
Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 2 

“The Big Nine Gifts” 

 

1 Cor. 12: 1; 4-6 “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not 

want you to be ignorant...4 There are diversities of gifts, but the 

same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 

6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who 

works all in all.” 

 

Last time we saw that all of the gifts of the Spirit come from the Holy 

Spirit, who distributes them “to each one individually as He wills.” 

 

We also learned that “the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 

one for the profit of all:” (vs. 7) 

 

Now in the next few verses, Paul is going to list 9 gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. They can be divided into 3 categories: 

 

Revelation gifts: Wisdom, knowledge, discernment. 

Power gifts: Faith, healings, miracles. 

Utterance gifts: Prophecy, tongues, interpretation. 

 

So let’s begin with the REVELATION GIFTS:  

 

12:8 “for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit,  

to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit,’ 

 



Now here Paul makes a distinction between a word of wisdom and a 

word of knowledge. He begins first with the gift of wisdom, which is 

in keeping with the rest of Scripture where preeminence is given to 

wisdom. For instance, Proverbs 4:7 says: 

 

“Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all 

your getting, get understanding.” 

 

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do” (NLT). 

 

“Wisdom is supreme--so get wisdom” (HCSB). 

____________ 

 

It’s also important to point out that the translators in several Bible 

versions translate the verse: “the word of wisdom; the word of 

knowledge.” 

 

But in the original Greek the definite article “the” isn’t there, so they 

are better translated “a word of wisdom; a word of knowledge.” 

 

So first, a word of wisdom. What is wisdom? One definition is seeing 

life from God’s viewpoint. Another definition I’ve heard is using 

knowledge rightly. It is the fitting use of knowledge.  

 

My definition is: 

 

• A word of wisdom is God’s counsel dispensed to us which enables 

us to make godly, wise decisions. 

 



Wisdom comes from Jesus Christ. In fact, He is our wisdom! “It is 

because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 

wisdom from God” (1 Corinthians 1:30). 

 

The idea is that a need arises. Some problem presents itself. We 

need to know what to do in a given situation and don’t want to miss 

God or make a bad decision. So we need a word of wisdom. We need 

God to speak His counsel into our situation. 

 

James wrote, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 

gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to 

you” (James 1:5). 

 

To answer our request, God gives a word of wisdom. 

 

A “word of wisdom” may come directly to our mind after prayer by 

way of personal revelation of exactly what course we should take, or 

God may send someone who has the spiritual gift of wisdom with a 

“word of wisdom” for us! Either way, it is a revelation gift from God 

through Jesus Christ. 

______________ 

 

Then there is a word of knowledge. The gift of the “word of 

knowledge” can be understood in basically two ways. The first one is 

that as a person learns, particularly Biblical truth, he or she 

accumulates Biblical knowledge. 

 

Once they become well learned in the things of God they are able to 

bring a “word of knowledge” to others. In other words, he or she are 
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gifted by the Holy Spirit to instruct or impart knowledge. I think of 

the pastor, Bible teacher, Sunday School teacher, and so on. 

 

Jesus did this all the time. For instance, when asked a theoretical 

question about a man who has many wives in this lifetime and then 

dies, which one would be his wife in heaven? Jesus responded, “You 

are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of 

God. 30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in 

marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven” (Matt 22:29-30). He 

spoke Scriptural knowledge (a word of knowledge) into the 

situation. 

 

A good definition of wisdom is the fitting application of knowledge. 

Jesus wisely used His knowledge over and over again. 

 

I can tell you that a person can be knowledgeable in Bible truth and 

not have much wisdom. For instance, knowledge is knowing how to 

use a gun; wisdom is knowing when to use it and when to keep it 

holstered.  

 

Knowledge understands the light has turned red; wisdom applies the 

brakes. Knowledge sees the quicksand; wisdom walks around it. 

Knowledge memorizes the Ten Commandments; wisdom obeys 

them. Knowledge learns of God; wisdom loves Him. 

 

So having tons of knowledge is good, but having the wisdom to 

know how to use it is better! 

_____________ 

 



Now, a second understanding of the word of knowledge is on the 

spot revelation about a person or thing. When the word of 

knowledge manifests this way, it comes as a definite conviction, 

impression, or knowing to your heart and mind. It may come in the 

form of a mental picture, a dream, a vision, or by a Bible verse that 

is quickened to you. 

 

However it comes, the word of knowledge is a supernatural insight 

into what God is doing in circumstances or problems without the 

assistance of any human resource—in other words, by revelation. 

 

For example, when Jesus was told about the sickness of Lazarus, He 

said “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so 

that God's Son may be glorified through it” (John 11:4).  

 

Jesus saw straight through the problem and discerned what God was 

doing. It was a word of knowledge. 

 

The word of knowledge is also the ability of someone to know what 

God is currently doing or intends to do in the life of another person. 

It often reveals the secrets of another person's heart. 

 

An example would be Peter’s encounter with Simon the Sorcerer, 

who thought he could buy the gift of God (gifts of the Spirit) with 

money. Peter answered:  

 

“May your money perish with you, because you thought you could 

buy the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or share in this 

ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent of 



this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive 

you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For I see that you are 

full of bitterness and captive to sin” (Acts 8:20-23). 

 

How did Peter “see” into Simon’s heart? By the revelation gift of the 

word of knowledge! 

_____________ 

 

Then the third revelation gift is DISCERNING OF SPIRITS: 

 

12:10 “...to another discerning of spirits,” 

 

Discerning of spirits is the supernatural ability given by the Holy 

Spirit to perceive the source of a spiritual manifestation and 

determine whether it is of God (Acts 10:30-35), of the devil (Acts 

16:16-18), of man (Acts 8:18-23), or of the world.  

 

It is not mind reading, psychic phenomena, or the ability to criticize 

and find fault. It is a gift from God dispensed by the Holy Spirit for 

the benefit of the church.  

 

The book of Acts (16:16-18) tells the story of Paul and Silas 

traveling down a street in Philippi when “a certain slave girl 

possessed with an evil spirit of divination (fortune telling) met 

them.” 

 

She began to say things that happened to be true, like “these men 

are servants of the Most High God” (true). And “they proclaim to us 

the way of salvation” (also true).  



 

But something was wrong. The right thing was being said by a 

wrong spirit that was lifting up the men and not Christ. Notice, she 

never mentions Jesus, only the men.  

 

“But Paul, greatly annoyed (in his spirit), turned and said to her, ‘I 

command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 

(Vs.18) 

 

And the girl was set free that very hour! 

______________ 

 

Clearly, discernment is a crucial gift. Without it the church travels 

blind down the highway of life, oblivious to the dangers in its path.  

 

I believe today’s church is in a discernment crisis. Many, many 

things present themselves as being from God or the Spirit that are 

not found anywhere in the Bible. Teachings that twist Scripture and 

don’t reflect genuine New Testament Christianity get a pass without 

so much as a blink from the body of Christ. 

 

It is interesting to me that one of the things wrong with the 

lukewarm Laodicean church Jesus addresses in the Book of 

Revelation is spiritual blindness:  

 

“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a 

thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, 

blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the 

fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can 



cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so 

you can see.” (Rev. 3:17-18) 

 

In the OT (1 Sam. 11:1-11) right after Saul was anointed king by 

Samuel, a certain tribe of Israel, Jabesh-Gilead, was attacked by 

Nahash the Ammonite. He told the men of Jabesh that he would 

spare their lives if he could “put out all your right eyes.” (11:2) 

 

The reason for this was the right eye was the eye they used for 

battle. It was the eye they used to aim an arrow. For us it would be 

the eye we use to aim a gun. To take away their right eye was to 

render them incapable of fighting. 

 

Saul rose up and defeated the Ammonites and delivered the men of 

Jabesh-Gilead. 

 

There is an application of this story for us today. The “right eye” for 

the church is the eye of discernment. It is by the gift of discernment 

we are able to clearly see our enemy to fight him. Without it we are 

rendered incapable of warfare. 

 

I believe the eye of discernment is largely lost to the church today. 

One reason is we don’t know the Word of God like we should. This 

weakness has made it possible for all kinds of false teachers and 

false prophets to infiltrate the church with destructive doctrine and 

heresies. 

 

A second cause for our lack of discernment is we have placed a 

premium on personal experience over Bible truth. It used to be that 



every spiritual experience was judged by the Word. Was the 

experience found in its pages. Did the Apostles teach it. Did the early 

church practice it. Increasingly that practice has fallen by the 

wayside. 

 

We allow experience to define our truth rather than the Word. We 

say, “I experienced it, so it must be from God!” But there are all 

kinds of spirits out there that are not the Holy Spirit, and they can 

give you very real experiences! 

 

In fact, the Bible calls it the gift of “discerning of spirits” (plural), 

not singular. There is a Spirit of God, of man, of the world, and of the 

devil. Your experiences can come from ANY of those. 

 

I’ve noticed that if you try to correct someone claiming something 

questionable was from God with Bible truth, you are accused of 

grieving the Spirit, or putting God in a box, or having a lack of faith, 

or not being up on what God is doing in the earth. 

 

But the Bible says, “Let God be true and every man (or experience) a 

liar!” (Ro 3:4) 

 

If the experience is “extra-biblical” it should be immediately 

suspect. We badly need for the gift of discernment to be restored to 

the church. May God do it! 

 

NEXT TIME: The Power Gifts! 

 

 
 


