
 

 

Hebrews series 

Part 13 

“By Faith” 

 

Last time we closed out Hebrews 10 having looked at the 

writer’s admonition for us to cultivate endurance—which is the 

God-given ability to keep on going while under a load without 

fainting or quitting! Chapter 10 finished with the writer quoting 

from the OT prophet Habakkuk, who said “the just shall live by 

faith” (2:4). 

 

This is a perfect lead in for Chapter 11, widely known as the 

faith chapter of Hebrews. Most Christians are more familiar 

with this chapter than any other part of the book. It begins 

with a definition of faith: 

 

11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen.” 

 

Now, a couple of things first about faith. Nowhere in the Bible 

are we taught to place faith in our faith. The faith taught in the 

Bible has an object—and that object is God. I place my faith in 

God and His promises, not in my faith. 

 

We’re going to see that faith is NOT a force we wield to create 

the reality we want. Faith is a relationship word. It is about 

dependence and reliance upon God. It is actually unconditional 



 

 

surrender to God and His will. It is trusting Him, which includes 

believing Him, which means we believe His promises. 

 

God never intended for faith to be some power we wield to get 

whatever we want. Nor is it a force we use to make God jump 

like He’s some kind of divine bellhop. Rather, it is the means by 

which we relate to God and believe Him to bring His will for us 

and His kingdom to pass.  

___________ 

 

That said, let’s look at the word substance in verse 1: “Faith is 

the substance hoped for...” 

 

The word “substance” means that faith brings the confidence 

something I’m hoping for is coming. It may not be here yet, but 

I am assured it will come. I am, in fact, convinced of it. So 

“substance” is the underlying conviction that what I’m hoping 

for will one day become a reality. 

 

For instance, every Christian believes that someday they will go 

to heaven. It’s not here yet. But their faith assures them, gives 

to them the deep-seated confidence that one day they will be 

there. So we have a peace that passes understanding regarding 

heaven. That is one of the results of faith! 

 

Then the writer says, “The evidence of things not yet seen.” 

The word “evidence” is very akin to “substance,” but it goes a 



 

 

little further. Evidence means that faith convinces us of things 

we can’t see—“The evidence of things not seen.” So by faith I 

become convinced that, for instance, God created the world. It 

says in vs 3: 

 

“By faith—by believing God—we know that the world and the 

stars—in fact, all things—were made at God’s command; and 

that they were all made from things that can’t be seen” (LB). 

 

ILLUS: Let’s say that you meet and get to know someone that 

eventually tells you they built a beautiful skyscraper 

downtown. They were the architect and they were the builder. 

Soon they take you to see it.  

 

“Here is what I built” they say. Now, you weren’t there when 

they did it. You didn’t know them at the time. But you have 

come to see that they are good, honest, true, and trustworthy. 

So you believe what they tell you. Your belief in the truth of 

what they say is a picture of faith. Your faith has an object—the 

builder. You believe them based on the trustworthiness of their 

character.  

 

This is how faith operates with God. “By faith—by believing 

God—we know that the world and the stars—in fact, all things—

were made at God’s command; and that they were all made 

from things that can’t be seen” (LB). 

 



 

 

So faith is the assurance that things we’re hoping for will one 

day be ours, and it is the evidence, the proof, that things we 

cannot see or weren’t there to witness are true nonetheless! 

___________ 

 

Now the writer will launch into a list of OT personalities that 

exemplify faith. He begins with a broad sweep: 

 

11:2 “For by it (faith) the elders obtained a good testimony.” 

 

God was pleased with the OT saints who lived a long time ago 

because they had faith like this. 

 

God not only bore witness ABOUT them, but also TO them 

regarding the victory of their faith over great obstacles. He let 

them know that He was well-pleased with their walk of faith. 

 

Then vs. 3: 

 

11:3 “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 

the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of 

things which are visible.” 

 

The writer is saying that this is what they did—by faith they 

believed though they could not see a thing with their natural 

eyes. As Jesus said to doubting Thomas: “Because you have 



 

 

seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). 

 

Next the writer begins the list of brief biographical sketches of 

people that walked by faith, reaching back first to the very 

dawn of time: 

 

11:4-5 “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice 

than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was 

righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being 

dead still speaks.” 

 

The book of Genesis recounts how Abel, a shepherd, 

approached God with a sacrificial offering of a firstborn from 

his flock. Cain, a farmer, approached with what he had grown 

from the ground. God “respected” or accepted Abel’s offering, 

which was by faith, but in turn rejected Cain’s offering. 

 

So by faith Abel approached God according to his 

understanding of what He was looking for—the sacrificial 

shedding of blood. And it would appear that his offering was an 

act of WORSHIP.  

 

We’re told that, because of this faith/worship offering, though 

he is dead he still speaks. This means that his offering of faith 

is still remembered.  

 



 

 

Then verse 5 says: 

 

5 “By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, 

“and was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he 

was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” 

 

The writer here alludes to the amazing testimony of the first 

raptured man, Enoch. We’re told only that he “walked with 

God,” and “was not, for God took him.” His testimony prior to 

this amazing event was that he “pleased God” because of his 

faith. 

 

One commentator writes, “He (Enoch) set God always before 

him, and thought, spoke, and acted as one that considered he 

was always under God’s eye, and he made it his daily business 

to worship and serve him acceptably.” And God one day just 

“took him” without his having to pass through the valley of 

death! 

 

In verse 6, with the story of Enoch fresh on his mind, the writer 

breaks into the list to give us another fact about faith: 

 

11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 

who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 

rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 

 



 

 

We’re told straight up that one must exercise faith to be 

pleasing to God. He is pointing to the message of the entire 

New Covenant—that we are saved, not by works, but by faith in 

the finished work of Christ.  

 

The essential message of the Christian faith is that Jesus paid it 

all. There is not one thing I can do to improve upon what He’s 

already done. It is “all of Him,” and “none of me!” 

__________ 

 

The writer moves on with more brief but powerful biographical 

sketches of faith walkers: 

 

11:7 “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet 

seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of 

his household, by which he condemned the world and became 

heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.” 

 

So let’s keep track here. Abel made a worship offering of faith, 

Enoch had a walk of faith, and now Noah illustrates the 

obedience of faith.  

 

God had appeared to him and “divinely warned” him of things 

“not yet seen.” Remember the definition of faith from verse 1 

that faith is “the evidence of things not seen.”  

 



 

 

The future judgement of the world was not yet seen. Yet Noah, 

moved with Godly fear, obeyed God’s instructions and began 

building the ark. He worked on it for over 100 years. For over 

an entire century Noah obeyed God in spite of ridicule and the 

utter apathy of his generation to his warnings of coming 

judgment.  

 

So what we’re seeing unfold in this biographical list of faith 

walkers is 1. Abel’s worship offering of faith 2. Enoch’s walk of 

faith 3. Noah’s obedience of faith.  

 

Notice how faith affects your whole life. It affects your 

worship, your walk, and your obedience to God.  

 

Next in the list is faithful Abraham: 

 

11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to 

the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he 

went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt 

in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents 

with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 

10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose 

builder and maker is God.” 

 

Abraham illustrates the TRUST of faith. God spoke and called 

him to walk away from all that he had ever known—his city, his 

friends, his livelihood, his religion—everything. And he obeyed, 



 

 

trusting God to lead him even though he “knew not where he 

was going!” 

 

One commentator says, “If Terah (Abram’s father) and Abram 

followed the Euphrates to Haran, and then Abram went down to 

Canaan, it would be more than 1300 miles.” 

 

Think about that! Abram trusted God so implicitly that he 

journeyed for some 1300 miles “not fully knowing where he 

was going!” 

 

Some people don’t trust God enough to journey 15 miles to 

church, much less 1300 miles not even knowing where you’ll 

end up! 

 

And here is where his trusting faith gets even more amazing. 

Abram refused to build a house once he arrived in the Promised 

Land. He was a tent dweller his whole life. Why? 

 

Because Abram knew that the Promised Land was only a type 

and shadow, a sign pointing far into the future when he and all 

of God’s people of faith in both the Old and New Testaments 

would enter the true Promised Land called heaven! 

 

It says he and his son Isaac and his grandson Jacob were tent 

dwellers because “he waited for the city which has 

foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”  



 

 

 

Now, we’ll close out tonight with the faith of Sarah: 

 

11:11 “By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive 

seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because 

she judged Him faithful who had promised.” 

 

We know from Genesis that when Sarah conceived she was 90 

and Abram was 100. Notice what we’re told—by faith Sarah 

received strength to conceive seed. 

 

The word for strength here is dunamis meaning power. She 

was well beyond child bearing years. Physically this was an 

impossibility. But by faith Sarah experienced what Isaiah spoke 

of: “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength” 

(40:31).  

 

So Sarah illustrates the QUICKENING of faith. And not just 

Sarah, but Abraham as well: 

 

11:12 “Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were 

born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable 

as the sand which is by the seashore.” 

 

Reproductively speaking, Abraham was as good as dead—(nek-

ro'-o) “without life.” But by faith both of them were quickened, 

energized, empowered, enabled to defy natural law and 



 

 

experience a miracle! And by that miracle the entire Jewish 

race was begun resulting in a people numbering ”as many as 

the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand 

which is by the seashore.” 

 

In summary, Abel illustrated faith’s worship, Enoch faith’s 

walk, Noah faith’s obedience, Abraham faith’s trust, and Sarah 

faith’s quickening.  

 

AMEN! Next time we’ll pick it up in verse 13 and look at Our 

Heavenly Hope! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


