
2nd Peter Series 

Part 4 

“Faith’s Contentions 2” 

Last time we closed out discussing the contempt with which 

godless people treat authority. We also saw Peter look back in 

history to remind us that God judged angels, Noah’s genera-

tion, and Sodom and Gomorrah, hence, he will not hesitate to 

judge our own world. 

Now, picking up 2 Peter in chapter 2, we begin with Peter’s de-

scription of apostates. Apostates refers to those who have 

masqueraded as Christians, but never really knew Christ. They 

eventually shed their pretense and go full bore into false teach-

ing and godless living. 

Peter is going to expose them in order to warn us of their 

methods and true character. He begins with a biting description 

of them: 

2:12 “But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught 

and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, 

and will utterly perish in their own corruption,” 

The apostates, says Peter, will be destroyed. They are com-

pared to “natural, brute beasts.” This means they are driven 



purely by natural instincts, like animals. “Brute” suggests they 

are “without reason.”  

Having traded divine revelation for human reasoning, these 

apostates end up abandoning common sense and logic for 

sheer stupidity. Their stupidity is shown in how they “speak 

evil of things they don’t even understand.” 

Last time we saw how they “speak evil of dignitaries,”—the 

very angels of God and even God Himself. They are utterly ig-

norant of the fact that the unseen world exists, and mock those 

who believe that it does.  

They also mock the idea of Satan, demons, and the existence of 

evil, all of which hold our world, and them, in bitter bondage.  

In just the same way, we increasingly live in a world of foolish 

mockers that rail against the authority of God, God’s Son Jesus 

Christ, and those who love Him. Their day is coming! 

Peter assure us, “They will utterly perish in their own corrup-

tion.” Death is God’s ultimate answer to those who abuse Him 

and mock His Son.  

For example, perhaps no man in history has attacked Christian-

ity more bitterly than the 19th century enlightenment atheist, 

Voltaire. His writings against the church, God, and Christians 



were voluminous. But as he neared death at 84 years of age, he 

wrote this last letter:  

“I, the underwritten, do declare that for the four days past, 

having been afflicted with vomiting of blood, and not being able  

to drag myself to church...having been visited by a representa-

tive from the church, I did confess to him, that if it please God 

to dispose of me, I would die in the Church in which I was 

born. Hoping that the divine mercy will pardon my faults, I sign 

myself...Voltaire.” 

But reconciliation with the church is not reconciliation with 

Christ. Voltaire never repented or confessed Christ. The atheist 

who had so brazenly mocked Christ and Christians his whole 

life died with such shrieks and blasphemies on his lips as to 

drive the nurses and doctors from the room. 

Death is the great equalizer and humbler of men. Voltaire met 

the grim reaper without a Savior. 

_________ 

Peter goes on to describe the lifestyle that often accompanies 

apostasy: 

2:13 “and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those 

who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots 



and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they 

feast with you,” 

For the apostate, life is one big party. They have no concern 

about the normal constraints of time and duty. They “carouse 

in the daytime.”  

Furthermore, they are “spots” and “blemishes” at your feasts. 

Most Bible scholars believe the “feasts” Peter refers to were 

the Christian’s love feasts where they gathered for fellowship. 

These brazen apostates cared nothing for the Christians in their 

hearts. They ate with them, all the while inwardly mocking 

them—hypocrites of the first order. 

Peter calls them “spots” which is from a word meaning “a 

stain.” And “blemishes” points to the shame, moral disgrace, 

and licentiousness of the false teachers.  

The word “carousing” (“carousing in their own deceptions”) 

means “to live in luxury.” These false teachers were doing 

quite well financially out of their teaching.  

Finally, Peter says they were “carousing in their own decep-

tions,” which means “to cheat” or “to give a wrong 

impression.” They were fakes and phonies when in the pres-

ence of Christians, who knew how to talk the talk but never in-

tended to walk the walk. 



Peter says they are enslaved to sin:  

2:14 “having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from 

sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in cov-

etous practices, and are accursed children.” 

They could not look upon a woman without lust. And not only 

do they abandon themselves to the lust of the flesh, they “en-

tice unstable souls.” 

The word “entice” has the idea of catching something by means 

of bait. They use the bait of smooth words and false promises 

to allure others into sin.  

And they target “unstable souls,” those not firmly rooted and 

grounded in the faith. Perhaps new Christians or those on the 

periphery of the church. Like wolves, they stalked the weak.  

Notice what they are most skilled at: “They have a heart 

trained in covetous practices.” 

They have honed their skills at lining their pockets with the 

money of gullible people. They are sophisticated in the art of 

seducing people to empty their wallets.  

They are “cursed children,” Peter says.  



Jesus once said that until He returns, the tares (false Chris-

tians) would grow up right alongside the wheat (real Chris-

tians). Only at his 2nd coming will everything be exposed for 

what it is. These apostates often exist right alongside true be-

lievers. But they are cursed children who will be exposed at the 

Lord’s return! 

Next, Peter compares them to a famous OT sell-out: 

2:15 “They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, fol-

lowing the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the 

wages of unrighteousness;” 

Balaam was a real mix of a character. He had some knowledge 

of the true God, but was also known as a soothsayer (a person 

who predicts the future by magical means, also known as a for-

tune teller or diviner).  

Balak, the king of Moab, wanted Balaam to curse God’s people 

as they traveled through his land. Balaam at first spoke only 

blessing over them. But when he realized he was about to lose 

the large financial blessing the King of Moab had promised, he 

sold out. 

He told the king, “Look, you can’t conquer God’s people with a 

curse; but you can ruin them with corruption.” He then advised 



the king to send the Moabite women among the men of Israel 

to seduce them sexually and lure them into idolatry. “Then,” 

said Balaam, “God Himself will judge them” (Num. 25). 

This is what is called “the doctrine of Balaam” in Rev. 2:14. It 

worked, and God’s people fell. This, says Peter, is what the 

apostates are all about—like Balaam, the money is more impor-

tant than God! 

Peter points out how bound Balaam really was: 

2:16 “but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey 

speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the 

prophet.” 

Balaam was so blinded with thoughts of the king’s gold that 

even when God rebuked him with the voice of his own donkey 

he could not be stopped! Likewise, no rebuke from God can 

stop the apostates from their materialistic drive. 

_____________ 

But Peter’s not near finished yet. He continues with powerful 

metaphors to describe the false teachers: 

2:17 “These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tem-

pest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.” 



First, they are “wells without water.” They may promise many 

refreshing things to those who listen to them, but they are 

empty on the inside. Vacuous and hollow. There’s nothing 

there. 

Jesus, on the other hand, promised the woman at the well that, 

should she put her faith in Him, He would give her living water 

and she would never thirst again! (John 4:14) 

Second, they are “clouds carried by a tempest.” This speaks of 

something like a tornado or hurricane, a tempest of destruc-

tion. They may ride high as clouds do, but they bring ruin in 

their wake. They have power, but it is destructive power. 

Peter vividly describes their eternal fate as a “mist of 

darkness,” eternal, endless darkness. This is their final end! 

______________ 

He next turns to the empty words of the apostates: 

2:18 “For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, 

they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, 

the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in er-

ror.” 

“Great swelling words” perfectly describes what we might call 

“empty talk, high sounding nonsense.” These false teachers 



are, as one commentator put it, “intoxicated by the exuberance 

of their own verbosity.” They love to hear themselves speak, 

but they are devoid of truth. 

Not only are they empty words, they are also alluring words, 

designed to appeal to the carnal appetites of their hearers. 

These apostates aim their words to the lower natures of peo-

ple. Not just lustful things, but materialistic things as well. 

Not only are their words empty and alluring, they are also ru-

inous to new Christians. Peter says they target people who 

have just escaped the clutches of the devil. “The ones who 

have actually escaped from those who live in error.” 

Their pitch to them is a promise of liberty: 

2:19 “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are 

slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him 

also he is brought into bondage.” 

This is the message of most cults—liberty. But the teachers 

themselves are bound. You can’t give what you don’t have, and 

these false teachers can’t deliver liberty when they themselves 

are the “slaves of corruption.”  

____________ 



Peter now warns new Christians of the consequences of listen-

ing to them: 

2:20 “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world 

through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end 

is worse for them than the beginning.” 

If you have tasted of Jesus and then become ensnared in false 

teaching, you will wind up in a worse place than before you 

were saved. This is why false teachers and false teaching are 

so ruinous. This is why we MUST know our Bibles in order to 

recognize and flee from it! 

Peter closes his warnings with a somber word to these apos-

tates who had heard of the way of righteousness, but rejected 

it: 

2:21-22 “For it would have been better for them not to have 

known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 

from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has 

happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog re-

turns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her 

wallowing in the mire.” 

They are foul within, like a dog returning to its vomit. 



And they are filthy without, like “a sow” returning to rolling 

around in the mud. 

The dog illustrates total degradation of appetite. It will devour 

the foulest thing. Likewise, no matter how vile or filthy, the 

doglike apostate will feed on it. 

The pig illustrates total disregard of appearance. It chooses  

the bog over the bath. Likewise the apostate has no concern or 

care for the ordinary restraints or opinion of society. They revel 

in and brazenly trumpet their vile lifestyle.  

In both cases, the animal reveals its true nature. The dog and 

pig do what they do because they are what they are. Likewise, 

the apostates may have on sheeps clothing for a while, but 

they will eventually shed it to reveal their true nature. 

In closing, why is it important for us to see these things? Why 

did Peter spend so much time writing about it? 

First, he loved us enough to tell us the truth about the dangers 

of false teachers and teaching.  

And last, he wanted to strip away the fake, dazzling image so 

often portrayed by false teachers to expose the truth of how 

they live and what their true motives are.  



NEXT TIME: Peter exposes the scoffers 




