
Understanding the Bible 

Part 3 

“Moses and the Law” 

Let’s recap: Last time we saw that God is a God of covenant. 

Throughout the Bible, He made 7 covenants with mankind. 

The Adamic Covenant 

Noahic Covenant 

Abrahamic Covenant 

Mosaic Covenant 

Palestinian Covenant 

Davidic Covenant 

The New Covenant 

We also learned that there are three kinds of covenants: condi-

tional, unconditional, and general.  

Conditional covenants are based on certain obligations and pre-

requisites; God says, “If you do this, I’ll do that. If you don’t do 

this, I won’t do that. If the requirements are not fulfilled, the 

covenant is broken.” 

Unconditional covenants are made with no strings attached and 

will be kept regardless of one’s fidelity or infidelity.  



General covenants are not specific to one people group and can 

involve a wide range of people. The New Covenant, ratified by 

the blood of Jesus Christ, is a general covenant made first to 

Israel, then to all the world. 

We pointed out that these 7 covenants are the footprints one 

can follow in order to understand the overall theme of Scrip-

ture—the coming of Jesus Christ to earth, His death on the 

Cross, His resurrection, His departure back to heaven, and the 

certainty of His second return. In other words, the Bible is all 

about Jesus Christ! 

The OT anticipates Him, the GOSPELS manifest Him, the Book 

of Acts proclaims Him, the EPISTLES explain Him, and the REV-

ELATION predicts His return! 

From cover to cover the Bible is about Jesus! 

In our first session we studied the Adamic and Noahic 

covenants. We pointed out that the Adamic Covenant contains 

the gospel in the garden—the promise of God to send His Son 

called “the Seed” to “bruise Satan’s head.” 

God tells the serpent, “And I will put enmity (hostility), be-

tween you and the woman, and between your seed and her 

Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His 

heel” (Genesis 3:15). 



We learned that the seed of the woman is capitalized because 

the SEED God is talking about that would spell the devil’s 

demise is Messiah Jesus! 

God says that Satan would bruise His heel (which happened at 

the Crucifixion), but He (Jesus) would bruise the devil’s head, 

which points to a death blow. 

And then we looked at Genesis 12:2-3, which contains the 3rd 

Bible covenant—the Abrahamic Covenant:  

“I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your 

name great; and you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 

who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; and in you 

all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (12:2-3). 

The Abrahamic Covenant is an unconditional covenant, no 

strings attached. God will raise up a nation through which Mes-

siah will come and no man or devil will stop it. 

______________ 

Now this time we’re going to look first at the 4th Covenant God 

made, which is the Mosaic Covenant. The Mosaic covenant is an 

agreement that was made between God and His people, Israel. 



The Mosaic covenant was named after Moses, who God chose to 

lead Israel, and the one who received the Ten Commandments 

of the Law.  

The Mosaic covenant was a conditional covenant, meaning both 

parties were responsible to fulfill a duty to the other. The peo-

ple were responsible to follow the Law, and in return, God 

promised to abundantly bless and protect Israel (Exodus 19:5-

8).  

“5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of 

all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the 

whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the 

Israelites.” 7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of 

the people and set before them all the words the Lord had 

commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded together, 

“We will do everything the Lord has said.” So Moses brought 

their answer back to the Lord.” 

The word “if” is the operative word revealing that it’s a condi-

tional covenant. If you do your part, I’ll do Mine. This is the 

first conditional covenant of the four we’ve looked at so far. 

Now, a lot of people have trouble with the Mosaic covenant. 

Why would the merciful God of the New Testament, who loves 

and forgives unconditionally, and whose salvation is not ob-
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tained by works, give a conditional, works based covenant with 

His people in the Old Testament? 

The answer is found in several places in the New Testament, 

where the Apostle Paul explains the old covenant vs. the new 

covenant.  

The old covenant Paul discusses is the Mosaic covenant, which 

he also calls "the Law." The purpose of the Law, says Paul, was 

to make people aware of their inability to live the kind of life 

God’s holiness requires, so that when Jesus came, they would 

be keenly aware of their need for Him.  

“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, 

that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after that faith is 

come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster” (Galatians 3:24-

25). 

No matter how hard they tried, Israel could not perfectly obey 

the law. It was impossible to do so because of our fallen na-

ture. James writes, “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and 

yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). 

Paul vividly described his own inability to obey the law: 

“That is why I felt fine so long as I did not understand what the 

law really demanded. But when I learned the truth, I realized 
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that I had broken the law and was a sinner, doomed to die. 

10 So as far as I was concerned, the good law which was sup-

posed to show me the way of life resulted instead in my being 

given the death penalty. 11 Sin fooled me by taking the good 

laws of God and using them to make me guilty of death” (Ro. 

7:9-11). 

“15 I don’t understand myself at all, for I really want to do what 

is right, but I can’t. I do what I don’t want to—what I hate. 16 I 

know perfectly well that what I am doing is wrong, and my bad 

conscience proves that I agree with these laws I am breaking. 

17 But I can’t help myself because I’m no longer doing it. It is 

sin inside me that is stronger than I am that makes me do 

these evil things” (vs 15-17). 

So the Mosaic Covenant combined with the 10 commandments 

were simply God’s next step in fulfilling the promise of Gen 

3:15. We would never know our need for a Savior had we not 

been made keenly aware of our hopeless condition as slaves to 

sin! 

Paul says the Law was given that through the Law, “the ex-

treme malignity and immeasurable sinfulness of sin might 

plainly appear” (Ro. 7:13). 

The Bible says that when the Mosaic covenant was first given, 

the people of Israel responded to God's reminder to obey with 



the words "All that the LORD has spoken we will do" (Exodus 

19:8).  

However, the rest of the biblical history of that nation shows 

that they never obeyed Him for long. They were hopelessly un-

able to accomplish the requirements of the Law. 

No OT book exposes their total inability to keep the law better 

than Judges. In the book of Judges we see Israel falling back 

into sin and bondage over and over again. God gave them 14 

different deliverers to deliver them from the dire consequences 

of their sins, but the pattern was always the same.  

•Israel "does evil in the eyes of God." 

•the people are given into the hands of their enemies and cry 

out to God. 

•God raises up a leader. 

•the "spirit of God" comes upon the leader. 

•the leader manages to defeat the enemy, and 

peace is regained. 

•Once peace is regained, Israel does right for a season and re-

ceives God’s blessings, but relapses later into doing evil and 

repeats the same old pattern above. 

So the Mosaic covenant is not a contradiction of salvation by 

grace through faith alone, but instead is the teacher pointing to 

man's need for that grace! 
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Let’s recap:  

The Adamic Covenant promised a Seed, (Jesus Christ) to defeat 

Satan by bruising his head (a death blow). 

The Noahic Covenant promised that never again would all flesh 

be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again would there 

be a flood to destroy the earth." This covenant included a sign 

of God's faithfulness to keep it—the rainbow. 

And we also find that God chose one of Noah’s 3 sons—Shem—

as the lineage through which Christ would come.  

In the Abrahamic Covenant, God promised to bless the entire 

world through Abraham's seed, the seed leading up to THE 

Seed! This moved the promise of Gen 3:15 a step further by es-

tablishing the race that would bring forth Messiah. 

And in the Mosaic Covenant, God gave the law to show mankind 

their hopeless sinfulness.  

So with each covenant, the bottom line theme of the Bible 

comes more into view—the coming of Jesus Christ to live a sin-

less life, to die for our sins, to rise from the dead, and in so do-

ing deal a death blow to Satan by destroying death, hell, and 



the grave, and to one day return a second time to earth to es-

tablish His kingdom. 

_____________ 

Now we come to the Palestinian Covenant. This unconditional 

covenant is God's promise to scatter Israel if they disobeyed 

God, then to restore them at a later time to their land.  

Deut. 30:1-4 “When all these blessings and curses I have set 

before you come on you and you take them to heart wherever 

the Lord your God disperses you among the nations, 2 and 

when you and your children return to the Lord your God and 

obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to 

everything I command you today, 3 then the Lord your God will 

restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather 

you again from all the nations where he scattered you. 4 Even if 

you have been banished to the most distant land under the 

heavens, from there the Lord your God will gather you and 

bring you back.” 

The Palestinian Covenant has been fulfilled twice, first with the 

70 year Babylonian Captivity and the subsequent rebuilding of 

Jerusalem; and with the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, 

followed by the birth of the nation of Israel in 1948. 

In this second case, the rebirth of Israel as a nation was one of 

the most powerful fulfillments of latter day prophecy in the 



Bible. Against all odds, a people that had been without a coun-

try for 20 centuries were restored to their land in a day. The 

unconditional Palestinian Covenant had guaranteed it, and 

many Bible prophecies had predicted it. 

The prophet Ezekiel predicted that in the last days, “the land of 

Israel...will be lying in peace after the return of its people from 

many lands” (38:8). 

Isaiah predicted, "Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who 

has ever seen such things? Can a country be born in a day or a 

nation be brought forth in a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in 

labour than she gives birth to her children” (66:8). 

When Israel, that had not really existed as a separate nation 

for nearly 2,500 years, was declared a new sovereign state by 

an act of the United Nations on May 14, 1948, the nation was 

born in a day, just as Isaiah had predicted. 

Then Isaiah also predicted the order the return would follow: 

Isaiah 43:5-6,21 "Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will 

bring your children from the east and gather you from the 

west. I will say to the north, `Give them up!' and to the south, 

`Do not hold them back.' Bring my sons from afar and my 

daughters from the ends of the earth..." 



And the Jew’s return happened in just that order! 

The first returning Jews to Palestine came primarily from east-

ern Arab countries. The next major movement came from the 

western countries of Europe, especially Germany.  

Then they came in great numbers from Russia (north) during 

the end of the 1980's. The last great migrations of Jews return-

ing to Israel came from Ethiopia in the south, the very order 

Isaiah had said. 

This was the Palestinian Covenant being fulfilled before our 

very eyes! 

Now in closing, the Palestinian Covenant was a further step in 

God’s Genesis 3:15 promise to send a Redeemer and the bruis-

er of Satan’s head, because Jesus is predicted to return to a 

restored Jewish homeland in the Middle East, which the Pales-

tinian Covenant guarantees. The stage is now set for THE RE-

TURN! 




