
 

 

Hebrews series 

Part 10 

“The Greatness of Jesus’ Sacrifice” 

 

As we closed out chapter 8 in our last time together, we saw 

that Jesus’s sacrifice and subsequent New Covenant written in 

his own blood made the Old Covenant under Moses with all the 

sacrifices and rituals obsolete. Verse 8:13 reads, “In that He 

says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now 

what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish 

away.”  

 

Now in chapter 9, the writer begins by describing the Old 

Testament Tabernacle Moses built in the wilderness under 

God’s direction. 

 

9:1-6 “Now in that first agreement between God and his people 

there were rules for worship and there was a sacred tent (the 

Tabernacle) down here on earth. Inside this place of worship 

there were two rooms. The first one contained the golden 

candlestick and a table with special loaves of holy bread upon 

it; this part was called the Holy Place. 3 Then there was a 

curtain, and behind the curtain was a room called the Holy of 

Holies. 4 In that room there were a golden incense-altar and 

the golden chest, called the ark of the covenant, completely 

covered on all sides with pure gold. Inside the ark were the 

tablets of stone with the Ten Commandments written on them, 



 

 

and a golden jar with some manna in it, and Aaron’s wooden 

cane that budded. 5 Above the golden chest were statues of 

angels called the cherubim—the guardians of God’s glory—with 

their wings stretched out over the ark’s golden cover, called 

the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 

6 Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests 

always went into the first part of the tabernacle, performing 

the services.” 

 

Having described the basic layout of the Tabernacle, the writer 

says “the priests always went,” meaning every day; into the 

first tabernacle—the holy place; to do the service of God.  

 

The “service of God” included burning the incense at the 

morning and evening sacrifice, dressing the lamps and 

supplying them with oil, changing the show-bread every 

sabbath morning, and so on. 

 

But then next he discusses the most sacred part of the 

Tabernacle, the holy of holies, and the job of the high priest 

alone: 

 

9:7 “But into the second part the high priest went alone once a 

year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for 

the people’s sins committed in ignorance;” 

 



 

 

Notice what the requirement was for entering the holy of 

holies: “Not without blood.” The high priest could not enter the 

place of God’s Presence without the shed blood of an animal.  

 

He was instructed to bring with him blood to sprinkle on the 

mercy-seat. He brought the blood of a bull and of a goat, which 

he brought at two different times. 

 

He first sprinkled the blood of the bull on the mercy seat for 

himself and his own family. For every priest called by God from 

among men was still a sinner himself.  

 

And then a second time he brought the blood of a goat for the 

sins or errors of the people. The word translated into "errors" 

meant “ignorance, or involuntary error; and also error or fault 

in general.” 

 

So the shed blood covered the sins the people didn’t even know 

they had committed, and those that they were aware were 

wrong. 

 

This ritual was done once a year on the Day of Atonement. The 

regular repetition of these sacrifices was a constant reminder 

of sin so that the priests nor the people could lose sight of the 

fact that they were violators of the Law of God. 

 



 

 

Next, the writer of Hebrews tells us what God was saying 

through all this: 

 

9:8-10 “The Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the 

Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first 

tabernacle was still standing. 9 It was symbolic for the present 

time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot 

make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the 

conscience— 10 concerned only with foods and drinks, various 

washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of 

reformation.” 

 

Basically, these verses are pointing out that the Tabernacle 

with its holy place and then, beyond the curtain, the holy of 

holies, was a picture of how the holy of holies where God’s 

Presence dwelt was totally inaccessible to normal men. Only 

the high priest could enter, and then only once a year, and then 

only by blood. 

 

Entrance into the Holiest of all symbolized direct access to God, 

and the “way” into it had not been made evident until He came 

who is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).  

 

He (Jesus) is “the new and living way!”  

___________ 

 



 

 

Now, ultimately the holy of holies was intended to symbolize 

heaven, and how it was inaccessible to people. The high priest 

had to go in for them, which pointed to what Jesus Christ 

would accomplish for us, not by the blood of bulls and goats, 

but by His own shed blood! When Jesus shed His own blood on 

the Cross, He went for us beyond the veil. When He ascended 

back to heaven, He made a way for us also to enter by way of 

His blood! 

 

THIS is why we’re told the curtain in the Temple separating the 

holy place from the holy of holies was ripped down the middle 

when Jesus cried, “It is finished,” and died. God was saying, 

“Now through the shed blood of my Son, my Presence and 

heaven itself is available to all who place their faith in Him.” 

 

Look at vs 11-12: 

 

9:11-12 “He (Jesus) came as High Priest of this better system 

that we now have. He went into that greater, perfect 

tabernacle in heaven, not made by men nor part of this world, 

12 and once for all took blood into that inner room, the Holy of 

Holies, and sprinkled it on the mercy seat; but it was not the 

blood of goats and calves. No, he took his own blood, and with 

it he, by himself, made sure of our eternal salvation.” 

 

What a beautiful picture! Jesus ascending back to glory, 

entering the Tabernacle that exists there, having been built by 



 

 

God, and sprinkling once for all His own shed blood on the 

heavenly mercy seat! 

 

Next, the writer shows how Jesus’ shed blood is far better and 

accomplishes far more than that of bulls and goats: 

 

9:13-15 “And if under the old system the blood of bulls and 

goats and the ashes of young cows could cleanse men’s bodies 

from sin, 14 just think how much more surely the blood of Christ 

will transform our lives and hearts. His sacrifice frees us from 

the worry of having to obey the old rules and makes us want to 

serve the living God. For by the help of the eternal Holy Spirit, 

Christ willingly gave himself to God to die for our sins—he 

being perfect, without a single sin or fault. 15 Christ came with 

this new agreement so that all who are invited may come and 

have forever all the wonders God has promised them. For 

Christ died to rescue them from the penalty of the sins they 

had committed while still under that old system.” 

 

Notice in the first verse how the writer says that the blood of 

the bulls and goats could cleanse the flesh. This is taking about 

when someone had been defiled by touching a dead body, 

which was forbidden. The blood of bulls and goats could 

cleanse their bodies from that sin. 

 

But that blood fell short in being able to cleanse the conscience 

from the guilt of sin. But the blood of Christ, says the writer, 



 

 

can alone cleanse the conscience from guilt! “Christ died to 

rescue them from the penalty of the sins they had committed 

while still under that old system.” (Vs. 15) 

 

So the blood of Jesus washed our sins away and it alone can 

cleanse and free our conscience from guilt! Thank God for the 

blood of Jesus! 

____________ 

 

9:16-18 “Now when someone leaves a will, it is necessary to 

prove that the person who made it is dead. 17 The will goes into 

effect only after the person’s death. While the person who 

made it is still alive, the will cannot be put into effect. 18 That is 

why even the first covenant was put into effect with the blood 

of an animal.” 

 

In other words, God was showing way back with the 

introduction of the law that a covenant had to be ratified by 

shed blood, by the sacrificial death of an animal. He was 

teaching His people that without the shedding of blood there 

was no legitimate covenant.  

 

This, of course, was to prepare them for the ultimate sacrifice 

when His own Son would shed His blood to ratify the New 

Covenant of salvation by grace through faith! 

 

Look at the next verses, starting with vs. 19: 



 

 

9:19-22 “For after Moses had read each of God’s 

commandments to all the people, he took the blood of calves 

and goats, along with water, and sprinkled both the book of 

God’s law and all the people, using hyssop branches and scarlet 

wool. 20 Then he said, “This blood confirms the covenant God 

has made with you.” 21 And in the same way, he sprinkled blood 

on the Tabernacle and on everything used for worship. 22 In 

fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly everything was 

purified with blood. For without the shedding of blood, there is 

no forgiveness.” 

 

Vs 23 says: 

 

9:23 “That is why the Tabernacle and everything in it, which 

were copies of things in heaven, had to be purified by the blood 

of animals. But the real things in heaven had to be purified with 

far better sacrifices than the blood of animals.” 

 

Remember, the Tabernacle was only a shadow or a copy of 

what is actually in heaven. And the blood necessary to wash 

our sins away and to be sprinkled in heaven’s Tabernacle HAD 

TO BE superior to the blood of animals. And that blood was 

shed by the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. 

 

9:24-26 “24 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with 

human hands, which was only a copy of the true one in heaven. 

He entered into heaven itself to appear now before God on our 



 

 

behalf. 25 And he did not enter heaven to offer himself again 

and again, like the high priest here on earth who enters the 

Most Holy Place year after year with the blood of an animal. 

26 If that had been necessary, Christ would have had to die 

again and again, ever since the world began. But now, once for 

all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by 

his own death as a sacrifice.” 

 

Thank God, the need for animal sacrifices were done away with 

with the death of Jesus on the Cross. He has removed our sins 

once for all! 

 

The last 2 verses reads: 

 

9:27-28 “And just as each person is destined to die once and 

after that comes judgment, 28 so also Christ was offered once 

for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. 

He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring 

salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for him.” 

 

Consider vs 27 carefully: It is destined for us all to die only 

once, and then we face our Maker. You will either face Him with 

your sins washed away by the blood of His Son, or you will face 

Him to answer for your sins at the judgment. 

 

LET’S PRAY 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 


