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January 2022 
From Pastor Dave ~ 

Ever since the Augsburg Confession was put forth in 1530, Lutherans have called the doctrine of justification 
the “article upon which the church stands or falls.” Grace is received apart from and despite what we do 
because of Jesus Christ. That is the cornerstone of the Lutheran message. But, does that message still mat-
ter? 

It may seem silly for a Lutheran pastor to ask that question, but it comes up more often then you would 
think. 

It came up in seminary when the occasional classmate would say that they “wish Lutherans would just move 
beyond Justification. We’re justified, we get it, what’s next?” 

And the question of justification’s relevance came up again during the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
when not a few pastors openly wondered if “God was done with the Lutheran movement?” 

So either implicitly or explicitly the question is out there. Perhaps it shouldn’t surprise us. We Lutherans have 
been sounding off about justification by faith for 500 years now. Has it all become stale? 

Twitter is a wonderful program for probing the depths of human sinfulness. So it should come as no surprise 
to you that it is from Twitter that we get proof that this old message still makes a difference in our world.  
Recently, Jonathan Shalit wrote the following: 

"If you don’t come out of this quarantine with; 

1) a new skill, 

2) your side hustle started, 

3) more knowledge, 

— you never lacked time. You lacked discipline."  — Jonathan Shalit OBE (Hon Prof) (@jonathanshalit) April 22, 2020 

Now Jonathan is a talent manager in London, not a theologian. However, there is no lack of people pushing 
this message. Jonathan gives into the same kind of thinking that defines those who believe in works right-
eousness  -that your value is determined by what you have accomplished. 

This particular message falls into a well known story in our world: the cult of productivity. We constantly 
hear messages about how we can become better human beings by doing more. But, as Saint Paul says in his 
letter to the Galatians, this message is “another gospel” and not the message of Jesus Christ. This message 
does not liberate you, but enslaves you to more and more endless work. Finally, like all idols, the promise 
here is empty. Learning a new skill, starting your “side hustle,” none of these things will actually free you. 

What will free you is that old message of justification. It is not your accomplishments that save you. What 
you do will not free you. Instead it is the cross of Christ, his death and resurrection, that marks us forever. 

Martin Luther writes in the Heidelberg Disputation: 

"The person who believes that he can obtain grace by doing what is in him adds sin to sin so that he be-
comes doubly guilty. 

Nor does speaking in this manner give cause for despair, but for arousing the desire to humble oneself and 
seek the grace of Christ." 

In the end, Luther identifies the main problem with the message that Mr. Shalit pushes: it leads only to des-
pair. Despair that I have not done enough, despair that I have not been disciplined enough, despair that I 
have not accomplished enough.  

The cult of productivity, especially during these days of quarantine and sickness, will not offer any true 
freedom. Instead what will free you is a message we Lutherans have been harping about for a very long 
time. That message is simple: no amount of discipline, accomplishment, or works done will free you. 
Only Jesus Christ and his cross will 

    Please note that this first appeared on my blog in April 2020.  -Pastor Dave 

 

 

January Worship Assistants  

             Assisting Minister       Lector   Ushers    Greeters 

1/2 Melanie Anderson  Candy Franz Del Boring/ Michael Boring 

1/9 John VanVleet  Donna Suain     Donna Suain 

1/16 Renee Mushalko  Shirley Rush 

1/23 Barb Emmets  Karen Harvey     Janet Poulsom 

1/30   Michael Boring    Barb Emmets   

Your help is needed to fill the Usher and Greeter positions this month. Please Sign up. 

There are information sheets in the Narthex for each position,  and a sign-up sheet. 

www.RELC.org    

3500 Main St., Hilliard, OH  

Bible Study with Pastor Dave 

Tuesday at 11 am at RELC    &   Thursday at 7 pm via ZOOM 

(Email pastordave@relc.org for the ZOOM link)     All are invited—join when you can! 

mailto:pastordave@relc.org


 

January 2022 

  Welcome All.  Tell The Story.  Grow As Disciples.                 

 

 

Thank you to you and everyone at RELC for being in communication 
and helping us move the blood drive to an alternative location. Last 
Thursday our team was able to collect 28 units of blood which will 
help save 84 lives!! I hope you had a wonder-
ful Christmas and I’m looking forward to the 
next RELC drive.  -Cat from American Red Cross Blood Services 

Next Blood Drive  Tuesday,  

February  1 from 11am-5pm  

If you use social media at all, you’ve probably seen something 

similar before. If “We Three Kings” had been women, they 

would have brought things the new mother and child could ac-

tually USE. Another pokes fun at Christmas Carol musician who 

thought the best gift he could give a tired mother and her finally 

sleeping infant was a drum solo! 

As we close our 2021 calendars and open 2022, I invite you to 

think about the gifts you bring. Each of us have them…but we often minimize them. “I 

have no gold” we think. “I’m not eloquent”. “I’m no missionary.”  

When Jesus picked his disciples, he didn’t choose rich men, public speakers, or reli-

gious leaders…he called fishermen and tax collectors, and he calls us today. Perhaps 

the greatest “things” those twelve had was an open heart and a willingness to be 

used.  

Maybe your gift is the gift of gab…or a green thumb. Maybe you’re good with a paint-

brush or a camera. Maybe your gift is simply having time to share. God gave us all of 

these gifts and more so that we could give them back.  

I want to encourage each of you to find a place in our church and community to put 

those gifts to use. Don’t wait for someone to ask you; just look around. Contact the 

church office or ask a member of council how your gifts could be put to use. Or…just 

show up and start doing something. That’s how the Compost Ministry got started.  
           ~Charlie Anderson 
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2022 Youth Stromboli Sale! 

 

Cheese only or Pepperoni/Cheese 

 

$10 

 

Order January 9th - 23rd  

 

Pick up: Sunday, January 30th 

 

Questions - email: relcyouthgroup@gmail.com 

 

Proceeds benefit our trip to the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering 

 

        RELC BOOK CLUB 

   The book for January 18th is 

 AMERICAN DIRT by Jeanine Cummins.  

(Meetings are back at RELC in the Narthex.) 

Thank You…. 

To everyone who volunteered their time to help deco-
rate the church for Christmas – Thank you! 
To everyone who made cookies for Christmas Eve – 

Thank you! 

To everyone who will help take down the decorations 

and store them away for next 

year – Thank you! 
 

I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas, 

you certainly helped make Christmas at 

RELC shiny and bright. 

  - Kathy Rotolo 
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Men’s Fella-ship Breakfast 

Saturday, Jan. 8th, 8:30am 

Make your own break-

fast burritos!! 
 

In addition to a wonderful breakfast, the 2nd Al-
most Annual Men's Fella-ship Re-Gift Exchange! 

Bring a present that just wasn't quite right for you, 
in a gift-bag of course. We'll exchange 
White Elephant style. We also have a 

couple small projects to complete.      
All Men are welcome! 

Sundays, 

11:10-11:45 AM 

When it comes to  

faith practices,  Bi-

ble readings, the-

ology, and so on, 

what have you been curious about? 

Pastor Dave Kamphuis and      

Dan Mushalko explore questions  

about Lutheran ritual, Pastor’s        

sermons, and the Sunday readings, 

and answer your  burning questions. 

In-person audience welcome (Life 

Center) or join online via live stream-

ing: relc.org (Live Worship button) 

You can submit your questions    

online (during discussion) or  by 

email (other times) at pastor-

dave@relc.org 

The Pastor     

and the            

Recovering     

Heretic 

To use AmazonSmile, simply go to 

smile.amazon.com on your web browser or activate 

AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app on your 

iOS or Android phone within the Settings or Pro-

grams & Features menu. On your web browser, you 

can add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it 

even easier to return and start your shopping with 

AmazonSmile.  

You can select us as your AmazonSmile charity by visiting: smile.amazon.com/ch/31-6038389  

Worship Assistants  

Thanks to all who have volunteered 

to serve during Worship the last     

several months. 

There are still some open positions 

for the services in the new year that 

need volunteers - 

GREETERS are needed for all of       

January; 

 USHERS are needed for ALL the     

services in January. 

So…PLEASE consider signing up for 

one or more of these positions. No 

previous experience needed! All ages 

welcome to sign-up!  
If you need information on any of these duties, 

please see or email Kathy Rotolo 

(kathy.rotolo@relc.org).  There is a sign-up 

sheet in the narthex or you can email the church 

office (office@relc.org).  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD   

Even though it is now January - Christmas is 
never over for OCC. If you got new shoes or 
sneakers for Christmas, don't forget to save 
those shoe boxes. Please no boot boxes! 
Small items for the boxes are also available at 
some stores after the holidays. More infor-
mation will be forthcoming 
as we move into 2022.  

Any questions - see Barb Em-
mets or Pam Davis 

Communication Team would love more photos of events that happen at the church! If you are 

interested in taking photos for our social media, website or newsletter at events please email the 

office so we can let you know of upcoming events. office@RELC.org  We need your help! 

http://www.relc.org
mailto:pastordave@relc.org?subject=Q&A%20Question
mailto:pastordave@relc.org?subject=Q&A%20Question
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
mailto:kathy.rotolo@relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

 Email to prayerteam@relc.org or  

contact the office at 614-876-7926,  

 or email office@relc.org. 

                  Giving Garden Update                         January 2022 

December 26, 2021 – Garden Journal entry:  It is the day after Christmas and 

Mark and I are standing outside at the Giving Garden soaking in some sunshine 

and feeling the warmth of a 60+-degree afternoon.  Today we harvested the 

kale and buttercrunch lettuce that was planted on 9/26/21.  The harvest was 

weighed, bagged and delivered to BOLD.  Harvest totals = Kale @ 1.28# and 

Buttercrunch Lettuce @ 1.36#.  I am sure some BOLD families will appreciate 

the freshness of these greens.   

December 27, 2021 – Garden Journal entry:  Today was “seed sorting”.  I had to 

sort and inventory all the various seeds that have accumulated in my seed bag 

over the last year.  Glad this is done!!  This sure makes it easier when I begin to 

purchase seeds on line next month or when they appear in the stores.  My list 

is ready!!!! 

December 28, 2021 – Gar-

den Journal entry:  Har-

vest totals for kale and 

lettuce entered in the 

2021 Giving Garden 

spreadsheet.  Total 2021 

harvest = 605 ½ # (2020 

harvest total was 522 ½#).  

Wow what a great year!   

Thank you, Jesus, for the 

Giving Garden and all the 

volunteers who contribute 

to this ministry.   

Happy New Year! 

Carol Williams 

Game night is  

January 29th 
at 6:30  

Please bring your 
favorite game and a snack to share.    

Don’t forget to link your Kroger Shopper’s Card to 

RELC so we earn Community Rewards Donations. 
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 Are you planning on making 
cookies but don’t have time to find your recipes, or shop for the ingredients, or 
just want to try something new?  How about trying the Cookie Dough made by the 
youth team from First English?  There are 5 flavors to choose from -- Chocolate 
Chip, Oatmeal Cranberry White Chocolate Chip, Chocolate Peanut Butter, S’mores, 
and Corn (these are fabulous buttery with a touch of saltiness) -- only $12 for a 16 
oz. container.  The dough comes frozen so all you need to do is thaw and bake and 
enjoy!  For additional information on the order process, please see the flyer in the 
narthex or contact Kathy Rotolo (kathy.rotolo@relc.org).  I will gladly pick up the 
dough for you from First English.  Thank you for supporting this program!     

~Kathy Rotolo 

Order at www.22streetcookies.com 

After purchase you can pick up your dough 

at 1015 E. Main St, Columbus, OH 43205 

every Sat 9am-noon. 

If you have any questions about your 

order or how to order, email 

22streetcookies@gmail.com 

 

 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

34 shawls were blessed by Pastor and the 
congregation on December 12th.   

For the next few months, please continue 
to work on making shawls and patches at 

home, and we will schedule some in-
person meetings in the spring.  

Anyone interested in making shawls or 
patches that has not made them in the past 
- see Barb Emmets for further information 

about this ministry. 

 Youth Group News 

 Plan Ahead 
Godly Play (preshool -3rd 

grade)  

& Youth Sunday School (grades 4-7)  

   meet every Sunday at 9am 
 

Youth Stromboli Sale - Our annu-
al stromboli sale is on! Stromboli 
come frozen and in cheese only 
or pepperoni/cheese. Cost is $10 
each and they will be ready for 
pick up after service on January 
30th. Proceeds benefit our trip 
to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 
Minneapolis this summer! Place 
your order today!  

First English Meals      

Looking for something new to do this year? How about helping out with our meal 
ministry at 1st English Lutheran Church?  1st English is at East Main and 22nd St. on the 
east side of Columbus. We provide breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of every month, and 

dinner on the 4th Thursday of odd numbered months. Breakfast prep work is done on 
Saturday morning in the RELC kitchen.  Dinner prep work is done Thursday afternoon 
in the RELC kitchen.  Service for both meals is done via take-out containers once we 
get to 1st English.  The number of folks we serve is now at 100, an increase of almost 
30 from when we started.  If you would like to have more information on this minis-
try, please see Kathy Rotolo. Whether you are interested in helping with the prep or 
with the packing and serving – or both! – you will find it is a very fulfilling mission. 
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January Calendar                  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1) New Year’s Day 

 9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

 

 2)  

9:00am Sunday School 
(Youth grades 4-7)   

10:00am  Worship 

11:10am  Q&A (WLC) 

 

3) 

4:30pm  BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

7:00pm Cubs 
Committee 
Meeting 

 

4) 

11:00am Bible 
Study (Narthex) 

6-8pm Cub Scouts 
Den Meetings 

7:00pm Financial 
Stewardship Meet-
ing 

5) 

7:00pm Scouts 

6)Epiphany 

De-Decorating 
the church 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

 

7) 

6-10pm Media 
(WLC  &   
Narthex) 

8)  

8:30am Men’s Breakfast 
(Narthex) 

 9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

9:30am FELC Breakfast 
Prep (kitchen) 

 9) Epiphany Sunday 

8:00am Breakfast FELC 
(First English Columbus, OH)  

 9:00am Sunday School  
(Godly Play & Youth only) 

10:00am Worship 

11:10am  Q&A (WLC) 

6:00pm Confirmation 
Class   

10) 

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

 

11) 

11:00am Bible 
Study (Narthex) 

7:00pm Cub Scouts 
Den Meeting 

7:00pm Council 
Meeting (office) 

12) 

7:00pm Scouts 

13) 

6:00pm Private 
event meeting 
(Narthex) 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

14) 

1:00pm GS 
event set-up 
(WLC ) 

15) 

8:30am—5pm Girl 
Scout Cookie Event  

 

 

 

9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

16) Baptism of our Lord 

9:00am  Sunday School 
(all ages)   

10:00am Worship 

11:10am Q & A (WLC) 

17) MLK Day 

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

 

18) 

11:00am Bible 
Study (Narthex) 

7:00pm Cub Scouts 
Den Meeting 

7:00pm Communi-
cations Meeting 
(office) 

7:00pm Book Club 

19) 

7:00pm Scouts 

20) 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

21)  

6:00pm Cub 
Scouts set-up 
(WLC) 

22)  

9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

2:00pm Cub Scouts 
Pinewood Derby 
(WLC) 

  

 

23) 

 9:00am Sunday School 
(Godly Play, Youth, Adult) 

10:00am Worship 

11:10am Q &A (WLC) 

6:00pm Confirmation 
Class 

24) 

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

 

25) 

11:00am Bible 
Study (Narthex) 

7:00pm Cub Scouts 
Den Meeting 

7:00pm Theology 
on Tap (Crooked 
Can) 

26) 

7:00pm Scouts 

27) 

1:00pm FELC 
Dinner Prep 
(kitchen) 

4:30pm FELC 
Dinner (FELC 
Columbus, OH)  

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

28)  29)  

9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

6:30pm Family Game 
Night 

        January Birthdays                                               

1/2   James Rader  1/6   Pam Davis            1/6   Elizabeth Lockhart  

1/7   Nathaniel Bontz 1/7   Owen Flanagan  1/8   Julia Nelsen         

1/9   Alexander Bontz 1/13 David Kamphuis  1/13 Frank Dengg  

1/14 Nancy Knudsen           1/16 Donald Thompson  1/21 Chuck Gloeckner  

1/21 Pat Gloeckner 1/22 Roger Knudsen          1/25 Michael Biggert  

1/28 Kathren Church 1/31 Nancy Bryner    

       CONTACT INFORMATION 
  

 >Rev. David Kamphuis, Pastor                                                         

    pastordave@relc.org 

    Office: 614-876-7926  

    Cell: 616-745-7788 (call or text) 

 

>Brennan Harris, Director of Music 

   Email: Brennan.harris@relc.org  

   Cell: 917-972-3607 (call or text) 

>Media Team    Email: media@relc.com 

>Renee Mushalko, Council President 

    Email: president@relc.org 

>Altar Guild, Kathy Rotolo 

   Email: Sacristry@relc.org     

   Cell: 614-607-4180 (call or text) 

>Prayer Team    Email: prayerteam@relc.org 

>Church Office, Katherine Hunt 

   Email: office@relc.org      

30)  

9:00am Sunday School 
(Godly Play, Youth, Adult) 

10:00am Worship 

11:10am Q &A (WLC) 

31)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

     


