
 

 

“Don’t be Rattled” 
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1 Cor. 15:58 NKJV “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 

steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord. Knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 

 

Now, the context for this passage is that certain false teachers 

had been telling the Christians in Corinth that there was no 

resurrection. 

 

Paul asks them in verse 12: “Now if Christ is preached that He 

has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say 

that there is no resurrection of the dead?” 

 

It was probably the group called the Sadducees who believed 

there was no resurrection.  

 

Jesus Himself had confronted them in the gospels, telling them 

they had erred, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of 

God. 

 

But their message had apparently rattled some of the 

Christians at Corinth, to make them doubt the future 

resurrection of their bodies, which Paul had clearly assured 

them of: 

 



 

 

1 Thes. 4:14 NKJV “We believe that Jesus died, but we also 

believe that he rose again. So we believe that God will raise to 

life through Jesus any who have died and bring them together 

with him when he comes.” 

 

So Paul wrote the entire 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians 15 to 

describe HOW the resurrection will happen, WHY it will happen, 

and that it WILL happen. 

____________ 

 

Now, the very last verse in this resurrection chapter is our text 

today. 

 

Paul is telling the Christians, don’t let these things rattle you, 

or knock you out of your confidence and security in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

It reminds me of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian church: 

 

Eph. 4:14 NLT “That we would no longer be...tossed and blown 

about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced 

when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like 

the truth.” 

___________ 

 

And that’s where I want to go today—God says to all of us in 

this hour—“Don’t be rattled.” 



 

 

 

We may not be dealing with a doctrinal issue like the 

Corinthians were, but we’re being touched by many things that 

are rattling some Christians. 

 

It seems we’re in a time when everything that CAN be shaken 

is BEING shaken. 

 

—A national pestilence has changed our lives. 

—Racial tensions fill the air. 

—An uncertain job market concerns many. 

—Rising persecution seeks to intimidate the church. 

 

But God’s word to His people remains the same—Don’t be 

rattled, shaken, or discouraged! 

 

David the psalmist triumphantly declared: “Truly he is my rock 

and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken” (Ps. 

62:6 NIV). 

____________ 

 

So instead of being shaken and troubled, Paul says “Therefore, 

my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord.” 

 

Listen to those three powerful words—Steadfast. Immovable. 

Abounding. 



 

 

 

Let’s unwrap them! 

 

I. Steadfast 

 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be STEADFAST.” 

 

Steadfast means “to be firm in purpose and mind; well-

stationed, securely positioned, not given to fluctuation or 

"moving off course." 

 

Paul loved using the word STEADFAST: “Continue in the faith, 

grounded and steadfast...not moved away from the hope of the 

gospel which you heard,”—Col 1:23 NKJV 

 

This first exhortation points to YOU as an individual. 

 

It’s telling you and me as individuals to not be moved away 

from our own steadfastness WITHIN ourselves. 

 

In other words, stand your ground in your own convictions. 

 

For instance, Paul told Timothy: "You, however, continue in the 

things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing 

from whom you have learned them" (2 Timothy 3:14 NASB). 

___________ 

 



 

 

ILLUS: Steadfastness is like an anchored ship—no matter how 

strong the winds blow, the waves roll, or the tide pulls—the 

anchor keeps the ship in place, STEADFAST, FIXED, SAFE from 

the dangerous rocks beneath. 

 

Our ANCHOR is the Lord Jesus Christ and God’s “exceedingly 

great and precious promises.” 

 

No matter what storms rage around us, down in the depths of 

our soul rests that ANCHOR, holding us steady! 

___________ 

 

Then secondly, he says: 

 

II. Be immovable 

 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable...” 

 

Immovable is very close to steadfast in meaning—but whereas 

steadfast focuses more on not being moved within yourself, 

immovable points more to not being moved by others. 

 

You’re at school or work and you’re surrounded by unbelievers. 

 

They not only don’t agree with your faith, they mock it, make 

fun of you, and make you the brunt of their jokes. 

 



 

 

It tempts you to be moved from your witnessing about Christ, 

and to conform to the world to stop the pain. 

 

God says, “Be immovable—Don’t be moved!” 

 

Listen to the words of Peter: “If you are insulted because of the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of 

God rests on you” (1 Pet 4:14 NIV). 

 

Remember that—God is watching—He sees it all—And He will 

strengthen you TO NOT BE MOVED! 

___________ 

 

And finally, Paul uses the word: 

 

III. Abounding 

 

“Always abounding in the work of the Lord.” 

 

Abounding means “to exceed the ordinary.” 

 

So Paul is saying that not only are we to remain steadfast 

within, and refuse to be moved away from our faith by others, 

we’re to busy ourselves with ABOUNDING in the work of the 

Lord. 

 



 

 

In a day when everyone is talking about avoiding burnout, 

scaling back, taking it easy—Paul says the opposite! 

 

Exceed the ordinary in your involvement with good works to 

the glory of Christ! 

 

Listen to the frequency with which Paul urges Christians to get 

off the benches and onto the playing field: 

 

He tells pastor Titus to “Remind the people to be ready for 

every good work” (3:1 NKJV). 

 

And again: “I want you to affirm constantly, that those who 

have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. 

These things (good works) are good and profitable for all” 

(3:8). 

 

And yet again: “Let our people also learn to maintain good 

works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful” 

(3:14). 

 

Notice that abounding in good works is good, and profitable, 

and causes you to be fruitful in spiritual growth! 

 

To cap it off, Paul assures us that “Your labor is not vain in the 

Lord.” 

 



 

 

You never serve Christ for nothing—it’s not empty effort, 

worthless effort, or a waste of your time! 

____________ 

 

So I want to encourage you today in the midst of a very 

discouraging world, to: 

 

Trust in Him with all your heart. 

 

Be STEADFAST—Don’t give up your steadfastness within. 

 

Be UNMOVABLE—Don’t allow others to move you away from 

your faith. 

 

Be ABOUNDING in the work of the Lord—get involved in your 

church’s ministries, look for ways to witness, get plugged in to 

the kind of ministry that appeals to you. 

 

Do something for the Lord’s team and then do a little more—

EXCEED THE ORDINARY! 

_____________ 

 

Let’s pray 

 


