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Acts 10:36-38 (NKJV) “The word which God sent to the children 

of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of 

all— that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all 

Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John 

preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

Him.”  

Last time we looked at Who Jesus really was. 

This time I want to look at the ministry of Jesus Christ—some 

of the different ways He touched and transformed people from 

every walk of life. 

____________ 

Notice the word “oppressed” we just read in relation to what 

the devil does to people. 

Oppressed means “to bring someone down, to tyrannize; to 

overpower, to treat harshly.” 



The passage we read contrasts two opposing spiritual forces at 

work—the devil and his cruel oppression and harsh treatment 

of people, and Jesus Christ who made it His life’s business to 

destroy Satan’s works and set the captives free! 

Jesus went around everywhere undoing Satan’s works. 

This fulfilled what God promised way back in Genesis 3:15 

when He told the devil, “And I will put enmity (open hostility) 

between you and the woman, And between your seed (off-

spring) and her Seed; He shall [fatally] bruise your head, and 

you shall [only] bruise His heel.” 

Satan bruised Jesus’ heel when He was nailed to the Cross, but 

Jesus fatally bruised the devil’s head when His sacred blood 

was shed! 

____________ 

Now, HOW did and how does Jesus “heal” the oppressed? 

We know from the Bible’s description of His ministry that you 

couldn’t put Him in a box....He healed different people with dif-

ferent issues in many different ways. 

In the physical realm He opened blind eyes, cleansed the leper, 

raised the dead, and healed the sick and suffering. 



In the spiritual realm He cast tormenting demons out of people, 

gave hope to the hopeless, joy to the sorrowful, encourage-

ment to the discouraged, healing to the broken-hearted, accep-

tance to the rejected, and salvation to the lost. 

Every realm of man’s existence—body, soul, and spirit—Jesus 

touched!  

And there was no touch like Jesus’ touch!  

Following the touch of His power people were left amazed, 

weeping, shouting, rejoicing, praising, leaping, and thanking 

Him. 

______________ 

Now, I want to look at a few of the unique ways Jesus touched 

others, because He still touches people the same way today!  

First, there was... 

I. His cleansing touch 

One day a woman was caught in the act of adultery and 

brought to Jesus.  



The Pharisees “...made her stand before the group and said to 

Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 

adultery!’” (John 8:4 NIV) 

They were shaming her, condemning her, humiliating her. 

They then quoted Moses by saying that she should be stoned to 

death. 

Jesus knelt down, wrote something in the sand, stood up and 

said, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to 

throw a stone at her." (8:7 NIV) 

They all walked away, after which Jesus looked at the woman 

and asked, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 

you?" 

She replied, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I con-

demn you; go, and from now on sin no more” (8:11 ESV). 

Now...when Jesus said, “I don’t condemn you,” it was a 

CLEANSING word for her...It washed away her guilt and shame.  

It was an example of His CLEANSING touch! 

King David knew where this inner cleansing came from....He 

prayed: 



Ps 51:2 “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me 

from my sin.” (NASB) 

Jesus claimed that His very Word brought cleansing,"You are 

already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you” 

(John 15:3 NASB). 

Paul talked about the cleansing that salvation brings: 

1 Cor. 6:11 “Such were some of you; but you were washed, but 

you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” (NASB) 

And the Apostle John talked about the cleansing that repen-

tance brings: 

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” (NASB) 

So Jesus’ ministry brings a CLEANSING touch by removing the 

guilt, shame, and condemnation of sin! 

____________ 

Then there was... 



II. His compassionate touch 

Over and over we read in the gospels that Jesus was “moved 

with compassion” towards the suffering. 

When approached by two blind men, Matthew records, “Jesus 

had compassion on them (2 blind men) and touched their eyes. 

Immediately they received their sight and followed him” (Matt. 

20:34 NIV). 

And again Matthew notes, “When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion on them, because they were harassed and help-

less, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew 9:36 NIV). 

One day, the Lord was traveling to a town called Nain.  

The Bible says, “As He approached the gate of the city, a dead 

man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she 

was a widow; and a sizable crowd from the city was with her. 

13 When the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said 

to her, “Do not weep.”  

14 And He came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers 

came to a halt. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise!” 

15 The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave 

him back to his mother” (Lk. 7:12-15 NASB). 



Can you imagine the emotion that erupted from this broken-

hearted mother, seeing her son alive again? 

She had received the COMPASSIONATE touch of Jesus! 

Some people are driven by judgmentalism, some by cruelty, 

others by apathy, still others by hatred, but Jesus was “moved 

with compassion.” 

He was a lover of people! 

“We don’t have a priest who is out of touch with our reality. 

He’s been through weakness and testing, experienced it all—all 

but the sin” (Hebrews 4:15 The Message). 

_______________ 

So there was His CLEANSING touch, and His COMPASSIONATE 

touch; and third, there was: 

III. His quieting touch 

When you compare Satan and Jesus, you see that anywhere Sa-

tan goes he brings chaos, tumult, storms, unrest, pain, confu-

sion, fear, torment, grief. 

But wherever Jesus is at work you find the opposite—order, 

rest, healing, peace, trust, joy, and QUIET. 



He QUIETS our fears, CALMS our emotions, brings PEACE even 

though we’re surrounded by a storm. 

He brings a QUIETING touch. 

_____________ 

Once when He and the disciples were crossing the Sea of 

Galilee, a sudden storm struck from nowhere and, in a flash, 

their lives were in jeopardy. 

The wind was howling, the waves were crashing against their 

boat and filling it with water. 

The disciples were filled with panic and fear....the whole scene 

was one of chaos. 

But the Bible says, “He (Jesus) got up, rebuked the wind and 

said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down 

and it was completely calm” (Mark 4:39 NIV). 

Notice, He said “Quiet! Be quiet!” And there was quiet and 

calm! 

This was the “Quieting touch” of Jesus. 



How many times in my own life, Jesus has spoken QUIET to my 

soul in a time of attack and storm. 

The “peace that passes all understanding” has replaced worry 

and fear and anxiety! 

This is the QUIETING touch of Jesus! 

______________ 

But there’s one more touch Jesus brings that no one else can— 

IV. His Saving touch 

Jesus alone can SAVE us... 

“There is salvation in no one else! Under all heaven there is no 

other name for men to call upon to save them” (Acts 4:12 LB). 

The word “save” literally means “to deliver out of danger and 

into safety.”  

ILLUS: Think back to the storm at sea the disciples encoun-

tered. 

If Jesus had not been in the boat they would have 

perished....The storm would have destroyed them! 



The wind was tipping the boat over, the waves were sinking 

it....left to themselves they were utterly helpless. 

But when they called on Jesus, He SAVED them from destruc-

tion and delivered them to a place of SAFETY. 

Only Jesus can deliver us from the winds and waves of sin that 

threaten to destroy our lives and carry us to hell. 

Only Jesus can bring us to a place of salvation and safety! 

_____________ 

The Jesus touch brings cleansing from sin, compassion in our 

struggles, quiet in our storms, and salvation from eternal de-

struction! 

It is this amazing, incredible, life-giving Jesus they will soon 

crucify as we’ll see next time. 

LET’S PRAY 




