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2 Sam 23:9-10 NKJV “And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the 

Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David when they defied 

the Philistines who were gathered there for battle, and the men of 

Israel had retreated. 10 He arose and attacked the Philistines until 

his hand was weary, and his hand stuck to the sword. The Lord 

brought about a great victory that day;”  

 

Last time we talked about having the willingness to let go of 

anything that stands in the way of following Jesus. 

 

If it’s a hindrance to your walk with the Lord you should let it go. 

 

If it’s an unnecessary weight that is a drag on your faith you should 

let it go. 

 

If it’s something standing in opposition to God’s will for your life you 

should let it go. 

 

And we said that the willingness to let go would have a lot to do with 

how fruitful and blessed 2020 will be! 

__________ 

 

Now today I want to talk about the opposite of letting go. 

 

I want to focus instead on the things you must hold on to tightly. 

 



 

 

Because while the Bible teaches us to let go of some things, it also 

teaches us to hold tightly to some other things! 

 

Both are important to our walk with God! 

____________ 

 

Now, the account we just read of Eleazar, one of David’s mighty 

men, provides a physical illustration of what it means to hold tight. 

 

Eleazar was in a battle with the Israelite’s arch enemy, the 

Philistines. 

 

The battle was so intense and lasted so long that by the time it was 

finished, Eleazar’s hand was literally stuck to his sword! 

 

He had held on so tightly for so long he couldn’t unwrap his fingers 

from the sword. 

 

You see, Eleazar knew that in a battle with the enemy, your sword is 

the one thing you must hold on to tightly! 

____________ 

 

And it’s the same with us in a spiritual sense. 

 

In our own battle with the devil there are some things we must hold 

on to just as tightly as Eleazar held his sword! 

 

So let’s look at what a few of these important things are. 

 



 

 

First, we must hold on tightly: 

 

I. To the Word of God 

 

Listen: The devil is always after the Word of God in your heart. 

 

Jesus gave us a biographical sketch of the devil and it’s not pretty! 

 

He said the devil is a killer, a liar, and a thief. 

 

And he is always at work to try to steal God’s Word from your heart. 

 

He’ll do anything to distract and hinder you from spending time in it. 

 

He’ll sow doubts about it, attack it, attack the Author of it—God 

Himself. 

____________ 

 

For instance, Jesus said that the devil is there when you first hear 

the gospel, to steal it from your heart lest you be saved. 

 

Matt. 13:19 LB “The hard path where some of the seeds fell 

represents the heart of a person who hears the Good News about the 

Kingdom and doesn’t understand it; then Satan comes and snatches 

away the seeds (God’s word) from his heart.” 

 

They don’t hold tightly to what they heard and Satan steals it. 

______________ 

 



 

 

On the flip side, we see that when Mary was told by the angel 

Gabriel that she would give birth to the Christ child... 

 

And later after the shepherds had come to the manger and visited 

them after Jesus’ birth... 

 

It says “Mary kept all these things (what was spoken about her Son) 

in her heart and thought about them often”—Lk 2:19 NLT 

 

The word “kept” here means to guard, to protect, to keep safe. 

 

Mary held tightly to the Word of God by guarding, protecting, and 

holding it close so that Satan couldn’t steal it. 

 

And so should we! 

 

If you want to grow, and experience a victorious 2020, you MUST 

HOLD TIGHTLY to the Word of God! 

 

It is our roadmap, our instruction manual for living, our moral 

compass, and our unfailing truth in all things! 

 

Hold it tight! 

_____________ 

 

A second thing we’re to hold tight is: 

 

II. Our hope of eternal life 

 



 

 

Heb. 10:23 NLT “Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we 

affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise.” 

 

The hope they had affirmed was the hope of eternal life. 

 

Paul wrote to Timothy: 

 

1 Tim. 6:12 NLT “Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly 

to the eternal life to which God has called you, which you have 

declared so well before many witnesses.” 

 

Just like Eleazar had to hold tightly to his sword lest a Philistine take 

it away from him, we must hold tightly to the promise of God 

regarding eternal life lest the devil steal our hope from us! 

 

It’s been in the news lately that a few well-known, highly visible 

Christian leaders have renounced their faith. 

 

One was a well known Christian author and pastor, and another a 

well-known Christian songwriter. 

 

What happened to them?  

 

They allowed the devil to pry the sword of truth from their hands! 

____________ 

 

This is what happened to the wicked servant in Jesus’ parable who, 

after waiting for the master to return, said: 

 



 

 

“My master is taking a long time in coming,” 

 

And then Jesus says he “began to beat the other servants, both men 

and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk.”—Lk 12:45 NLT 

 

This parable reveals that the moment we let go of our hope of 

eternal life we slide back into the world. 

 

This is why Hebrews says: “We have this hope (of eternal life) as an 

anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”—Heb 6:19 NIV 

 

The hope of eternal life is like an anchor that keeps us from drifting 

from God! 

 

An anchor keeps a ship where it should be. 

 

So we must hold tight to our hope of eternal life and, like an anchor, 

it will keep us where we ought to be! 

_____________ 

 

And a last thing we must hold tightly to is... 

 

III. A clear conscience... 

 

In the NT there are over 30 references to the ‘conscience’. 

 

The conscience is a God-given inner guidance system that gives us 

peace when we do right, and troubles us with guilt when we do 

wrong. 



 

 

 

A clear conscience means a conscience that is forgiven and at peace 

with God. 

 

A clear conscience is the world’s best sleeping pill! 

 

Paul the Apostle said that keeping a clear conscience was numero 

uno on his priority list:  

 

“I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.”—

Acts 24:16 NIV 

______________ 

 

But our conscience is not foolproof, which is why we need the Bible, 

God’s word, to continually keep it sharp. 

 

Because your conscience can be dulled by sin and even destroyed by 

constant disobedience—The Bible says it can be “seared” as with a 

hot iron. 

 

Our conscience reminds me of my GPS.  

 

When I get in the car, I type into my GPS where I want to go and it 

sets a route.  

 

And it talks to me...It tells me how to get there.  

 

And sometimes when I choose to not listen to it and insist on going 

my own way, it tells me I’m "off route.” 



 

 

 

And if I insist on going my own way it continues to tell me "off 

route, off route, off route."  

 

If I stubbornly stay ‘off route’ the voice becomes irritating and 

because I don’t like to be told again and again that I’m wrong, I 

switch it off. 

 

And this is what we can do with our conscience—switch it off.   

 

And when we switch it off, we’re in big trouble. 

 

1 Tim 1:9 NLT “Cling to your faith in Christ, and keep your 

conscience clear. For some people have deliberately violated their 

consciences; as a result, their faith has been shipwrecked.” 

 

So never let go of a clear conscience, but hold it tightly!  

_____________ 

 

So we’re to hold tightly to 1.) God’s Word 2.) our hope of eternal life 

3.) a clear conscience 

 

Letting go of the right things and holding tightly to the right things 

will assure a blessed and fruitful 2020! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 


