Phil 3:7-8). Jesus was precious to Paul, precious 

to Peter, and is precious to those who believe! 

2:8 “and ‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.’ They 

stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also 

were appointed.” 

It is a fact that if you are not overtaken by Christ in this life, 

you will be overtaken by judgment. To reject Jesus is to em-

brace a fierce judgment when all sins are laid bare before Him. 

The stone you reject is the chief cornerstone upon which you 

will dash yourself.  

We’ve heard the nautical saying, “Dashed against the rocks” 

referring to shipwreck. But on judgment day every rejector of 

Jesus will be dashed against THE Rock.  



The expression “stone of stumbling” in verse 8 indicates a 

loose stone lying in one’s path that causes him to trip and fall. 

The phrase also means “to cut against.” So Peter is using it to 

describe the seriousness of rejecting Christ.  

His warning grows even stronger with his use of the phrase “a 

rock of offense.” The word “rock” is petra, which refers to a 

ledge rising out of the ground. And the word “offense” is skan-

dalon, meaning scandal. The idea is that they stumble over the 

protruding, unavoidable rock of Jesus, being scandalized by 

Him. 

Jesus had literally scandalized the Jews of His day. They were 

outraged that he had scorned their Sabbath rules and other 

regulations. They were infuriated by His claim to be God. So 

they rejected Him. They stumbled over Him. 

Peter says that not everyone is scandalized by Him, only those 

who “stumble at the word,” being disobedient. 

_______________ 

Next, Peter turns to those for whom Jesus is precious:  

2:9-10 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 

praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His mar-



velous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the 

people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have ob-

tained mercy.” 

He begins with God’s sublime purpose: In the OT, the Jews 

were God’s chosen people. Now, God is introducing a new cho-

sen people, the church! The church was born at Pentecost, and 

will be removed by the rapture. 

Next, there is God’s sovereign priesthood: “You are a royal 

priesthood.” He has made us “kings and priests unto God and 

his Father” (Rev. 1:6) so that we can intercede on behalf of 

others as the OT priests did. 

And then we have God’s secret principality: “You are...a holy 

nation.” God replaced the rebellious, Christ-rejecting nation of 

Israel with a holy nation. Not that God has rejected Israel. He 

has brought about a two thousand plus year postponement of 

Israel’s divine destiny due to their rejection of Messiah. 

So, Peter reveals God’s sublime purpose, His sovereign priest-

hood, His secret principality... 

And finally, there is God’s secured people: “You are God’s own 

special people.” God’s special people—the church—are heaven 

born and heaven bound, and “no man will pluck them out of His 

hands!” (John 10:29) 



And their calling is to “show forth His praises!” Show forth 

means “to tell out,” or “to proclaim abroad” what the Lord has 

done for us! 




