
 

 

“The God Who Delivers” 

2/21/21 

 

2 Cor. 1:8-10 “For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 

of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened 

beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of 

life. 9 Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we 

should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 

10 who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; 

in whom we trust that He will still deliver us,”  

 

Now, we don’t know exactly what the “trouble” was that Paul 

experienced in Asia, but we DO know it was so severe they 

wondered if they would survive with their life. 

 

In fact, Paul calls it a ‘sentence of death,’ meaning that when 

God delivered them, it was as good as being raised from the 

dead. 

 

Now....notice the three tenses that Paul uses regarding God’s 

deliverance—He HAS delivered, He IS delivering, He SHALL 

deliver.  

 

Past, present, and future!  

 

The word ‘Deliver’ here implies something verrrrry important: 

 



 

 

It means “to remove someone from the very presence of 

danger or oppression—UNTO and FOR the rescuer.”  

 

In other words, I’m not just delivered from danger for the 

rescuer to simply walk away once the job is done. 

 

A fireman rescues you from a burning building, and then walks 

away....He was there to rescue, and that’s it—JOB done. 

 

But when God delivers us, He brings us unto Himself, into His 

everlasting arms forever! 

 

God doesn’t deliver us FROM sin, hell, and trouble to then just 

tell us to go have a great life. 

 

NO, He delivers us FROM destruction to bring us UNTO Him! 

 

Col. 1:13-14 “For he has rescued us FROM the kingdom of 

darkness and transferred us INTO the Kingdom of his dear Son, 

14 who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” 

____________ 

 

Now, our text today reveals that the life of the believer is 

blessed with the gracious deliverance of God from beginning to 

end. 

 

Our life is bookended with deliverance! 



 

 

 

It begins with our salvation and our deliverance from sin and 

death! 

 

It ends with our being delivered off of this planet at the rapture 

and taken to heaven. 

 

But Paul also adds that the years in between our salvation and 

home going are graced with God’s faithful deliverances. 

 

He HAS, He IS, and He WILL deliver us! 

 

Our God is a delivering God! 

 

Let’s say together—He HAS delivered me, He IS delivering me, 

He SHALL deliver me! 

___________ 

 

So let’s look for a moment at these three types of deliverance 

God brings—FIRST: 

 

I. He has delivered me 

 

The Bible says that Jesus came to earth on a rescue mission. 

 

He came to deliver us FROM sin and its terrible consequences 

of death and hell. 



 

 

 

Listen to what Jesus said: “The Son of Man came to find lost 

people and save them” (Lk. 1:10 ERV). 

 

LOST is a tough word in the language in which Jesus spoke it. 

 

It means “to violently/completely perish, to be permanently 

destroyed, to die, with the implication of ruin and destruction, 

to utterly perish by experiencing a miserable end.” 

___________ 

 

The Bible literally represents the lost as being dead! 

 

“At one time you were dead because of your sins. 2 You 

followed the sinful ways of the world and obeyed the leader of 

the power of darkness. He is the devil who is now working in 

the people who do not obey God. 3 At one time all of us lived to 

please our old selves. We gave in to what our bodies and minds 

wanted. We were sinful from birth...” (Eph. 2:1-3 NLV) 

 

So when Jesus first delivered us through salvation, it was from 

being LOST—doomed, headed toward an eternal, miserable 

end. 

 

ILLUS: I have never been able to entirely shake the true story 

I’m about to share.  

 



 

 

There once was a man who worked in a small town as the 

operator of a drawbridge on a river.  

 

A train track ran across the bridge, and the man’s job was to 

keep the bridge up when no train was coming so that the boats 

could pass underneath.  

 

When a train approached, he was to blow the whistle and let 

down the bridge.  

 

One sunny Saturday morning, the man brought his seven-year-

old son along to work with him.  

 

The boy would play along the river, skip rocks on the water, 

chase butterflies, and do what little boys do. 

 

Shortly before noon, a passenger train was due to come 

through the area.  

 

The man began to make preparations to let the bridge down so 

the train could pass safely across the river.  

 

As he examined the bridge, he noticed that someone—a small 

child—had somehow climbed over the guardrail next to the 

bridge, and was playing at the very spot where the bridge 

would come down.  

 



 

 

As he looked closer, he realized with horror that the child was 

his son.  

 

In desperation, he yelled out his son!s name, but the sound of 

the approaching train drowned out his screams.  

 

He knew he had to make a quick decision.  

 

If he lowered the bridge now his son would die.  

 

But if he didn!t, all the people on the train would die as the 

train plunged into the river.  

 

He barely had time to think.  

 

As he screamed in agony, the man thrust forward the lever to 

lower the bridge just as the train arrived.  

 

His son died instantly.  

 

And as the train passed by, the people just smiled and waved 

as they passed by the man in the control booth, with his head 

bowed low, oblivious to what had just taken place. 

 

The passengers were saved from total destruction by the act of 

a father giving up his son. 

 



 

 

LISTEN: “For God so loved the world He gave...” (John 3:16) 

___________ 

 

But then secondly, Paul says: 

 

II. He IS delivering me 

 

“Who delivered us (IN THE PAST) from so great a death, and 

does (NOW) deliver us;”  

 

So how does the Lord rescue and deliver us in everyday life? 

 

A. He rescues us from Satan’s attacks—“The Lord will rescue 

me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen” 

(2 Timothy 4:18 NLT).  

 

B. He rescue us from ourselves. 

 

     We all live in a house of flesh that can still be tempted. 

 

     We all have weaknesses that can defeat us without His help. 

 

     But the Lord DELIVERS us! “And the Holy Spirit helps us in 

our weakness. For example, we don!t know what God wants us 

to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that 

cannot be expressed in words” (Ro. 8:26 NLT). 



 

 

 

Paul records crying out to God in weakness and Jesus telling 

him—"My grace is all you need. My power works best in 

weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, 

so that the power of Christ can work through me” (2 Cor. 12:9 

NLT). 

 

The Christian life is not something lived out by willpower, it’s 

lived out by His power! 

 

ILLUS: When you fly in a jet, do you at any time have to add 

your own strength or efforts to make that plane take off? 

 

NO! All you need do is sit back and relax—the jet will do the 

work. 

 

It’s the same thing in the Christian life—it is not MY POWER 

that enables me to live it out, it’s HIS POWER within me! 

 

All I need do is make sure there’s fuel in the tank—that there’s 

oil in the lamp, by daily feeding my inner man with the Word of 

God and prayer! 

 

Jesus said, “You wanna know how to be fruitful and victorious? 

Just abide in me, and let my Words abide in you, and you will 

bring forth much fruit!” (John 15) 

_____________ 



 

 

 

Then lastly, Paul says: 

 

III. He shall deliver me 

 

“Who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; 

in whom we trust that He will still deliver us.”  

 

He HAS, He IS, and He SHALL deliver us! 

 

Oh, what a final, great deliverance that will be—For it will be 

that moment when our Savior takes us home! 

 

“We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living 

when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who 

have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven 

with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 

with the trumpet call of God.” 

“First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. 

17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain 

on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever” (1 Thes 4:15-17 

NLT). 

 

We’re going home someday soon in our final great deliverance 

from the God who delivers!  

 



 

 

Let’s say together: He HAS delivered me, He IS delivering me, 

He SHALL deliver me! 

 

Let’s stand! 

 


