
I. GOD DELIGHTS IN FORGIVING SINNERS

	 A. 	 God’s justice questioned (Ezekiel 18:25)

	 B. 	 God’s justice defended (Ezekiel 18:26–31)

	 C. 	 God’s gospel demanded (Ezekiel 18:32)

					    a.	 Justice satisfied

					    b.	 Ability granted

					    c.	 Pleasure experienced
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SERMON REFLECTIONS

1.	 Have you ever questioned the justice of God? What sort of situation(s) caused you to do 
so?

2.	 How would you explain God being both the source and standard of justice? In what ways 
do these truths offer us comfort when we want to question God’s justice?

3. 	How does this passage cause us to long for the gospel?

4.	 In what ways does the gospel show both God’s justice and his pleasure in saving sinners?

Ezekiel 18:25-32

“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is 
not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: 
Is my way not just? Is it not your 
ways that are not just? 26 When a 
righteous person turns away from his 
righteousness and does injustice, he 
shall die for it; for the injustice that he 
has done he shall die. 27 Again, when 
a wicked person turns away from 
the wickedness he has committed 
and does what is just and right, he 
shall save his life. 28 Because he 
considered and turned away from 
all the transgressions that he had 
committed, he shall surely live; he 
shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel 
says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ 
O house of Israel, are my ways not 
just? Is it not your ways that are not 
just?

30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house 
of Israel, every one according to his 
ways, declares the Lord God. Repent 
and turn from all your transgressions, 
lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast 
away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in 
the death of anyone, declares the Lord 

God; so turn, and live.”


