
 

 

“Is Covid-19 a Sign of the End?” 

Shutdown Sunday 4 

 

Matthew 24:1-8 NIV “Jesus left the temple and was walking away 

when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its 

buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, 

not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown 

down.” 3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 

came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen 

(the destruction of the Temple), and what will be the sign of your 

coming and of the end of the age?”  

4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many 

will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah, ’and will deceive 

many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that 

you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to 

come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes, in various places. 

8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.” 

 

Luke’s gospel adds, “There will be great earthquakes in various 

places, and famines and pestilences (plagues); and there will be 

fearful sights and great signs from heaven” (Luke 21:11 NKJV). 

____________ 

 

Now, in times like we’re experiencing right now, people start 

thinking apocalyptically. 

 

That is, they start asking if this is the end of things... 

 



 

 

Is this the end of the world,  

are these things the fulfillment of Bible prophecies,  

or does this signal the return of Jesus Christ to the world? 

 

In our text, when Jesus told the disciples that the magnificent 

Jewish Temple would one day be utterly demolished, THEY also 

started thinking apocalyptically, because this was a shocking 

statement. 

 

It’s as if He had said to us today, “One day soon there will be 

nothing left of downtown Dallas. Every skyscraper and building will 

be leveled and there will be no more skyline.” 

____________ 

 

Troubled by His prediction, the disciples asked Jesus 3 questions. 

 

First, when will these things be? That is, when will the destruction of 

the Temple happen? 

 

Second, what will be the sign of your coming?  

 

The word “coming” here is from the Greek word par-oo-see’ah, and 

it refers to His second coming to the earth in the Last Days....they 

wanted to know what signs to look for prior to His return. 

 

And the third question was much like the second, “What will be the 

sign of the end of the age?” 

 



 

 

So Jesus begins answering them with both short term and long term 

prophetic predictions. 

___________ 

 

Now, let me just take a minute to point out that the Bible is, among 

other things, a prophetic book. 

 

It is filled with predictions of future events.  

 

One entire book of the Bible, the Book of Revelation, is entirely 

devoted to prophecy. 

 

In Isaiah 46:10 the God of the Bible says of Himself: 

 

“I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, 

what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all 

that I please.” (NKJV) 

 

Another translation says, “Only I can tell you the future before it 

even happens. Everything I plan will come to pass, for I do whatever 

I wish.” (NLT) 

 

In other words, God is saying that before something begins, He 

already knows it will begin and exactly how it will end. 

__________ 

 

You see, we humans dwell in a space/time continuum that God 

Himself created. 

 



 

 

But God dwells in eternity. 

 

He sees the beginning, the middle, and end of everything all at once! 

 

He is omniscient, meaning He knows all. 

 

The word omni means “all”, and niscient is where we get the word 

“science” from, which means knowledge. 

 

So, God has all knowledge. 

 

And that’s how God alone is able to predict the future with 100% 

accuracy. 

____________ 

 

Now with that in mind, the Bible is filled with prophecy about 

Jesus.....both of His first coming, when He was born in the manger in 

Bethlehem. 

 

And His second coming, which the disciples wanted to know about. 

 

There are over 300 Bible prophecies about Jesus’ first coming as the 

babe born in Bethlehem. 

 

And all 300+ were fulfilled to a tee in the life of Christ. 

 

This fact alone ought to cause any honest, inquiring mind to 

carefully consider the validity of the Bible! 

____________ 



 

 

 

And regarding the second coming of Jesus, there are 1,845 

references to it in the OT alone. 

 

17 of the 39 books of the OT speak of it. 

 

And out of 260 chapters in the NT, there are 318 references to the 

2nd coming of Christ, which averages to 1 out of every 30 verses.  

 

A stunning 23 out of 27 NT books make reference to the 2nd coming 

of Christ! 

____________ 

 

Now, the greatest prophet in all the Bible was Jesus Himself. 

 

And based on the disciple’s 3 questions, He launched into the 

longest set of prophecies of His entire ministry. 

 

He began with telling them about what we might call “general 

signs.” 

 

He predicted that there would be general signs to look for that 

would lead up to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, which 

took place in 70 AD——37 years after He was crucified, buried, 

resurrected, and ascended back to heaven.  

 

And just as He predicted, not one stone was left upon another. 

 



 

 

Now, Jesus told the disciples that leading up to this event there 

would be wars, rumors of wars, great earthquakes and widespread 

plagues or pandemics. 

 

And we know from history that all these things took place in the 37 

years between Jesus’ prediction and its fulfillment. 

 

The Jewish-Roman historian Josephus mentions both plagues and 

famine preceding the destruction of Jerusalem.  

__________ 

 

But keep in mind that Jesus was also answering the next two 

questions—“What will be the sign of your coming, and of the end of 

the age?” 

 

So His prediction of wars, threat of wars, famines, great 

earthquakes, and pandemics would also be the general signs leading 

up to His return. 

 

And then He gave us a VERY IMPORTANT KEY in vs 8: “All these are 

the beginning of birth pains, but the end is not yet.” 

 

Now, when a woman goes into labor, her birth pangs start at certain 

intervals and grow closer and closer together....this is how she 

knows the birth is drawing near. 

 

The Lord is using this illustration to tell us that, though these things 

will always be part of a fallen world, they will increase in frequency 

and intensity as His return draws near... 



 

 

 

All these general signs would begin to crescendo like a great 

orchestra of tribulation before His return. 

 

These are the general signs that something prophetic is going on, 

“But,” He adds, “the end of all things is not yet.” 

__________ 

 

Now, since it’s a pestilence or pandemic we’re facing right now, let’s 

me speak to that. 

 

The truth is that, just as Jesus predicted, we encounter pandemics of 

one kind or another virtually every year.  

 

And tens of thousands of people die as a result.  

 

And if you look back in history you see that the world has always 

been rocked with plagues and pandemics, some far worse than what 

we face now: 

 

1. In the first couple of centuries after Jesus’ life, two historic 

plagues ravaged the Roman Empire. They killed roughly a quarter 

to a third of the population, killing three emperors and ravaging 

the empire. And as in the case of the coronavirus today, panic 

spread because society did not understand the disease. 

2. Then in AD 541, the Plague of Justinian reached the Byzantine  

capital of Constantinople and was soon claiming up to 10,000 

lives per day. 



 

 

3. Then the Black Death that struck Europe in 1347 wiped out whole 

towns, and it was said that the living spent most of their time 

burying the dead in mass graves. It lasted about 5 years and 

killed as many as 50 million people—more than half the 

population of Europe. Many people in that time thought it was the 

end of the world, but it wasn’t.  

4. Then the Italian Plague of 1629–1631 was an outbreak of 

Bubonic plague that wound up killing some 280,000 people, 

including over half the residents of Verona, Italy. The Republic of 

Venice lost nearly a third of its population of 140,000. But that 

wasn’t the end either, though many thought it was. 

5. Then there was the Great Plague of London that struck between 

1665 and 66. At its peak in September 1665, some 8,000 people 

were dying each week totaling 75,000-100,000. 

6. And a pandemic that some of our great grandparents might 

remember was the Spanish flu of 1918. It infected over a third of 

the world’s population and took the lives of 20-50 million people.  

 

But was it the end of the world? No.  

 

So in perspective, the Coronavirus, though definitely bad, is not in 

the same league as these historic plagues. 

 

So does the Coronavirus spell the end of the world? No.  

 

It is just like Jesus said, “There will be wars, famines, and 

pestilences (pandemics) as part of the world landscape until I 

return.” 

 



 

 

Not that we shouldn’t fight them, pray against them, and search for 

medical solutions, we should! 

__________ 

 

Here’s what Jesus DID SAY about the end of the world:  

 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Matt. 24:36 NIV). 

 

He then went on to compare the people of Noah’s day before the 

Great Flood, and the people in Lot’s day that lived in Sodom and 

Gomorrah. 

 

Jesus said, “They did not know” what was about to happen until it 

was too late—the Great Flood came and took them all away, and the 

fire of Judgment fell on Sodom in a flash and took them all away. 

 

He then said, “Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man 

(Jesus) is revealed.” 

 

There will be a shock factor to the return of Christ...People just 

won’t see it coming. 

 

So in Jesus’ mind the question is and always has been, “Are you 

ready when your time DOES come?  

 

Are you prepared to meet your Maker?” 

 



 

 

He said at the end of His prophetic answer to the disciples’ 

questions: “So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 

come at an hour when you do not expect him” (Matt. 24:44 NKJV). 

 

Are you ready? 

 

God forbid, if something should happen today would you be ready to 

meet God? 

 

You say, “How can I, Jeff?” 

 

The Bible says we must repent of our sins, asking God’s forgiveness, 

and call upon His Son, Jesus Christ, to come into our heart and life.  

 

LET’S PRAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


