
 

 

“God is Personal” 
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Isaiah 43:1-2 NKJV “But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, 

O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have 

redeemed you; I have called you by your name; you are Mine.” 

 

People often think of God as a totally impersonal Being somewhere 

out there who is totally apathetic to our problems and needs. 

 

God is a god who created the Universe according to an intelligent 

plan, but no longer intervenes in the events of that Universe, and 

doesn’t respond to individual, personal requests and prayers.  

 

But the Bible presents a totally different picture of God—He is a 

personal God.  

 

A God up close.  

 

A God that cares and involves Himself intimately in the affairs of our 

life. 

 

And Isaiah said that because He is our personal Redeemer, has 

called us by our own name, and claims us as His own, we should not 

walk in fear! 

_____________ 

 

So I want to speak today on a few ways our God is personal. 

 



 

 

First, Isaiah said: 

 

I. He calls us by our name 

 

“Fear not, for I have called you by your name...” 

 

Not only did God say this through the Prophet Isaiah, but Jesus 

Himself said it! 

 

“But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To 

him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls 

his own sheep by name and leads them out” (John 10:2-3 NKJV). 

 

ILLUS: Dale Carnegie wrote in his classic book ‘How to Win Friends 

and Influence People’ that “a person’s name is to him or her the 

sweetest and most important sound in any language.  

When you use someone’s name, it shows you see that person as an 

individual. When you remember their name, it shows your interest in 

and respect for that person.” 

 

Jesus doesn’t see us as a nameless face in a crowd...He sees us as 

individuals He calls by name! 

 

He’s not a "HEY YOU" Savior!  

 

In heaven you won’t need to wear a name-tag. 

 

He knows your name!  

 



 

 

Even after His death, burial, and resurrection He called Mary by her 

name, and that’s how she knew Who He was! 

 

And he knows YOUR name—Bill, John, Judy, Becky, Christy, 

Heather....He calls us by our personal name. 

 

So stop and think of the wonder of this—Jesus knows your name, 

and He calls you by your name! 

_____________ 

 

The Bible reveals that God often called His children and servants by 

their first names... 

 

When He called Moses it was by name: “4 So when the Lord saw that 

he (Moses) turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of 

the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” (Ex. 

3:4 NKJV) 

 

When young Samuel was ministering in the Temple under Eli the 

priest, God called him by name: “And the Lord called ‘Samuel!’ And 

he answered, ‘Here I am!’” (1 Sam 3:4 NKJV) 

 

When Saul was knocked to the ground on his way to Damascus to 

persecute even more Christians, the voice of the Lord called out to 

him saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” (Acts 9:4 

NKJV) 

 

And this event with Saul shows that He knows the names of 

everyone—the lost and the found. 



 

 

 

If you don’t know Jesus today, He knows you!  

He knows your name!  

And He loves you! 

_____________ 

 

And secondly, He doesn’t just know your name: 

 

II. He knows YOU! 

 

“I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep,” (John 10:14 

NKJV). 

 

The word “KNOW” here means to know by experience, to know first-

hand. 

 

Jesus knows you and I experientially, firsthand... 

 

He knows your strengths and weaknesses, the way you’re wired 

emotionally, the things you love, how you handle stress, what 

problems you’re dealing with, how you’ve been hurt, what your 

talents are, your DNA and genetic codes... 

 

All the things you would come to know about someone else over 

time He already knows about you! 

 

The Bible tells us some amazing things about God’s intimate, 

personal knowledge of us. 

 



 

 

For instance, the Bible teaches that: 

 

• He knew us before we were born: "Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart;” 

(Jeremiah 1:5 NKJV) 

 

And further: 

 

• He knows us right now: “O Lord, you have examined my heart and 

know everything about me. 2 You know when I sit or stand. When 

I’m far away you know my every thought. 3 Every moment you 

know where I am. 4 You know what I am going to say before I even 

say it” (Ps. 139:1-3 LB). 

 

And further still: 

 

• He knows our future: “You...scheduled each day of my life before I 

began to breathe. Every day was recorded in your book!” (Vs. 15-

16 LB) 

 

Think about that! Every day of our life was scheduled before we even 

began to breathe; all our days are numbered in His book! 

 

The God of the Bible is an up close, personal God who knows and 

cares about every aspect of our life! 

 

This is why the Apostle Peter wrote, “Give all your worries and cares 

to God, for he cares about you” (1 Pet 5:7 NLT). 

______________ 



 

 

 

He calls us by name, He knows us completely, and third: 

 

III. He literally formed us in the womb 

 

In Psalms 139, David writes of God’s amazing personal touch on us 

from the moment we were conceived in our mother’s womb: 

 

First, he starts with our conception: “Your eyes saw my substance, 

being yet unformed” (vs. 16 NKJV) 

 

Substance is the Hebrew word for embryo—God’s eye was on you 

when you were still in embryonic form. 

 

When the formation of your body had not yet begun, God’s loving 

gaze was on you. 

____________ 

 

And God was deeply involved in our ongoing development in the 

womb:  

 

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s 

womb” (Ps. 139:13). 

 

Formed is “made me,” and covered is “wove or weaved me.”  

 

The LB puts it this way: “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my 

body and knit them together in my mother’s womb.” 

 



 

 

God was like a seamstress or an artist Who wove and shaped us as 

we went through the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd trimesters of mama’s 

pregnancy. 

 

He decided what our talents and gifts would be, our DNA and genetic 

code, our emotional wiring, our physique—all of it. 

 

It says, “You (God) were there while I was being formed in utter 

seclusion!” (139:15 LB) 

 

This is why I say often—you are not the by-product of evolution, you 

are the handiwork of God! 

 

God is personal!  

____________ 

 

And a final way the God of the Bible is personal is: 

 

IV. He has plans for you 

 

”For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 

welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 

29:11). 

 

Only a personal God can have plans for you! 

 

For instance, the Bible says: 

 

• He has planned that we would help others in His name: 



 

 

 

“It is God himself who has made us what we are and given us new 

lives from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago he planned that we should 

spend these lives in helping others” (Eph. 2:10 LB). 

 

• He has planned that we would be like Jesus: 

 

“For from the very beginning God decided that those who came to 

him—and all along he knew who would—should become like his 

Son,” (Ro. 8:29 LB) 

 

• He has planned that we would be with Him in heaven forever: 

 

“Let not your heart be troubled. You are trusting God, now trust in 

me. 2-3 There are many homes up there where my Father lives, and I 

am going to prepare them for your coming. When everything is 

ready, then I will come and get you, so that you can always be with 

me where I am...4 And you know where I am going and how to get 

there” (John 14:1-4 LB). 

 

God is Personal! 

 

Say with me: He knows my name, He knows me, He made me, He 

has plans for me. 

 

LET’S PRAY 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 


