
 

 

“When God Does a New Thing” 
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Isaiah 43:16-19 NIV “This is what the Lord says—he who made 

a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, 

17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and 

reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise 

again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 18 ‘Forget the 

former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a 

new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 

wasteland.’” 

 

I want to talk today about those times when God does a new 

thing in our lives. 

 

You might ask, What does a “new thing” mean?  

 

Well, what it DOESN’T mean is that God would ever do a new 

thing, for instance, regarding the method and way of our 

salvation. 

 

Jesus will always be the one and only way to be saved.  

 

God will never send a “new way” to be saved,  

or a “new way” to be born again,  

or a “new name” to pray in,  



 

 

or a “new Word” other than our Bible. 

___________ 

 

But God does from time to time do a “new thing” in all of our 

lives... 

 

A “new thing” means it’s NEW!—It’s something you’ve never 

experienced before.  

 

He does a new thing by leading us in a fresh, new direction in 

life, 

or by challenging us to a new commitment to spiritual growth,  

or to a new level of witnessing,  

or to fresh, personal surrender,  

or to a new step of faith, 

or by leading us into a new ministry we’ve never been involved 

in before. 

 

We see in the gospels that Jesus was always leading His 

disciples in new directions, new challenges, new revelations, 

and new experiences. 

 

A familiar command from Jesus to His disciples was, “Let us 

cross over to the other side.” 

 

In our walk with the Lord we sometimes hear the same refrain: 



 

 

“C’mon, let’s cross over to the other side to something new, 

fresh, challenging, and faith building.” 

____________ 

 

Now, where I want to go with this today is—when God is doing 

something new, Satan can be counted on to attack it WHILE it’s 

still new, when it’s young. 

 

He attacks it before it has a chance to get off the ground, grow, 

and ultimately become a threat to his evil kingdom. 

 

For instance, all through the Bible we see the devil trying to 

destroy people that God has called while they are still babies. 

 

Take Jesus and Moses, who both represented a brand new 

thing God was doing in the earth. 

 

He went after Moses by inciting Pharaoh to order his death 

while still a baby. 

 

He went after Jesus by inciting Herod to order his death while 

He was still just a baby. 

 

The new things God does always experience attack! 

___________ 

 



 

 

Now, in the verses we read from Isaiah, God is addressing His 

people who have been in Babylonian captivity for 70 years. 

 

And He identifies Himself as the Lord who “makes a way” 

where there is no way. 

 

“Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea and a path 

through the mighty waters.”—43:16 NKJV 

 

He references their mighty deliverance from Egypt under 

Moses, and how He carried them through the Red Sea, and then 

destroyed the Egyptian army that was chasing them. 

 

He was their Way-Maker! 

____________ 

 

But then He says something surprising: “Don’t remember those 

former things.” 

 

In other words, Don’t let your faith stop with what I did in your 

past! 

 

These were the things I did in your history with me, but I’m 

about to do a new thing! 

 



 

 

And the new thing He was about to do was deliver them from 

Babylonian captivity and lead them back to Jerusalem, the 

homeland they’d lost 70 years earlier due to their sin. 

 

But there was a problem: Their minds were preoccupied with 

the defeats of their past—so much so it might block their ability 

to discern the new thing God was about to do. 

 

So God speaks into their pain with a word of hope. 

 

Your situation is not hopeless.  

Yesterday is past. 

I’m going to act on your behalf.  

I’m going to set you free.  

 

And on your journey from Babylon to Jerusalem, I’m going to 

be your WAY-MAKER just like I was before! 

 

—What God was saying to them He’s saying to some of you 

today. 

 

Things are about to change. 

 

He’s about to take you out of where you are, to bring you 

where He’s called you to be. 

 

So don’t dwell on your past failures, pains, hurts, or setbacks. 



 

 

 

He’s going to do a “new thing,” shall you not know it? 

___________ 

 

NOW: His promise to them involved two things: A ROAD and a 

RIVER. 

 

43: 19 NIV “I will make a ROAD for you in the wilderness”—The 

road represents a way out, a clear path to follow. 

 

“I will make RIVERS in the desert”—The river represents His 

Presence and provision to sustain them on their journey.  

__________ 

 

Notice—God is very upfront with them.  

 

Along with the new thing, there will be challenges. 

 

They will be challenged by a wilderness, which is why they 

need the ROAD. 

 

And they will be tested with thirst, which is why they need a 

RIVER. 

 

In other words, God’s “new thing” was going to be a blessing 

accompanied with difficulty and warfare. 

_____________ 



 

 

 

We know that their journey from Babylon to Jerusalem was 

hard and long. 

 

It was around 520 miles from Babylon back to Jerusalem. 

 

42,000 people made the first journey out of Babylon, and it 

took at least 5 months traipsing through the red hot, bone dry 

Syrian desert. 

 

Those returning included the aged among them, along with 

women, and children, and all the stuff they carried out of 

Babylon. 

 

And there were enemies along the way. 

 

Robbers, highwaymen, thieves, and bandits would linger just 

off the barren roads waiting to attack those that passed by. 

 

The idea of going back home was wonderful, but the process 

was tough. 

 

Yet God promised, “I’m going to make a way.” 

__________ 

 

Now, let’s pause a minute. 

 



 

 

It helps to remember here what Paul the Apostle wrote to the 

church saying: “All these things happened to show us 

something. They were written to teach us...” (1 Cor. 10:11 

NLV) 

 

The children of Israel experienced all these things in a physical 

way—traveling through a real wilderness and a real desert and 

experiencing real physical thirst. 

 

But there’s a lesson for us now living under the New Covenant. 

 

We also experience these things spiritually when God does a 

new thing in our own lives. 

 

Like they did, we experience times of testing and spiritual 

warfare, wilderness moments and dry times. 

 

And like them, God promises us a ROAD and a RIVER! 

____________ 

 

Now, what are the ROAD and RIVER for us Christians? 

 

First,  

 

I. The road is a Person—Jesus  

 

What is the purpose of a Road? 



 

 

 

A road is put somewhere to get you from point A to point B. 

 

Without a road there are places you will never see! 

 

This is why, first and foremost, Jesus is the ROAD that leads us 

to God. 

 

Jesus said, quoting from the Message Bible, “I am the Road, 

also the Truth, also the Life. No one gets to the Father apart 

from me.” 

 

No one comes to the Father except through Him! 

 

Without Jesus, you will never arrive at that place called 

Heaven. 

____________ 

 

But along with that, Jesus is the ROAD out of what you can’t 

get yourself out of! 

 

He’s the road out of any problem, any dilemma, any perplexity, 

any trap, any failure, any pit, any attack. 

 

He alone provides the wisdom, the power, the grace, the 

strength, and the help to get you OUT so that He can lead you 

IN to the “new thing” He’s doing. 



 

 

 

No matter what the devil does, Jesus is going to get you there! 

 

He’s the ROAD! 

___________ 

 

So God promised a ROAD, and it’s Jesus. 

 

And He also promised a RIVER. 

 

II. The RIVER is the Holy Spirit 

 

The people of Israel time after time needed water from a 

supernatural source. 

 

In the Wilderness, Moses struck the Rock and water came 

gushing out supernaturally. 

 

God promised the same thing to His people leaving Babylon—

RIVERS in the desert. 

 

And for we Christians in the NT, the supernatural river provided 

by God is the Holy Spirit. 

 

When He’s doing a new thing in our lives and the devil is trying 

to kill it before it gets started, God promises that the RIVER OF 

HIS SPIRIT will sustain us in the battle! 



 

 

 

Jesus said to the woman at the well, “But anyone who drinks 

the water I give will never be thirsty again. The water I give 

people will be like a spring flowing inside them. It will bring 

them eternal life.”—John 14:4 ERV 

 

LET’S PRAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


