
 

 

BETTER! 

Hebrews Series 

Part 7 

“God Cannot Lie” 

 

Last time we talked about the dangers of apostasy. We learned 

that backsliding and apostasy are not the same thing. The 

backslider is someone who professes Christianity and has been 

genuinely born again, but they choose to live a compromised 

life that is a bad testimony to unbelievers and believers alike. 

While God chastens them, He does not disown them. 

 

The apostate, on the other hand, is the person that totally 

disowns Christ. They renounce Christianity and openly and 

verbally denounce Jesus as Savior. We learned that the 

apostate never really knows the Lord. They are familiar with 

the teachings of Christianity and may even witness the moving 

of God’s Spirit, but never truly turn to Him with their whole 

heart. When trouble or persecution arise to threaten them, they 

quickly turn away from any confession of Christ. 

 

The writer of Hebrews continuously warns the Jews of his day 

to not apostatize by returning to Moses, but to come all the 

way in to Jesus Christ as Savior. He says if they reject Christ 

they are “near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned” 

(6:8). 

 



 

 

Then next, the writer turns to the true believers and addresses 

them: 

 

6:9 “But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning 

you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in 

this manner.” 

 

In other words, the author knew that the genuine believers 

were not apostates. He is very conscious of two distinct groups 

within the church—those authentically birthed of the Spirit, and 

another group of nominal believers who had never come to the 

full knowledge of Jesus Christ, and it’s the same in churches 

today. 

 

By means of these warnings, all professing Christians should 

examine themselves to see if they are truly of the faith. Having 

done so, the exhortation found later in Hebrews 10 is to “hold 

fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 

promised is faithful” (Heb 10:23).  

_____________ 

 

Next, he turns his attention to encouraging the true believers 

to continue on in their Christian labors: 

 

6:10 “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of 

love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have 

ministered to the saints, and do minister.” 



 

 

 

He wants them to know that all they’re doing for the Lord is not 

in vain. Those who are true believers doing the work of the 

Lord will be rewarded. What’s done for Christ is NEVER in vain!  

 

In light of that, he exhorts them to avoid spiritual laziness, 

which apparently was setting in on them: 

 

6:11-12 “And we desire that each one of you show the same 

diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you 

do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith 

and patience inherit the promises.” 

 

SLUGGISH is the word for lazy. He wants every Christian 

(including you and me) to show the same diligence and hope 

that the mature believers of that day were showing. Be diligent 

in the Lord’s work and don’t become sluggish.  

 

Spiritual laziness was apparently one of their key problems. In 

5:11 he’s already said, “you are dull of hearing.” Dull here is 

the same word as sluggish. They were lazy in their listening; 

hearing but not doing what they heard.  

 

The Apostle James talks about this: 

 

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 

Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not 



 

 

do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a 

mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and 

immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks 

intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues 

in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they 

will be blessed in what they do” (James 1:22-25). 

 

James is saying that reading the Word of God is like looking in 

a mirror. You see your imperfections, the places in your soul 

that need to be changed, the areas you’re not Christ-like, those 

things that need readjusting. And it also shows you who you 

are in Christ, your calling, your purpose, your destiny. 

 

But then, as soon as you put the Word down, you forget 

everything you saw without acting on any of it! In other words, 

you are a lazy listener.  

 

But the writer also says they’ve also grown lazy in their works. 

They’ve become like the guy sitting under a palm tree on some 

Caribbean island with Jimmy Buffet playing in the background, 

sipping a margarita and letting life slip on by without doing 

anything for God. 

 

So the writer firmly says, “Get up and get after it. Put feet to 

your faith and become diligent in the work of the Lord! Get 

involved in what God is doing. Use your gift. Do some 

Immanuel labor. Quit wasting your precious time!” 



 

 

 

Now, it’s good to remember here that good works don’t save 

us. This is one of Paul’s mantras. He repeatedly taught the 

church, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 

that not of yourselves; it is the GIFT of God, not of works, lest 

anyone should boast” (Eph. 2:8). 

 

The NLT says, “God saved you by his grace when you believed. 

And you can’t take credit for this; it is a GIFT from God.” 

 

But while good works don’t save you, they are the evidence 

that you have been saved! For instance, Paul wrote two verses 

later in Ephesians, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 

for us to do” (Eph 2:10). 

 

Every Christian is literally created, born again, to be involved in 

what God is doing! This is why James says again,  

 

“In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 

action, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have 

deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you 

my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. 

Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 20 You 

foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds 

is useless?” (James 2:17-20) 

 



 

 

If you have faith but are not involved in any way with what God 

is doing in the earth, you haven’t done anything more than the 

demons! They believe there is one God too! 

 

The writer of Hebrews is telling the Christians that they need to 

move forward and let their faith produce some fruit. Good 

works that glorify God are supposed to be as common to the 

Christian as breathing! 

 

For instance, in the book of Titus Paul exhorts Christians to “be 

ready for every good work” (3:1). And again in verse 8 that 

“those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain 

good works” (3:8) And yet again in verse 10 “let our people 

also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that 

they be not unfruitful.” 

 

And the writer of Hebrews is telling them the same thing—don’t 

become lazy in your faith. Get with the program. By faith and 

perseverance start inheriting the promises and bearing fruit! 

 

Then he uses Abraham as an example of one who, by active 

faith mixed with works, inherited the promises God made to 

him. He first points out what moved Abraham to believe and 

how we too can know that God’s promises can be totally 

counted on: 

 



 

 

6:13-14 “For when God made a promise to Abraham, because 

He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 

14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply you.”  

 

God swore by Himself that His promise to Abraham of a son 

was totally and completely trustworthy. 

 

There was nothing and no one on earth or in heaven He could 

swear by greater than Himself. So God swore by Himself he 

would do what He promised.  

 

Abraham believed Him: 

 

6:15 “And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the 

promise.” 

 

Notice, he had to mix patience with his faith. He patiently 

endured. Faith without patience is crippled. Without patience, 

faith won’t obtain it’s desire. Faith and patience are the 

dynamic duo that obtain the promises of God. How many 

people have had faith for something only to give up before God 

answers for lack of patience! 

 

Abraham believed that God could be counted on because he 

believed in God’s character—that He is trustworthy, true, 

righteous, and dependable.  



 

 

 

The writer now continues to talk about how God swore by 

Himself: 

 

6:16-18 “For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for 

confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.” 

 

We know about swearing an oath like this. We hear people 

swear by something greater or more sacred than themselves all 

the time. 

 

“I swear on my mother’s grave” this or that is true, or that I’ll 

do this or that. Or, “May God strike me dead if I’m not telling 

you the truth.” Or, “God as my witness...I’m telling the truth.” 

 

But Jesus said we’re never to make oaths like that: 

 

“But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, 

for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; 

or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do 

not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair 

white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 

anything beyond this comes from the evil one” (Matt. 5:34-37). 

 

But where man is not to do it, God can and God did! He swore 

be His own name that He would fulfill His promise to Abraham 

by giving him a son. 



 

 

 

 

6:17 “Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the 

heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it 

by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is 

impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, 

who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.” 

 

God cannot lie! And the writer of Hebrews now turns this fact 

toward us—those who have placed our faith in Christ. In the 

same way Abraham placed his faith in a God who cannot lie, we 

too now place our faith in the very same God who has promised 

us salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

As surely as God fulfilled His promise to Abraham by giving him 

a son, He has fulfilled His promise to us by giving His only 

begotten Son, “that whoever believes on Him will not perish, 

but have everlasting life!” And through His Son, Jesus, we will 

be saved to the uttermost! 

 

This, says the writer, is the hope that anchors our soul in every 

storm of life: 

 

6:19-20 “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 

and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 

20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having 



 

 

become High Priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

 

Our hope will not leave us disappointed. It is the anchor that 

holds our souls steady from the day we’re saved to the day we 

go home.  

 

And notice, this hope we have in Jesus enters where the eyes 

can’t see—behind the veil. This points to the Presence of God 

that was manifested in the holy of holies, where only the High 

Priest could enter once a year.  

 

The writer is telling us that our hope will ultimately carry us 

into the very presence of God’s throne in heaven. Our hope in 

Jesus will culminate in entering into the fullness of His 

Presence! 

 

Jesus has gone there ahead of us where He is now our Great 

High Priest, ever living to make intercession for us! 

 

NEXT TIME: We Meet Melchizedek  

 
 


