
I. PAYMENT FOR OUR UNION WITH CHRIST
 A. The purchase Christ made brings us every spiritual blessing 

(Ephesians 1:3-14)

   1. These blessings are for us now (Ephesians 1:4-10; 2:13-16)

   2. These blessings are for all of eternity (Ephesians 1:11-14; 2:4-7)

 B. The price was paid in full by Christ (Hebrews 9:11-14, 23-28)

II. THE WORK OF CHRIST BRINGS GOOD NEWS
 A. It is Good News for the world

   1. Before we knew Christ, we were dead in our sins and enemies of God 
(Ephesians 2:1-9; Colossians 2:13-15)

   2. Jesus gives hope to a hostile world (John 7:7; 15:18-19; 16:19-20; 
16:32-33; 3:16-17; Romans 5:6-11)

 B. It is Good News for the Church

   1. Our blessings are secured by the finished work of Christ alone 
(Colossians 1:15-23)

   2. We are freed from two equally dangerous conditions 
(Romans 7:7-25; 6:1-4, 15-18)

III.  HOW SHOULD WE LIVE?
 A. We walk in gratitude, bearing the fruit of the Spirit 

(Colossians 2:6-7; Galatians 5:22-23)

 B. We display humble wisdom (Ephesians 4:1-3; James 3:13-18)

 C. We do good works that God has prepared for us (Ephesians 2:8-10)

 D. We encourage one another in community 
(Hebrews 10:19-25; Colossians 3:12-17)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS

1. Do you sometimes think that we need to repay God for our salvation, or that 
we need to earn it? What do the Scriptures teach us?

2. Before we knew Christ, before we were born again to a living hope, we were 
enemies of God. What made us God’s enemies?

3. Avoiding the two dangerous errors or legalism and antinomianism, what 
should we do with God’s commandments?

4. How does living in spiritual community in the context of church help our union 
with Christ?

EPHESIANS 1:3–14
Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 4 even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 
5 he predestined us for adoption 
to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, 6 to the praise of his 
glorious grace, with which he has 
blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In 
him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches 
of his grace, 8 which he lavished 
upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight 9 making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to 
his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness 
of time, to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on 
earth.

11 In him we have obtained 
an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel 
of his will, 12 so that we who were 
the first to hope in Christ might 
be to the praise of his glory. 13 
In him you also, when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and believed 
in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it, 
to the praise of his glory.
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