
 

 

Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 3 

“The Nine Gifts—Power Gifts” 

 

1 Cor. 12: 1; 4-6; 8-11 “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do 

not want you to be ignorant...4 There are diversities of gifts, but the 

same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 

6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who 

works all in all....8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through 

the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same 

Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 

different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 

each one individually as He wills.” 

 

Now we shared last time that the 9 gifts listed here can be divided 

into 3 categories: 

 

Revelation gifts: Wisdom, knowledge, discernment. 

Power gifts: Faith, healings, miracles. 

Utterance gifts: Prophecy, tongues, interpretation. 

 

This time we’re going to look at the 3 power gifts—faith, healings, 

and miracles. 

 

First—the gift of faith. 

 



 

 

Now, we all have faith. Every child of God was born again by faith 

and is called to walk by faith and not by sight. So what then does 

Paul mean by the gift of faith? 

 

• The gift of faith is the supernatural ability to believe God for the 

miraculous without doubt or unbelief. 

 

We can look at it this way: 

 

Saving faith is the faith that gets you into Heaven (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

 

The fruit of faith is faith that gets Heaven into you (Galatians 5:22-

23). 

 

The gift of faith grows out of saving faith and the fruit of faith; It is 

the ability to believe for the miraculous. Paul wrote of the 

Thessalonians, “We are bound to thank God always for you, as it is 

fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly...” (2 Thessalonians 

1:3).  

 

The gift of faith not only operates in healings and in miracles, but in 

the realm of the impossible as well. Things that would be utterly 

impossible for men are achieved when a believer operates in the gift 

of faith.  

 

Examples of people with the gift of faith are listed in Hebrews 

chapter 11. This chapter, often called “the hall of faith,” describes 

those whose faith was extraordinary, enabling them to do 

extraordinary, superhuman things.  



 

 

 

We see Noah spending 120 years building a huge boat when, up to 

that time, rain was non-existent. And we find Abraham believing he 

would father a child when his wife’s natural ability to do so had 

ended. Without the special gift of faith from God, such things would 

have been impossible.  

 

By the gift of faith Moses stretched out his rod to watch the Red Sea 

miraculously part, allowing the children of Israel to pass through. By 

faith, Daniel stopped the mouths of lions. By faith, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego quenched the violence of fire. 

 

And in the NT, by the gift of faith Paul the Apostle sent out 

handkerchiefs and aprons that drove out demons and healed the 

sick. By faith Peter’s shadow passing over the demon possessed and 

sick brought healing and deliverance to them.  

 

Christians with the gift of faith are so convinced that all obstacles to 

the gospel and to God’s purposes will be overcome and so confident 

that God will secure the advancement of His cause, that they will 

often do far more in the promotion of His kingdom than the most 

talented and gifted preachers and teachers. 

 

In today’s church we need this gift operating badly. We need 

champions of God that have walked through the fire, traversed some 

valleys, have grown in their faith to the place that they can do 

miraculous exploits for God!  

____________ 

 



 

 

Then the second power gift is—gifts of healings. 

 

Notice that “gift” is plural. Charismata is the plural form of charisma, 

the word for gift. It means "grace-endowments.” In other words, 

when the gifts of the Spirit are in operation it is the grace of God 

doing it, they are endowments of grace.  

 

So what is the “gifts of healing?” 

 

• Gifts of healing are supernatural enablements given to a believer to 

minister various kinds of healing and restoration through the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Power gifts like the gifts of healing were used both to authenticate 

the message and the messenger of the gospel. The Apostles 

regularly experienced the manifestation of healings. They attested to 

the fact that God was with the messenger and validating the 

message.  

 

Now, there are some today who say that the gift of healing passed 

away with the Apostles. They point to verses like 1 Cor. 13: 8-10, 

“Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 

whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is 

knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect has come, then 

that which is in part will be done away.” 

 

Okay, yes, one day prophecies, tongues, and knowledge will cease. 

They will do so because Christ will have come, and prophecy, 



 

 

tongues, knowledge, faith, and all the other gifts will no longer be 

needed because “that which is perfect has come,” the Lord Jesus 

Christ. But until then the gifts of the Spirit are given to the church 

for our profit, edification, exhortation, and comfort! 

 

One more thing regarding healing. There is a teaching out there that 

says if you pray for someone to be healed, or you pray for your own 

healing and nothing happens, it’s the fault of your faith. I don’t see 

that in the Bible.  

 

Yes, Jesus did say, “Be it unto you according to your faith.” But what 

then was wrong with Paul’s faith when he writes to Timothy, “But 

Trophimus have I left at Miletus sick” (2 Timothy 4:20).  

 

Trophimus had been a traveling companion of Paul’s. He frequently 

shared with him the “perils of rivers and perils of robbers.” He had 

been Paul’s friend in the gospel. And he was sick. Yet Paul did not 

exercise the gift of healing with him, though he had with many 

others. 

 

Why? The only answer is that the gifts of the Spirit operate as the 

Spirit leads. They are subservient to the Sovereignty and will of God. 

Even Jesus Himself said, “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do 

nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, 

because whatever the Father does the Son also does” (John 15:19). 

 

When Jesus healed the man at the pool of Bethesda, hundreds of 

others languishing there who were just as desperate weren’t 

touched. Jesus only did what the Father showed Him, nothing more.  



 

 

 

All of the gifts operate in this principle: “But one and the same Spirit 

works all these things, distributing to each one as He wills” (12:11). 

 

As He wills is the operative phrase. The gifts are subservient to and 

distributed by the Holy Spirit, as are the various manifestations.  

 

That said, I have seen people dramatically healed. God’s ability to 

heal did not pass away with the Apostles. Yet like all the gifts, the 

gift of healing is subject to the Spirit’s will.  

 

Should we pray for healing? Always. Is everyone healed? No. But 

likewise, is everyone saved at a Bible Graham crusade? No, but that 

never stopped Billy from preaching the gospel to all of them! 

____________ 

 

The third power gift is—the gift of miracles.  

 

It says the Spirit gives, “To another the working of miracles...” 

 

A miracle is the performance of something against the laws of 

nature; it is a supernatural power to intervene and counteract 

earthly and evil forces.  

 

The word miracles comes from the Greek word dunamis which 

means "power and might that multiplies itself." The gift of miracles 

operates closely with the power gifts of faith and healing to bring 

authority over Satan, sickness, and sin. 

 



 

 

The gift of miracles, or miraculous powers, is different from the gift 

of healing. Those in the early church who had the gift of miracles 

had the ability, by the Spirit, to do miraculous things of a different, 

more powerful kind.  

 

For instance, I believe the casting out of demons is more in the 

miracle category than the healing category. When Paul struck the 

sorcerer Elymas blind, this was a miracle that transcended anything 

a man could normally do:  

 

“But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

looked intently at him 10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy 

of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop 

making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, 

the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to 

see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon 

him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand” 

(Acts 13:9-11). This was a miracle! 

 

In Acts 9 the raising of Tabitha from the dead by Peter is another 

example of a miracle. Raising the dead is not a healing, it’s a 

miracle! 

 

But I have to say that the greatest miracle (and often least talked 

about) is the miracle of salvation. It’s not as spectacular as parting a 

sea or even raising a person from the dead, which we human beings 

are more impressed by. We love signs and wonders. 

  



 

 

God, on the other hand, isn't so concerned about outward 

appearances as he is a person's heart condition. It is God's desire 

that we believers use our spiritual gifts to confront unbelief and 

bring non-believers to repentance so that spiritually dead people can 

be transformed into new creatures in Christ Jesus! 

 

What greater miracle is there than a person being brought from 

death to life, lost to found, hell bound to heaven bound, guilty to 

forgiven, hopeless to hopeful, translated from the kingdom of 

darkness into the kingdom of God’s dear Son? 

 

What greater miracle is there than that a person could receive a 

brand new born again soul, a divine heart transplant, and a brand 

new nature where “all is become new?”  

 

Jesus Himself said, “This is the work of God, that you put your trust 

in the One He has sent!” (John 6:29) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


