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“But when he [John the Baptist] saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for bap-

tism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 

to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 

‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. - Matthew 3:7-9 

 

We always meet John during this second week of advent and it’s never an easy meeting. The 

Christmas season is supposed to be about joy and happiness, yet here John is being a giant 

downer on the whole event. One can almost hear the crowd muttering to itself “geez John, 

what gives?” 

 

John’s function in the gospels is to point us toward Jesus. In pointing to Jesus, John reminds 

us of a simple, yet hard truth: that we depend on Jesus and nothing else. But in doing this 

John makes us uncomfortable because he points out to us how often we depend on other 

things. This is the problem that John accuses the Pharisees and Sadducees of having. “Do not 

presume to say to yourselves ‘we have Abraham as our ancestor’” cries John. He means that 

you shouldn’t assume your ancestry or resume matter much. What you need is Jesus.  

 

And that point makes us dreadfully uncomfortable because there are so many things we would 

rather depend on than just Jesus. You can almost hear John cry out to us from the wilderness: 

-Don’t presume to say to yourselves “I'm a decent person” because God is able to raise 

from these stones good people. 

-Don’t presume to say to yourselves “I'm a lifelong Lutheran” or “I’m a lifelong member 

of RELC” because God is able to raise from these stones lifelong Lutherans.  

-Don’t presume to say to yourselves “I’m successful” or “I’m respectable” because God 

is able to raise from these stones respectable and successful people. 

 

Advent is the season where we take a long look at ourselves and set aside all the things we 

have been depending on and trust only in Jesus. So my prayer for you this advent is that after 

listening to John’s words, and perhaps enduring a momentary wince of pain, you begin that 

work of setting aside all the things you have come to depend on and instead trust in Jesus 

Christ.  

 

St. Paul writes in Romans 15:7 that the work of setting aside everything else and trusting in 

Jesus leads us to welcoming those around us: “Welcome one another, therefore, just as 

Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” When it is no longer about us we can 

begin to welcome each other.  

 

Grace and peace to you this Christmas season.  

      ~Pastor Dave 

www.RELC.org    

3500 Main St., Hilliard, OH  43026      

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Please send any requests to  
prayerteam@relc.org  

 
  or contact the office at  

614-876-7926,  
 or by email  office@relc.org 

Bible Study with Pastor Dave 
Tuesday at 11 am at RELC  &  Thursday at 7 pm via ZOOM   

(Email pastordave@relc.org for the ZOOM link)    
  All are invited—join when you can! 

Finance Update –Monthly  

Financial Reports are available by 

request after the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month. Please request in the office 

614-876-7926 or office@relc.org 

mailto:prayerteam@relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
mailto:pastordave@relc.org
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If you've ever had questions about your faith, or questioned if you should even have faith, 
join us for The Pastor and the Recovering Heretic every Sunday after service.  It's an open 
discussion about anything you've ever wondered about religion.  As a recovering heretic, 
Dan Mushalko takes no Church teaching at face value...while Pastor Dave Kamphuis taps 
his vast knowledge of Church history and theology to fill in the gaps of our doubt.  Most 

importantly, they take your questions, too.  Join us around 11:15am live in the Worship & 
Life Center, or on our live YouTube stream at https://bit.ly/RELC-QA . 

 Please enjoy any you have previously missed on our YouTube channel.  

Q & A with 

The Pastor 

and the            

Recovering     

Heretic 

Self-Study: Each week there is a worksheet with a Bible reading available 

with questions to explore more of the story. Please grab one from the bulle-

tin table Sunday mornings, the binders in the narthex, read it online 

{RELC.org under the Grow tab} or reach out to the office at office@relc.org 

December Worship Assistants  

                    Assisting Minister                       Lector                                            Advent Lighter                      2 Ushers                                     2   Greeters 

              12/4         Michael Boring                               Janet Poulson                    Daniels Family           ????                                                            ???? 

             12/11          John VanVleet                                  Candy Franz                    Badenhop Family             Renee Mushalko & ?                     ???? 

             12/18          Melanie Anderson       Barb Emmets                      Suain Family                                   Renee Mushalko & ?                      ???? 

            12/24          Candy Franz                                              Donna Suain           Christmas Eve                               ????                                                                                                 ????    

              12/25    None Needed                                    Karen Harvey                        Christmas Day                      ????                                                                                                  ????    

As the new year approaches, it’s time to think of what new things you 
can do to Welcome All on Sunday mornings.   

Greeters are the 1st faces people see when they come through the doors on their way 
to worship. Some are longtime members, some are folks who have been away for a 
while and decided to come back, there are also new faces interested in who and what 

RELC is all about.  Ideally it would be great to have 2 Greeters each week, one for each entrance.  

Ushers not only hand out Bulletins as people enter the Worship space, but they also pass the offering bas-
kets, direct people to Communion, alert Pastor if someone needs Communion brought to them at their 
seat, and address any other issues that may arise.  Like the Greeters, ideally we need 2 Ushers each week.   

PLEASE consider signing up for either of these very important duties.  If there are any questions, please see 
Pastor Dave or Kathy Rotolo. 

Nurses Notes  - Time to get the flu vaccination and COVID-19 booster. 

 Updated booster vaccines targeting the latest COVID-19 variants are now recommended for those eligible 
under CDC guidelines. A Pfizer-BioNTech booster for ages 12 and older and a Moderna booster for ages 18 
and older. It doesn’t matter which vaccines you have had in the past; you can stay with the same company 
or mix and match. As always if you have questions talk to your primary care physicians.  

      Advent Sundays, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18           *all services will be live streamed except Blue Christmas 

 

 Mid-Week Advent Services 12/7, 12/14 w/ a meal at 6:15pm followed by service @ 6:45pm 

 Wed. Choir rehearsals will start at 7:15pm starting Wed. 12/7 & 12/14 after advent Service.  

 Christmas Music Rehearsals Sundays  after service at 11:30am 

 Children’s Christmas Program—Sunday, December 18th during service.  

 Blue Christmas Service Wednesday,  Dec. 21st at 7pm in the worship life center.  

 Christmas Eve Service Saturday, Dec. 24th at 7pm with lots of special holiday music.  

 Christmas Day Breakfast and Service Sunday,  

                      December 25th at 10am.                                                                                                   More info coming, please check your weekly bulletin.  

https://bit.ly/RELC-QA
relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
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Men’s Fella-ship Breakfast  

Saturday, December 10th  

@ 8:30am 

       All Men Welcome! 

• Theology on Tap will start back up Tuesday, Jan. 24th we will meet in the space across from 

Pitabilities where the gift shop used to be. Center Street Market / Crooked Can Brewing Co. 

5354 Center St. Hilliard, OH 43026. Interesting topic to be discussed and fun will be had.  

• RELC Book Club will meet  Tuesday, January 17th at 7:00 pm the book will be The Book Club 
by Mary Alice Monroe. Email the office for a complete book list to add to your Christmas list.  

• The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to work on shawls and patches at home.  Yarn is available 
in the cabinets in the sacristy. Any questions see Barb Emmets. We always need more. 

RELC Lunch Ladies  

Saturday, December 

10th at 12pm.  
 

We will have our  

holiday meal at  

Heritage Golf Club in Hilliard.  
{3525 Heritage Club Dr, Hilliard, OH 43026}  

Please bring either hats & gloves to do-

nate or Items specifically requested by 

LSS -Body wash, lotion & deodorant 

[gender-neutral]; baby bottles & sippy cups; or baby 

wipes.  

Please RSVP to the office for an accurate head count. 

office@relc.org or 614-876-7926  

 

After lunch Melanie Anderson would like to in-

vite the ladies back to RELC to 

assist in putting together hy-

giene kits for LSS, which is her  

Thrivent project mentioned in 

the last newsletter. 

Red Cross Blood Drive @ RELC 11-

5pm 

Thursday, December 22, 2022 

To schedule an appointment visit  

RedCrossBlood.org 

or call 1-800-RED 

CROSS or  

scan the QR code.  

 Do you have a small project in 

mind that could make a big im-

pact on someone in our commu-

nity? Are you a Thrivent account 

holder who would like more in-

formation on Action teams? Brid-

get Daniels is working to match 

Action Team ideas and Thrivent 

account holders. She would love 

to walk you through making your 

idea (or someone else’s) a reality. 

Godly Play Sunday Date 12/4, 1/8, 1/22 & 1/29 

The kids will be rehearsing their Christmas program 

Sunday morning’s at 9am.  12/4 in Godly Play Room 

and with Adults  12/11 and 12/18 in the WLC.   

 

Sunday Schools Sundays at 9am  

(check bulletins for actual dates and cancellations) 

~Godly Play (preschool –3rd grade)          

~Youth Sunday School w/ PD (grades 4-7)  

~High School Group (grades 8-12) usually meets a 

few times a month  

Youth Group will be 
going to Wildlights at 

the Zoo on  
December 21st.  They 
are meeting at RELC to 

carpool up.  

                                                                 Are you interested in helping     

                                                               Media Team? They could use 

your help with just a commitment of one 

Sunday a month. Please reach out to Todd. 

mailto:office@relc.org
redcrossblood.org
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This month we spotlight Louise Vaselakes…and she has experi-

enced the spotlight before as she and her late husband Mike 

loved to dance, especially the Polka, Jitterbug and Cha-Cha. 

Louise and Mike moved from eastern Ohio to Hilliard in 1990 and 

began the search for a church visiting 6 Lutheran churches in the 

area.  They were looking for a “Christ-centered and Spirit-led 

faith community that was family oriented”.  When they visited 

RELC, they felt a warm and welcoming atmosphere and decided 

they had found what they were looking for.  Louise worked as a 

nurse for 18 years at a hospital in Wheeling WV, both as a staff 

member and a teacher. She also worked as a school nurse in 

Bridgeport Ohio for 10 years.  After moving to Hilliard, Louise 

worked as a school nurse at many of the district’s schools includ-

ing the High School (when there was only one).  She said she had 

4000 students at one point to look after.  After joining RELC, 

Louise initiated a Health Ministry that held Health Fairs, brought in speakers, offered blood pres-

sure checks & CPR classes. In addition to the Health Team, Louise also makes Prayer Shawls,  sings 

in the Choir, and participates in the RELC Book Club and on the Prayer team. Louise is always avail-

able for a hug or a prayer or a smile to brighten someone’s day.  Louise and Mike are the parents of 

three grown children and have four grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.  She loves to 

laugh and noted there is a lot of laughter in the choir! She and her sister were nicknamed the “ding

-a-ling” sisters but better to get that story directly from the source!  

A huge THANK YOU to Connie Boring, Bridget Daniels, Barb Emmets, Judy Miller, Donna 
Suain,  Carol Williams, and Mark Williams for “Decking the Halls” in the Narthex and Worship & 
Life Center. Their creativity and hard work got the job done in a short time and the results are 
spectacular.  Thank you also to Michael Boring for hanging the Advent banners on Sunday 
morning in time for Worship.  A few changes will be made for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
services, anyone interested in helping make those changes, please let me know.  – Kathy Rotolo –  

1st English Meal Ministry— Our next breakfast for 1st English is December 11, prep work will be done on 
Saturday December 10 starting at 8:30am.  We need to start the prep work a bit earlier than usual so we 
can be done in time for the Lunch Ladies gathering by 11:45am.  (Extra hands are welcome to come and 

help  .)  Note that beginning in January 2023, 1st English has decided to take a break from the Thursday 
dinner service.  It has not been determined how long this hiatus will last, more information to come from 

their leadership team.  
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CHOICES AND FAITH MISSION - Lutheran Social Services has just posted their Christmas Wish List for these facilities. There 
will be two boxes, marked Faith Mission and CHOICES in the narthex for you to place any donations you bring in. All items 
need to be brought into the church by December 11th. The following items are needed: 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - A BIG thank you to all who helped with OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
this year: everyone who unpacked/stacked boxes, moved all the supplies to the hallway and moved the 
shelves to the new OCC room on Saturday; everyone who moved the chairs and set up the tables in the 

Worship and Life Center, and brought all the supplies and placed them on the tables on Sunday morning, 
Thanks to the 50 people who came out to pack  443 boxes at the packing party Sunday evening- added to 
52 already packed, for a grand total of 495 shoe boxes. (the largest amount ever from RELC) Thanks also 

to Susan, John and Pierce for tagging, rubber banding and stacking the boxes, and thanks to Susan and Ali 
for the hot chocolate and yummy cookies for refreshments. And many thanks to those who assisted in 

the clean up of tables, chairs and supplies when the party was over.The boxes were then transported to 
the 'drop off' location by Pete,Judy and Del-you rock! And finally, thanks to you RELC for all your dona-

tions to this project and all your prayers. Keep those prayers coming as the shoe boxes move through the 
process to reach the children.    ~Merry Christmas blessings and thanks from Barb Emmets and Pam Davis 

 
CHRISTMAS CARDS - Thanks to everyone who 
took a pack of cards to be put in the shoe boxes 
for Operation Christmas Child. This time of year, 

you may get new Christmas cards 
in the mail from various 
organizations - if you are not 
going to use them please bring 
them to the church and put them 
in the Christmas wrapped box in 
the narthex so we can use them 
next year. Questions - see Barb 
Emmets 

Thank you RELC for donating $280 to LSS Choices for Victims of 

Domestic Violence in October. We received a thank you letter 

from them. “You have made the world a little brighter for people 

who are struggling. Your thoughtful gift will help women and men 

escaping domestic violence create a new start for them and their 

children.  You’re guaranteeing safe refuge is available during a time 

of immediate crisis due to domestic violence. You’re ensuring access 

to supportive services to help victims regain the sense of empower-

ment and self-worth needed to become independent and self-

sufficient. Because you care, survivors and their children are safe, 

supported, nourished and beginning to heal” 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU, YOU HAVE MADE THIS YEAR SUCH A JOY. 

~Men's Fella-ship.  I am VERY grateful to Dave and Drew Nelsen for their assistance 
and at times running with the Men's breakfast.  I am also thankful for all the men of 
all ages that have come and had a nice meal and comradery.  It is a true blessing to 
have the fella-ship that we have in your congregation and community.   

~Media - I am blessed to have a wonderful team that I work with.  Charlie, Dan, Mike, Drew, Kate, and I, have enjoyed be-
ing able to provide the congregation and visitors with both in house and online services.  Y'all are wonderful to work with.   

We have built and in the process of setting up and distributing new laptops WITH supported operating systems for Pastor 
Dave and Jae.   

~Communications - First off Merry Christmas and Happy New Year shortly.  I hope you all had a Happy and safe Thanksgiv-
ing.  I am very thankful for my communications team.  Pastor, Renee, Katherine, and new'ish member Ryleigh, You all have 
made my job extremely easy and very enjoyable.   

If you have any questions or concerns about Men's Fella-ship, Media/Technology, Communications please feel free to 
email, or call me.  ~   Thanks,  Todd Daniels 

 
Special thanks to Kathy Rotolo - I hope you all are 
appreciating the newsletter each month, but wanted 
to give an extra special thanks to my friend Kathy who 
helps me proofread each month and is always there if I 
need a hand in the office!  ~Katherine Hunt  

                          December Birthdays 

                                                                                                                                                      12/3         James Abels               12/12   Lois Donley                                                                                       

           12/1   Mark Williams                12/3    Gerda Woner         12/14   Denise Herr                                        

                                                                                                                                            12/6    Lisa Steiner            12/20   Tyler Long       

                                                                                                                                                    12/9           Norm Emmets                      12/20    Frank Miller                                           

                                                                                                                                                       12/9    Mike Steiner          12/21    Matt Boring    

                                                                                                                12/10   Bridget Daniels     12/24    Todd Daniels                                                                    

Special extra thanks to the Property team and all the behind the scenes stuff they have worked on this year. 

While it’s not always as noticeable as all the other ministries, make sure you thank property team when you hap-

pen to catch them working on projects around the church. 

• Painting hallway and rooms thanks Bob Wintering, Renee Mushalko, and Dave Nelsen.  

• Fall garage clean out project thanks to Angela Bontz, Dave Nelsen, Mark Williams, and Don Kincaid.  (They found 

some interesting things in addition to the mice do-do and dried tape: boxes of photos and church records begin-

ning in the late 50s through 80s.  They trashed more than a dozen, extra heavy tables and broken chairs enjoyed 

by many during worship and potlucks. And they made room to store the Scout trailer to comply with Hilliard no 

parking ordinance. They were also able to create a space for the Giving Garden treasures and volunteers to 

work under shelter. 

Of course huge thank you to Renee, Kathy, 

Donna and Lorene who helped me gather and 

assemble the Annual Report this year. It was a 

lot of work but these ladies made it extra fun! 

Next year send me your reports early RELC!!  

Before 

After 

Extra thanks to Renee Mushalko for cleaning out the two extra rooms here in the office. One room is now just for OCC.  
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December Calendar                  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1) 

5-9pm Darby 
Winter Guard 
practice (WLC) 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

7:00pm Boy Scout 
Leader Meeting 

2) 

5-9pm Darby 
Winter Guard 
practice (WLC) 

3) 

9:30am Ohio No-
tary class and ex-
am (WLC)  

9:30am BOLD 
Prep (Room 6 & 7) 

 4) 2nd Sunday in Advent 

8:30am Choir Rehearsal 
(WLC/Choir Room) 
 

9:00am Sunday School 
(Adult, Godly Play and 
Youth) 
 

9:00am Kids Christmas 
rehearsal (Godly Play) 
 

10:00am Worship and 
Prayer Shawl Blessing
(WLC) 
 
 

11:15am Q & A (WLC) 
 
 

11:30am Choir Christ-
mas Rehearsal  (Choir 
Room) 

5)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

5-9pm Darby 
Winter Guard 
practice (WLC) 

7:00pm Cub 
Scout Committee 
Meeting  (chapel) 

6) 

11:00am Bible 
Study (narthex) 

7:00pm Financial 
Stewardship 
Meeting (office) 

7:00pm Cub 
Scout 672 Pack 
Meeting 

7) 

6:15 Advent Meal 
(WLC) 

6:45 Advent Mid-
Week Service 
(WLC) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts  
672 Meeting 
(chapel) 

7:15pm Choir Re-
hearsal (Choir Room) 

 

8) 

5-9pm Darby 
Winter Guard 
practice (WLC) 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

 

9)  

5-9pm Darby 
Winter Guard 
practice (WLC) 

10)  

8:30am Men’s 
Fella-ship 
(kitchen/narthex) 

8:30am BOLD 
Prep (Room 6 & 7) 

9:30am FELC 
Breakfast Prep 
(kitchen) 

12:00pm RELC 
Lunch Ladies 
(Heritage Golf 
Course) 

Hygiene Kit as-
sembling (narthex) 

11)3rd Sunday in Advent 

8:00am Breakfast 
FELC (First English Colum-
bus, OH)  
 

8:30am Choir Rehearsal 
(WLC/Choir Room) 
 

9:00am Sunday School 
(Adult and Youth) 
 

9:00am Kids Christmas 
rehearsal (WLC) 
 

10:00am Worship 
(WLC) 
 
 

11:15am Q & A (WLC) 
 
 

11:30am Choir Christ-
mas Rehearsal (Choir 
Room) 

12)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

5-9pm Darby 
Winter Guard 
practice (WLC) 

 

 

13)  

11:00am Bible 
Study (narthex) 

7:00pm Council 
Meeting (office) 

7:00pm Cub 
Scout 672 Pack 
Meeting (WLC) 

 

14)  

6:15 Advent Meal 
(WLC) 

6:45 Advent Mid-
Week Service 
(WLC) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts  
672 Meeting 
(chapel) 

7:15pm Choir Re-
hearsal (Choir Room) 

 

 

15)  

5-9pm Darby 
Winter Guard 
practice (WLC) 

7:00pm Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

 

16) office hours 
9-1pm this day 
 
5-9pm Darby 
Winter Guard 
practice (WLC) 

17) 

9:30am BOLD 
Prep (Room 6 & 7) 

 
 

18)4th Sunday in Advent 

8:30am Choir Rehearsal 
(WLC/Choir Room) 
 

9:00am Sunday School 
(Adult and Youth) 
 

9:00am Kids Christmas 
rehearsal (WLC) 
 

10:00am Worship 
(WLC) 
 
 

11:15am Q & A (WLC) 
 
 

11:30am Choir Christ-
mas Rehearsal (Choir 
Room) 

19)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

 

20)  

11:00am Bible 
Study (narthex) 

 

21)  

7:00pm Blue 
Christmas (WLC) 

Youth Group to 
Wildlights 

 

22)  

11-5pm Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
(WLC)  

 

23)  24) Christmas Eve 

9:30am BOLD 
Prep (Room 6 & 7) 

7:00pm Christmas 
Eve Service 
(WLC)  

25) Christmas Day 
 

10:00am Breakfast and 
Worship (WLC)  

 

26)  

4:30pm BOLD 
(Parking Lot) 

27) Newsletter 
Deadline 

11:00am Bible 
Study (office) 

 

28) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts  
672 Meeting 

 

29) 

 

30) 31) New Years Eve 

9:30am BOLD 
Prep (Room 6 & 7) 

  CONTACT INFORMATION    

    >Rev. David Kamphuis, Pastor                                                         
  pastordave@relc.org 
  Office: 614-876-7926  
  Cell: 616-745-7788 (call or text) 
 

>Director of Music, Jae Hyeong Park 
   Email: office@relc.org      
   Phone: 614-876-7926 
   

>Church Office, Katherine Hunt 
   Email: office@relc.org      
   Phone: 614-876-7926 
 

>Altar Guild, Kathy Rotolo 
   Email: kathy.rotolo@relc.org     
   Cell: 380-212-7052 (call or text) 
 
>Prayer Team   
Email: prayerteam@relc.org 
 

>Current Church Council 
Renee Mushalko, Charlie Anderson,  
Michael Biggert, Michael Boring, Donna 
Roof-Suain, Nick Lungociu, Drew Nelsen 
 

>Media Team      Email: media@relc.org 
 

>We are Hiring a Media Director 
Please send resumes to office 
Email: office@relc.org      

*Please notify the office of any 

media needs for events either via  

phone 614-876-7926 or email 

office@RELC.org  

And keep me posted on events. :-) 

mailto:pastordave@relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org
mailto:kathy.rotolo@relc.org
mailto:prayerteam@relc.org
mailto:media@relc.org
mailto:office@relc.org

