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August 2022 

~ From the Pastor                                 “Does welcome all mean them?”  

The past few weeks our sermon series has focused on our mission statement and using the Sunday read-

ings to investigate what our mission statement actually means. The first part of our mission statement is 

“welcome all.” After talking about welcoming for several weeks I’ve gotten quite a few questions like the 

one above. Usually the “them” that people are asking about, are usually people we struggle with, dare I say 

don’t like. Pick your group of people who you have problems with and that is usually the “them” folks ask 

about. Does welcome all really mean “them” ? 

The short answer is yes, but in order to explain that answer a bit more, I’ll have to talk about two things: 

first an old sermon and second, CS Lewis’ the Screwtape Letters.  

 

First, the old sermon. A while back I preached a sermon on Galatians 5:22-23, the fruit of the Spirit passage, 

and I said that the word for kindness in Greek actually means “useful kindness.” So yes, we are to welcome 

all, including “them.” However, welcoming “them” doesn’t just mean saying hi in the hallway. Welcoming 

“them” means welcoming the people with whom we struggle with useful kindness.  

Alright, on to the Screwtape Letters. If you have never read the book, I recommend you do. Lewis writes 

the book from the perspective of one devil giving advice to another devil on how to keep a person from 

becoming Christian. It’s a fascinating book because it gives some unique insights. In one chapter of the 

book Lewis writes this 

“The great thing is to direct the malice to his immediate neighbours whom he meets every 

day and to thrust his benevolence out to the remote circumference, to people he does not 

know. The malice thus becomes wholly real and the benevolence largely imaginary.” 

Lewis’ point is that it’s really easy to love people who are far away and who we haven’t met. It is much 

harder to love the person next to us. However, loving, or being usefully kind, to the people far away and 

treating those closest to us with malice or hate is spiritually destructive.  

 

So what does this have to do with our question? Does welcome all mean “them?” Yes it does, and specifi-

cally it means the “them” closest to you. Welcome all is most concerned with the real people we actually 

meet. We are to be usefully kind to the real people we really encounter, not just the people we see on TV. 

So, if you struggle with people who are immigrants, know that we are called to welcome all the immigrants 

right here in our own community. If you struggle with people of a different gender or sexuality know that 

we are called to be usefully kind to those people right here in our own community.  

Does welcome all really mean “them?” The answer is yes, but more specifically welcome all means being 

usefully kind to the people closest to us, especially the people with whom we struggle. I won’t pretend that 

is an easy call. Few things about being disciples of Jesus Christ are easy. But it is the call we received from 

our Lord at our baptisms nonetheless. .                                                                                                                                            -Pastor Dave 
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www.RELC.org    

3500 Main St., Hilliard, OH  

Worship Assistants   

 WE REALLY NEED MORE LECTORS, GREETERS, and USHERS. 

PLEASE consider signing up for one or more of these positions. No previous experience needed! 

 All ages welcome to sign-up!  If you need information on any of these duties, please see or email Kathy Rotolo 

(kathy.rotolo@relc.org). There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex or you can email the church office (office@relc.org).  

mailto:kathy.rotolo@relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
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Is evil real?  Or Jesus?  Why is it impossible to take the Bible literally? 

If you've ever had questions about your faith, or questioned if you should 
even have faith, join us for The Pastor and the Recovering Heretic every Sun-

day after service.  It's an open discussion about anything you've ever won-
dered about religion.  As a recovering heretic, Dan Mushalko takes no Church 
teaching at face value...while Pastor Dave Kamphuis taps his vast knowledge 

of Church history and theology to fill in the gaps of our doubt.  Most im-
portantly, they take your questions, too.  Ask about Lutheran practices, the 

day's readings, how the Bible fits with science, even whether Lazarus was the first zombie (yes, 
that was an actual topic from a listener question)!  Join us around 11:20am live in the Worship 

& Life Center, or on our live YouTube stream at https://bit.ly/RELC-QA . 

In response to many generous gifts in memory of Mike Vase-
lakes, we have been able to add an Assistive Listening sys-

tem to the Worship and Life Center. Instructions will be post-
ed at the Usher stand, but the process is very easy if you nor-
mally use a smartphone with your hearing aids. If you'd like 

to prepare ahead of time, download the "Listen Everywhere" 
app to your cell phone. When in the WLC, you can open that 
app and "Connect to the Venue". We will also have some de-

vices available each week for those who need them. 

The Church Directory is here!  

To obtain your very own digital copy, please email 
office@relc.org with the subject heading  

Directory Request 
If you have any changes or corrections or photos to add please 
email Katherine at office@relc.org so they can be updated for 

the newer version in the fall.  

Q & A with 

The Pastor 

and the            

Recovering     

Heretic 

Adult Forum: Pastor Dave is leading the discussion about a new story each week.  

Join the discussion Sundays at 9-9:45 AM in the Narthex.   
Self-Study: Each week there is a worksheet with a Bible reading available with ques-

tions to explore more of the story. Please grab one from the narthex binder, read it 

online {RELC.org under the Grow tab} or reach out to the office at office@relc.org 

The prophet Ezekiel witnessed an alien spacecraft in Babylon.  Or he was a hallucinating 
madman.  It depends on which cohost is riffing on Church in Space, RELC's innovative pod-

cast exploring the fertile ground between science fiction and religion.  No matter how 
spaced-out Drew Nelsen and Dan Mushalko get, Pastor Dave Kamphuis sees the seeds of a 

Bible lesson.  Sometimes Dave delivers hard-hitting theology; other 
times, it's an excuse to share a Martin Luther quote about beer.  Then 

the three are off again to the final frontier!  Find out why Church in 
Space has a growing worldwide audience -- tune in on your favorite 

podcast platform, on Podbean at https://bit.ly/ChurchInSpace , or on 
the RELC website at www.relc.org/podcast-2/ . (New Podcasts are usually uploaded weekly.) 

Bible Study with Pastor Dave 
Tuesday at 11 am at RELC  &  Thursday at 7 pm via ZOOM   

(Email pastordave@relc.org for the ZOOM link)    
  All are invited—join when you can! 

Media team would like you to know they 

are still working on the new screens in 

the Worship Life Center, but it is taking 

some time, so please be patient. One 

side is completed and ready to go!  

https://bit.ly/RELC-QA
mailto:office@relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
https://bit.ly/ChurchInSpace
http://www.relc.org/podcast-2/
mailto:pastordave@relc.org
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This year, on Rally Sunday, in addition to kicking off educational   

programs at RELC, we will also “educate” on what our ministries 

do and plan for the coming year. 

Not only is this an opportunity to connect with the various minis-

tries, but it is a truly opportune time to invite someone to come 

and see what RELC is all about. There are actually one or two 

generations of people who have never been part of a church and 

probably are not aware of how a church works. What better way 

to help them learn!  

There will be giveaways (as long as supplies last). Mark your cal-

endar and bring a friend!!! 

Sunday, August 21 

9:00 AM—10 AM 

11:15 AM –11:45 AM 

RELC Narthex 

There are two Red Cross Blood 

Drives in August here at RELC, 

please go online, call 1-800-RED 

CROSS or scan the QR code 

above to make an appointment.  

RedCrossBlood.org 

redcrossblood.org
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Men’s Fella-ship 

Breakfast  

Saturday, August 

13th 8:30am 

         All Men, all ages  

   are  welcome! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 Please send any requests to 
prayerteam@relc.org  

  or contact the office at 614-
876-7926,  or by email      

  office@relc.org. 

Theology on Tap August 23, 2022, 7pm 

@ Crooked Can Brewing Co., Center Street Market  

Theology on Tap meets once a month usu-

ally on the 4th Tuesday of the month for 

fellow ship and discussion on how faith in-

fluences what we think about current 

events and the world around us.   

RELC Lunch Ladies will meet August 

20th at 11:30am at Ten Pin Alley! 

Please RSVP to the office, as Sue will be 

on vacation. Call or 

email the office at  

614-876-7926 or 

office@RELC.org. Kathy 

Rotolo will share with 

us about her amazing 

trip to Ireland.  

Please continue working on 

making shawls and patches at 

home.  If you are interested in 

participating in this ministry 

please reach out to Barb  

Emmets.  

RELC book club will start up again 
Tuesday, August 16th at 7:00 pm 

The august book is SOLD ON A MONDAY   

by Kristina McMorrsi 

Look for our table at the ministry fair and pick up 
a book list for 2022-2023!! 

Don’t forget to link your Kroger Shopper’s Card to RELC 

so we can earn Community Rewards Donations.  

The group meet July 26 with 

about 14 people in attendance 

and the discussion was on the Be-

atitudes in Matthew. “Jesus says 

the meek shall inherit the earth. 

This isn’t just a gift, but also a 

responsibility.” 

mailto:prayerteam@relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
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First English Meals Update -We served over 100 dinners to our friends at 1st English on Thurs-

day, July 28. We were assisted by a group of high school students who are participating in “Sustain the Flame”, a 5-day 
camp at Capital University and Trinity Semi-
nary. Their theme is “Faith in Action” based 
on James 2:14-26 and they are led by Pr. 
Drew Tucker and mentored by students from 
Capital and Trinity.  A wonderful group of 
young people doing God’s work with their 
hands. If you are interested in learning more 
about our activities at 1st English, check out 
our display during the Ministry Fair on August 
21, or see Kathy Rotolo. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
Many thanks to everyone who took packets of Christmas cards for the shoe boxes. 
please turn them in at the office or in the gift wrapped box that is in the narthex. 
School supplies are now out in the stores, so it is a great time to buy them for the 
boxes. We are in need of notebooks ( spiral and composition), crayons, glue sticks, 

colored pencils, pencils, pens, erasers (large size and tips), sharpeners and chil-
dren's scissors, All supplies can be put in the tubs at the Donation Station in the narthex. If you would 

like to make a monetary donation please give that to Barb Emmets. Thank you so much for helping 
spread the love of Jesus to many, many children through this ministry. 

  

 SHOE BOXES – 

 (No Boot Boxes Please) 

 CUPS 

 SOCKS 

 STUFFED ANIMALS 

 SMALL TOYS 

 NOTEBOOKS  
(Spiral and Composition) 

Faith Mission Request- there is 
a need at Faith Mission for male 
and female toiletry items to 
make Care Kits for the clients. 

Items needed are full size shampoo, condi-
tioner, body wash, body lotion deodorant, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes. (especially 
men's deodorant) Items can be put in the 
Faith Mission tub at the Donation Station in 
the narthex. Any questions - see Barb Emmets. 

From the Council: 

 While there was respite from our meeting in July, Council members continued a variety of 

tasks primarily related to their work on other ministries. The job descriptions and details for 

posting for a Choir director and Lead Musician positions to fill our vacancy were approved and 

have been posted.  

 In August we will begin working on the budget needs of the congregation. All budget requests 

are now due as well as forms for the Ministry Fair. 

 More to come!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          On behalf of RELC Council,        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Renee Mushalko, President 

Brennan will be missed and we wish him all the best! Thank you and Good Luck! 

 CRAYONS 

 GLUE STICKS 
 COLORED PENCILS 
 PENCILS 
 ERASERS (large size and tips) 
 PENS 

 SHARPENERS 

 CHILDREN’S SCISSORS 

SOME ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOE BOXES 
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                                                Giving Garden                         August 2022 

Remember that childhood rhyme “Rain, rain go away. Come again some other day.  We 

want to go outside and play.”  Well, that was probably the chant of many a person, child or 

adult, during the month of July when we experienced record rainfall over a two-day period 

early in the month.  But, for the gardeners who were weary from hand watering most of 

June, the rain was a welcome relief. Because of the beneficial and periodic rains this 

month, the GG has taken off and the harvests are significant.  Our first big harvest was on 

Sunday 7/10 where we harvested 56 ¾# of cucumbers, cabbage, kale, eggplant, peppers, 

carrots, green beans and a few tomatoes.  Since then, we have had two additional harvests 

of 69# and 44#.  To date we have harvested 187# of fresh produce for BOLD. 

The GG overall is doing quite well and has not experienced too many problem insects.  The 

plants remain in relatively good condition with minor disease issues. The tomatoes contin-

ue to ripen slowly, as is the case in most central OH gardens.  I cannot forget to mention 

the beautiful array of flowers (zinnias, shasta daisies, asters and wildflowers) growing in the 

GG serving our bees and butterflies.   So overall, we are in good shape going into hot Au-

gust.   

I hope you have had a chance to stop by and see the GG.  It is truly a place where you can 

take a moment to breathe in God’s goodness. 

Happy Gardening! 

Carol Williams                                                       

Coming Soon in August! 

Saturday, August 6th we will begin 

construction of the 

Darlene Beck Memorial 

Pollinator Garden.  

9:30 am   
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This month, we get to know Roger Reynolds (aka Mr. Mayor and the one who 

has a park named after him). 

 Roger and his wife Phyllis were invited to check out RELC by Elma Lou Hurd 

(former choir director and organist). They decided to stay because of all the 

friendly people they met and they have been members for over 50 years.  They 

raised their children here through catechism and confirmation, and their 

daughter was married here.  Later, when they lost one grandchild due to an 

accident and another who was stillborn, they were comforted by the folks at 

RELC who just took over to help them through those dark times. 

Roger had a job in general accounting for 21 years at Jefferson Manufacturing.  

When they moved to Hilliard, Roger got more involved with the schools. At the 

time, the city and the schools were not getting along very well,  the superinten-

dent asked Roger to run for city council, which he did and he won. There was a 

parttime mayor, and he wanted to know if Roger could take a leave of absence 

to work as city manager to help develop services throughout the city. Jefferson Manufacturing thought it was a good 

idea for their employees to be involved in civic matters, so he was granted the leave of absence, and they would hold 

his job for him. That leave turned into 4 years as city manager.  The city then decided it needed a full time mayor, so 

Roger ran for office and won 6 times, serving as mayor for 24 years!  Needless to say, he did not return to the job they 

held for him at Jefferson. During his tenure as mayor, Hilliard grew from 8,000 residents when he started and 25,000 

residents when he retired (fyi-there are 40,000 residents now!).         

Roger enjoys gardening and still has cherry, apple, peach and pear trees in his yard. 

Roger and Phyllis will celebrate their 66th wedding anniversary on October 6, be sure to wish them well. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                      August Birthdays 

8/2  Gayle Lungociu          8/17 Caroline Rogers                     8/22 Nicholas Lungociu      

8/3  Emma Badenhop      8/17  Sean Rogers                                   8/23  Bob Drenten                

8/4  Andrew Rogers         8/18  Ronda Castle             8/24   Michael Neill                              8/27 Bob Wintering  

8/4  Craig Franz                                           8/19  Jacob Kibbe                                       8/24  Connie Boring                                8/28  Andy Ohler 

8/5  James Ohler                                       8/19  John Bryner                                     8/25  Barb Emmets                                    8/28  Jackie Kibbe 

8/11 Andrew Heath                         8/22  Jodi Collins                               8/26 Pat Gloeckner                                    8/31  Andrew Neill 

 

Thanks to Angela Bontz for making 

these amazing kneeler cushions! 

  

Special shout out to Ben Ross who pains-

takingly pulled out all the dead weeds out 

from the pavers and then filled it in with 

sand. The final touch was to put a sealer on 

the walkway pavers in hopes that the weeds 

will not grow through. All this during the past 

couple weeks in the hot sun. Thank you Ben. 

The VanVleet father/

daughter team won 

fastest and most du-

rable veggie car in the 

Franklin County Fair!! 
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August Calendar                  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

7:00pm Cubs 
Committee 
Meeting 

2)  

11:00am Bible 
Study (narthex) 

7:00pm Financial 
Stewardship 
Meeting (office) 

3) 

7:00pm  Boy Scouts 
672 Meeting 

4)  

11-5pm Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
(WLC) 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

7:00pm Boy Scout 
Leader Meeting 

5)  

 

6) 

9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

9:30am Construction 
of the Darlene Beck 
Memorial Pollinator 
Garden  (outside) 

 

 7)  

9:00am Adult Edu-
cation 

10:00am  Worship 
& Garden Blessing 

11:10am  Q&A 
(WLC) 

 

8)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

9) 

11:00am Bible 
Study (narthex) 

7:00pm Council 
Meeting (office) 

10) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts  
672 Meeting 

*Choir Rehearsal  

11) 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

12)  

 

13)  

8:30am Men’s Fella-
ship (kitchen/narthex) 

9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

9:30am FELC Break-
fast Prep (kitchen) 

 

14)  

8:00am Breakfast 
FELC (First English 
Columbus, OH)  

9:00am Adult Edu-
cation 

10:00am Worship 
w/ Blessing of Back-
packs and Teachers 

11:10am  Q&A 
(WLC) 

 

15)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

 

16)  

11:00am Bible 
Study (office) 

7:00pm Book 
Club (Room 7C) 

7:00pm Commu-
nication Meeting 
(office) 

17) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts  
672 Meeting 

*Choir Rehearsal 

18)  

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

19)  

 

20) 

9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

10:00am Ministry 
Fair Set-up (Narthex 
& WLC) 

11:30am RELC 
Lunch Ladies (Ten 
Pin Alley)  

 

21) Rally Sunday 

9:00am - 10:00am 
Ministry Fair 
(Narthex and WLC) 
 
10:00am Worship 
(WLC) 

11:15– 11:45am 
Ministry Fair 
(Narthex and WLC) 
 
 

22)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

 

23)  

11:00am Bible 
Study (office) 

7:00pm Theology 
on Tap (Crooked 
Can, Center St. 
Market) 

24)  

7:00pm Boy Scouts  
672 Meeting 

 

25)  

11-5pm Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
(WLC) 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

26)  

 

27)  

9:30am BOLD Prep 
(Room 6 & 7) 

10:00am Scarecrow 
Spooktacular Planning 
Meeting 

 

28) 

9:00am Adult Edu-
cation 

10:00am Worship 
(WLC)  

11:10am Q &A 
(WLC) 

 

29) Newsletter 
Deadline 

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

 

30) 

11:00am Bible 
Study (office) 

6:00pm Boy 
Scout Recruit-
ment Event 
(WLC) 

31) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts  
672 Meeting 

 

   

     CONTACT INFORMATION    

 
>Rev. David Kamphuis, Pastor                                                         
  pastordave@relc.org 
  Office: 614-876-7926  
  Cell: 616-745-7788 (call or text) 
 
>Renee Mushalko, Council    
  President 
   Email: president@relc.org 

 
>Prayer Team    
 Email: prayerteam@relc.org 
 
>Altar Guild, Kathy Rotolo 
   Email: kathy.rotolo@relc.org     
   Cell: 614-607-4180 (call or text) 
    
>Media Team     

Email: media@relc.org 

 

 
>Hiring new Lead Musician 
 and Choir Director 
Please send resumes to office 
Email: office@relc.org 
 
 
>Church Office, Katherine Hunt 
   Email: office@relc.org      
   Phone: 614-876-7926 

*Please stay tuned for Choir information in the bulletin as we work on filling the Choir Director Position. Current rehearsal dates are tentative.  
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