
 

 

Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 1 

“A Simple Introduction” 

 

1 Cor. 12:1 “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want 

you to be ignorant:” 

 

This is Paul’s introduction to the gifts of the Spirit. He begins with 

the main point—we’re not to be ignorant about them. With that 

verse alone we can conclude that every Christian should have a basic 

understanding of the gifts. So let’s cover some basic facts about 

them. 

 

First, God gave His Son as a gift to sinners that they might be saved. 

“For God so loved the world He gave His only begotten Son...” (John 

3:16) 

 

Then Jesus the Son gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church.  

 

“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if 

I do not go away, the Helper (Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—

Counselor, Strengthener, Standby) will not come to you; but if I go, I 

will send Him (the Holy Spirit) to you” (John 16:7). 

 

And the Holy Spirit, in turn, gives gifts of the Spirit to every born 

again person. “All these things [the gifts, the achievements, the 

abilities, the empowering] are brought about by one and the same 

[Holy] Spirit, distributing to each one individually just as He 

chooses” (1 Cor. 12:11 Amp). 



 

 

 

*The word for spiritual gifts in the Greek is charisma, which means 

“gift of grace.” The spiritual gifts proceed from the grace of God. 

 

*Second, every Christian has a spiritual gift: Paul wrote to the 

Corinthian church, “...each man has his own gift from God” (1 Cor. 

7:7)  And the Apostle Peter wrote, “As each one has received a gift 

(charisma), minister it to one another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God” (1 Pet 4:10). 

 

*There are a variety of gifts: “There are different kinds of spiritual 

gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all.” (12:4)  

 

*And there are different outlets for the gifts: “There are differences 

of ministries (outlets for service), but the same Lord.” 

 

*There are different results from the Spirit’s operations. “And there 

are [distinctive] ways of working [to accomplish things], but it is the 

same God who produces all things in all believers [inspiring, 

energizing, and empowering them]” (12:6). 

 

*The gifts of the Spirit are given to help others: “But the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:“ 

(12:7) 

 

*Joy comes in exercising our gift. There is joy in doing what God has 

made you to do! “The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even 

the demons are subject to us in Your name” (Lk. 10:17). 

 



 

 

 

*The Spirit chooses which gift/gifts we get. “It is the one and only 

Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift 

each person should have” (1 Cor. 12:11). 

 

*Since spiritual gifts are given by God and distributed by the Holy 

Spirit, they belong to God and are given for the believer to steward 

and use for the glory of God. We don’t own them. They are entrusted 

to us for God’s glory and the edification of others. 

 

*Spiritual gifts are not the same thing as natural abilities. They are 

supernatural in nature to produce supernatural results. Natural 

abilities are not listed in any of the passages where spiritual gifts 

are named. 

 

*There is minimum weariness and maximum effectiveness when we 

serve God through our spiritual gift. And there is maximum 

weariness and minimum effectiveness if we try to exercise a gift that 

is not ours. 

 

*When our gift is properly exercised, it perfects and builds up the 

Body of Christ.  It is equally true that if we fail to exercise our gift, 

the Body of Christ is weaker.   

_____________ 

 

Spiritual gifts are mentioned in 3 places in the NT:  

 

Romans 12:6-8 “6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace 

that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 



 

 

proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; 

he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he 

who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 

shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” (7 gifts) 

 

1 Cor. 12:8-10 “For to one is given a word of wisdom through the 

Spirit, to another a word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to 

another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the 

same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds 

of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.” (9 gifts) 

 

Eph. 4:7; 11-12 “7 But to each one of us grace was given according 

to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says: ‘When He 

ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to 

men’...11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 

some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the 

equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of 

the body of Christ.” (5 gifts) 

 

So at least 21 gifts are mentioned in the NT! 

 

1. Word of wisdom (1 Cor. 12:8; Luke 6:9) 

2. Word of knowledge (1 Cor. 12:8; Luke 18:22) 

3. Faith (1 Cor. 12:9; Acts 3:6) 

4. Gifts of healing (1 Cor. 12:9, 28; Acts 28:1-10) 

5. Working of miracles (1 Cor. 12:10; Acts 6:8) 

6. Prophecy (1 Cor. 12:10; 1 Thess. 5:20-21; Eph. 4:11) 

7. Discerning of spirits (1 Cor. 12:10; Luke 8:29) 



 

 

8. Tongues (1 Cor. 12:10; Acts 19:6) 

9. Interpretation of tongues (1 Cor. 12:10; 14:13-33) 

10. Helping (1 Cor. 12:28) 

11. Administration (1 Cor. 12:28; Acts 6:2-3) 

12. Ministry/service (Rom. 12:7; 2 Tim. 1:16-18) 

13. Teaching (Rom. 12:7; Eph. 4:11-14) 

14. Encouragement (Rom. 12:8; Heb. 10:24-25) 

15. Giving (Rom. 12:8; 1 Cor. 13:3; Acts 4:32-35) 

16. Leadership (Rom. 12:8; Acts 13:12) 

17. Mercy (Rom. 12:8; Luke 5:12-13) 

18. Apostleship (Eph. 4:11) 

19. Evangelism (Eph. 4:11; 2 Tim. 4:5) 

20. Pastor (Eph. 4:11) 

21. Teacher (Eph.4:11) 

 

Next time we will first begin going through the 9 gifts listed in 1 Cor. 

12:8-10. 

 


