
Discover Double Springs Baptist Church - Membership Class 101 
 
There are four main purposes for the class: 
1. To explain why church membership matters. 
2. To inform you about DSBC - our structure, purpose, and beliefs. 
3. To explain salvation.  Membership is only for those who profess faith in Jesus as Savior. 
4. To give the opportunity to join DSBC by signing our Membership Covenant. 
 
Church can refer to two groups:  
Universal Church – The universal church was born on the Day of Pentecost (see Acts 2).  It 
includes all who have put their trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord throughout history.   
Local Church – individual groups of Christians, anywhere in the world.  In Scripture, we read 
about local churches in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:2), Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 1:1), etc. 
 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF MEMBERSHIP 
http://www.gty.org/resources/distinctives/DD03/church-membership  (John MacArthur) 
 
Commitment to ANYTHING isn’t as important as it used to be, so it’s no surprise that church 
membership is a low priority among Christians.  Often, Christians move from church to church 
and never submit themselves to the care of elders of a PARTICULAR CHURCH, and never 
commit themselves to a PARTICULAR GROUP of fellow Christians.   
To neglect—or to refuse—to join a church as a formal member shows a misunderstanding of 
the believer’s responsibility to the body of Christ. It also cuts one off from the many blessings 
and opportunities that flow from this commitment. It’s essential for every Christian to 
understand what church membership is and why it matters. 
 

A. The Definition of Church Membership 
When an individual is saved, he becomes a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). 
Because he is united to Christ and the other members of the body in this way, he is qualified 
to become member of a local group of believers. 
To become a member of a church is to formally commit to an identifiable, local body of 
believers who have joined together for specific, divinely ordained purposes, which include 
receiving instruction from God’s Word (1 Tim. 4:13; 2 Tim. 4:2), serving and edifying one 
another through the proper use of spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-31; 1 Pet. 4:10-
11), participating in the ordinances (Luke 22:19; Acts 2:38-42), and proclaiming the gospel to 
those who are lost (Matt. 28:18- 20). Also, those who join a local church submit to the care 
and the authority of the biblically qualified elders that God has placed there. 
 
B. The Basis for Church Membership 
Although Scripture does not contain an explicit command to formally join a local church, 
church membership is shown and ASSUMED in the New Testament.   
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1. The Example of the Early Church 
In the early church, coming to Christ was coming to the church. The idea of experiencing 
salvation without joining a local church is foreign to the New Testament. When people 
repented and believed in Christ, they were baptized and added to the church (Acts 
2:41, 47; 5:14; 16:5). More than simply living out a private commitment to Christ, this 
meant joining together FORMALLY with other believers in a local church and devoting 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, communion, and prayer (Acts 2:42). 
The New Testament letters were written to CHURCHES. A few were written to individuals—
such as Philemon, Timothy and Titus—who were leaders in churches. The New Testament 
letters THEMSELVES demonstrate that Jesus assumed that believers would be committed to 
a local assembly.  
In Acts, much of the terminology fits only with the concept of formal church membership. 
Phrases such as “the whole congregation” (6:5), “the church in Jerusalem” (8:1), “the 
disciples” in Jerusalem (9:26), “in every church” (14:23), “the whole church” (15:17), and 
“the elders of the church” in Ephesus (20:17), all suggest recognizable church membership 
with well-defined boundaries (also see 1 Cor. 5:4; 14:23; and Heb. 10:25). 
 
2. The Existence of Church Government 
The New Testament shows a consistent pattern of multiple leaders/overseers of local 
churches.  Their duties presuppose a clearly defined group of church members under their 
care. 
Among other things, these leaders are responsible to shepherd God’s people (Acts 20:28; 1 
Pet. 5:2) and to keep watch over their souls (Heb. 13:17). They will give an account to God 
for the individuals under their care (Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:3). 
Those responsibilities require that there be a distinguishable, mutually understood 
membership in the local church. Leaders can fulfill their duty to shepherd the flock only if 
they know who is part of the flock and who is not.  They are not responsible for the spiritual 
well-being of every individual who visits the church or who attends often or sporadically. 
Rather, they are primarily responsible to care for those who have submitted themselves 
to the authority of that local church, which is done through church membership. 
Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say.”  The question for 
each believer is, “Who are your leaders?”  
The one who refuses to join a local church and entrust himself to the care and authority of 
the church leaders has no leaders. For him, obedience to Hebrews 13:17 is impossible.  
 
3. The Exercise of Church Discipline 
In Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus shows a church how to deal with a Christian who’s living in sin.  
This is known as church discipline.  First, when a church member sins, he/she is to be 
confronted privately by a single individual (v. 15). If he/she refuses to repent, that individual 
is to take one or two other believers along to confront him/her again (v. 16). If the sinning 
church member refuses to listen to the two or three, the group is to tell the church (v. 17). 
If there is still no repentance, the final step is to put the person out of the assembly (v. 17; 
cf. 1 Cor. 5:1-13). 
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Church discipline (Matt. 18, 15-17; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; 1 Tim. 5:20; Titus 3:10-11) presupposes 
that the elders of a church know who their members are, and who their members are 
NOT. For example, the elders of one church have neither the responsibility nor the 
authority to discipline a member of the church down the street. The Bible’s teaching on 
church discipline assumes church membership. 
 
4. The Call to Care for Each Other 
The New Testament calls all believers to practice the “one-anothers” of the New Testament 
(like Heb. 10:24-25) and to use their spiritual gifts to build up their local church (Rom. 12:6-
8; 1 Cor. 12:4-7; 1 Pet. 4:10-11). This mutual edification can only take place in the context of 
a local group of Christians. 
 

Conclusion 
Living out a commitment to a local church involves many responsibilities: living a godly life in 
the community, exercising one’s spiritual gifts in service, supporting the church financially, 
giving and receiving correction in love, and faithfully participating in corporate worship. Much 
is expected, but much is at stake. For only when every believer is faithful to this kind of 
commitment is the church able to live up to her calling as Christ’s representative here on earth. 
Membership matters. 
 
John Wesley - "There is nothing more unchristian than a solitary Christian." 
C.S. Lewis - "The New Testament does not envisage (conceive as possible) solitary religion; some 
kind of regular assembly for worship and instruction is everywhere taken for granted in the 
Epistles (New Testament letters). So we must be regular practicing members of the church." 
Billy Graham - "Churchgoers are like coals in a fire. When they cling together, they keep the 
flame aglow; when they separate, they die out." 
 

II. HOW OUR CHURCH IS STRUCTURED 
1 Corinthians 14:40  But be sure that everything is done properly and in order. 

 
A.  There are three primary forms of church government/structure: 

1. Episcopalian - government by a bishop.  Based on the idea that one bishop was ordained 
by another, all the way back to Jesus.  This is not a New Testament idea. 
2. Presbyterian - government by elders and a succession of ruling bodies.  The local church 
doesn’t govern itself.  There’s some New Testament support for this form. 
3. Congregational - government by an individual congregation.  All members of the local 
congregation are the final human authority for the congregation.  This form has the most 
New Testament support, but it assumes a membership that is TRULY CHRISTIAN.  Having 
unbelievers in your membership, WITHOUT THE MIND OF CHRIST, can cause many 
problems.  But, there are ways to limit those problems and still be congregational.   

 
B.  DSBC is congregational, but we only vote on the most important decisions: 

1. Annual budget 
2. Purchase of land or buildings/legal matters 
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3. Calling the senior pastor and full-time staff 
4. Changes in the church constitution 

 
If you’ve ever been a part of a church that votes a lot, you’ve probably seen church fights, 
arguments, division, and splits.  Voting leads to all of this because there are winners and losers. 
 
At DSBC, the senior pastor, with the help of our deacons, makes the day-to-day decisions.  The 
senior pastor is not a dictator.  He is not allowed to be a dictator.  Working with the deacons 
assures checks and balances and accountability. 
 
In a Biblical church, the pastors teach and lead the people and the people minister according to 
their gifts.  In an unbiblical church, the people expect the pastors to be their hired caretakers 
and do all of the ministry.   
 

III. OUR PURPOSE 
Love God.  Love others.   
Churches try to invent new ways to say this same thing, but this is really the bottom line. 
 
The Great Commandment 
Matthew 22:36-40 “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?”  37 Jesus 
replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’  38 This is 
the first and greatest commandment.  39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” 

The Great Commission 
Matthew 28:18-20  Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 
earth.  19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. 
And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 
We strive to make disciples (followers) of Jesus by teaching WHO GOD IS, WHAT GOD WANTS, 
and HOW GOD WORKS.  As we learn more about God, we’ll love Him more, and we’ll love 
others more, too.  And if we love others, we’ll ABSOLUTELY find ways to share the Gospel 
(Good News about Jesus) with them. 
  

IV. OUR BELIEFS 
See https://bfm.sbc.net/ 
 
DSBC is a Southern Baptist church.  We voluntarily cooperate with the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the South Carolina Baptist State Convention, and Three Rivers Baptist Association, 
but we are self-governing (autonomous). The leaders of the national, state, and organizations 
are appointed and supported by the individual churches that make up those organizations.  
These leaders carry out the wishes of the churches; they don’t impose their own wishes on the 
churches.  For example, Three Rivers Baptist Association can organize all kinds of training 



seminars and missions efforts, but it can’t make us participate.  Three Rivers exists to help 
and serve its local churches, not to tell us what to do. 
 
The Baptist Faith and Message 2000 covers 18 doctrines: THE SCRIPTURES, GOD, MAN, 
SALVATION, GOD’S PURPOSE OF GRACE, THE CHURCH, BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER, THE 
LORD’S DAY, THE KINGDOM, LAST THINGS, EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS, EDUCATION, 
STEWARDSHIP, COOPERATION, THE CHRISTIAN AND THE SOCIAL ORDER, PEACE AND WAR, 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, and THE FAMILY. 
 
If this class were being taught in an hour format, we’d cover some of the primary doctrines.  At 
many church websites, you see these listed:   
 

A. About God 
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe.  He has existed eternally as one God in form 
of three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, known as the Trinity.  See Genesis 1:1, 26, 27; 
Genesis 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 2 Peter 1:2; II Corinthians 13:14 
  
B. About Jesus Christ 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God and equal with the Father.  Jesus lived a sinless human life and 
offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all by dying on the cross.  He arose from 
the dead after three days to show His power over sin and death.  He then ascended to heaven 
to sit at the Father’s right hand, and will one day return again to earth to reign as King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords.  See Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; John 4:10-30; Hebrews 
4:14-15; I Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; I Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13 
  
C. About the Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son as God.  He is present in the world to 
make mankind aware of our need for Jesus Christ.  He also lives in every Christian from the 
moment of salvation.  He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of 
spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right.  The Christian should strive to live under 
His daily control in an attitude of surrender.  See II Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13; John 14:16-
17; Acts 1:8; I Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:1 
  
D. About the Bible 
The Bible is God’s Word to mankind.  It was written by human authors under the supernatural 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the supreme source of truth.  Because it is inspired by God, it 
is truth without any mixture of error.  See II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:20-21; II Timothy 1:13; 
Psalm 12:6; Psalm 119:105, 160; Proverbs 30:5 
  
E. About Mankind 
All humans are made in the spiritual image of God and are to be like Him in character.  We’re 
the supreme object of His creation and love.  Although mankind has great potential for good, 
we’re marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called “sin.”  This attitude separates 
us from God.  See Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1-2 



F. About Salvation 
Salvation is a gift from God to mankind, but we must accept it.  We can never make up for our 
sin by self-improvement or good works.  Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God’s gift as 
payment for our sins can we be saved from sin’s penalty.  When we turn from our self-ruled 
life and turn to Jesus in faith, we are saved.  Eternal life begins the moment we receive Jesus 
Christ into our life by faith.  See Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 14:6; John 1:12; Titus 3:5; 
Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1 
  
G. About Eternity 
Humans are created to exist forever.  We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, 
or eternally united with God through forgiveness and salvation in Jesus Christ.  The place of 
eternal separation from God is called Hell.  The place of eternal life with God is called 
Heaven.  Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence.  See John 3:16; Romans 6:23; 
Revelation 20:15; Matthew 25:41; Revelation 21:17 
 
H. About Baptism 
We believe in water baptism by immersion because Scripture shows that Jesus modeled that 
for us as the way to publicly acknowledge our faith in Him.  Because Jesus instructed us to be 
baptized, baptism is an act of obedience.  While it is not necessary for salvation, it 
demonstrates submission to God.  Matthew 3:13-17; Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 23:40-43 
  
I. About Eternal Security 
Because God gives us eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ, the believer is secure in their 
salvation for eternity.  If you have been genuinely saved, you cannot “lose” your 
salvation.  Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God – not by the self-effort of 
the Christian.  It is the grace and keeping power of God alone that gives this security!  See 
John 10:29; II Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25; Hebrews 10:10,14; I Peter 1:3-5 

  

V.  HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN 
http://lifeonmissionbook.com/conversation-guide 
 
At this point of the membership class, we share the gospel in a visual way.  A variety of tools are 
available.  Today, I will use a tool called “3 Circles,” and you will see the basics of it on the 
screen.  There’s an app you can put on your phone and it gives you every word to say – just like 
a gospel tract – but on your phone. 
 

A. God’s Design 
We see beauty, purpose and evidence of God’s design around us.  The Bible tells us that God 
originally planned a world that worked perfectly – where everything and everyone fit 
together in harmony.  God made each of us with a purpose – to worship him and walk with 
Him.  The Bible says,  
“God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.” Genesis 1:31 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.”   
Psalm 19:1 

http://lifeonmissionbook.com/conversation-guide


 
B. Sin 
Life doesn’t work when we ignore God and His original design for our lives.  We selfishly insist 
on doing things our own way.  The Bible calls this sin.  We all sin and distort the original 
design.  The consequence of our sin is separation from God – in this life and for all of eternity.  
The Bible says, 
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
“For the wages of sin is death.”  Romans 6:23a 

 
C.  Brokenness 
Sin leads to a place of brokenness.  We see this all around us and in our own lives as well.  
When we realize life is not working, we begin to look for a way out.  We tend to go in many 
directions trying different things to figure it out on our own.  Brokenness leads to a place of 
realizing a NEED for something greater.  The Bible says, 
“They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served something created instead of the 
Creator.”  Romans 1:25 

 
D. Gospel 
At this point, we need a REMEDY – some good news.  Because of His love, God did not leave 
us in our brokenness.  Jesus, God in human flesh, came to us, and lived perfectly according to 
God’s design.  Jesus came to rescue us – to do for us what we could not do for ourselves.  He 
took our sin and shame to the cross, paying the penalty of our sin by His death.  Jesus was 
then raised from the dead – to provide the only way for us to be rescued and restored to a 
relationship with God.  The Bible says,  
“For God loved the world in this way; He gave His One and only Son.” John 3:16 
“He erased the certificate of debt . . . and has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the cross.”  
Colossians 2:14 

 
E.  Repent & Believe 
Simply hearing this Good News is not enough.  We must ADMIT our sinful brokenness and 
stop trusting in ourselves.  We don’t have the power to escape this brokenness on our own.  
We need to be RESCUED.  We must ask God to forgive us – TURNING FROM SIN TO TRUST 
ONLY IN JESUS.  This is what it means to REPENT and BELIEVE.  Believing, we receive new life 
through Jesus and God turns our lives in a new direction.  The Bible says,  
“Repent and believe in the good news.”  Mark 1:15b 
“For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is God’s gift – not from works, 
so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9 
 

F.  Recover & Pursue 
When God restores our relationship to Him, we begin to discover meaning and purpose in a 
broken world.  Now we can pursue God’s design in all areas of our lives.  Even when we fall, 
we understand God’s pathway to be restored – this same good News of Jesus.  God’s Spirit 



empowers us to pursue His design and assures us of His presence in this life and for all 
eternity.  The Bible says,  
“For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases Him.”  Philippians 
2:13 
“For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so 
that we should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10 

 
G.  What should I do now? 
Now that you have heard this Good News, God wants you to respond to Him.  You can talk to 
Him using words like these: 
“My life is broken – I recognize it’s because of my sin I need you.  I believe Christ came to live, 
die, and was raised from the dead – to rescue me from my sin.  Forgive me.  I turn from my 
selfish ways and put my trust in you.  I know that Jesus is Lord of all, and I will follow Him.” 
 
The Bible says, 
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9 
“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Romans 10:13 

 
H.  Some things you should do, and WANT TO DO, as you begin your new life in Jesus: 

1. Read a part of the Bible each day (I suggest an email devotional like www.odb.org). 
2. Pray daily.  Prayer is simply talking to God.  Talk to Him like you would a close friend. 
3. Join a local church where the Bible is taught. 
4. Share your faith in Jesus with others. 
5. Be baptized, which is your primary public way to share your faith in Jesus. 
 

VI. THE DOUBLE SPRINGS MEMBERSHIP COVENANT 
 
A covenant is an agreement between two or more parties, where each party has an obligation. 
As a member of Double Springs Baptist Church, I covenant/agree/promise the following: 
 

A. I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH 
1. By acting in love toward other members 
2. By refusing to gossip 
3. By following the leaders 
4. By notifying the pastor(s) if I ever decide to leave DSBC 

 
Romans 14:19  So then, let us aim for harmony in the church and try to build each other up. 
Ephesians 4:29  Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so 
that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. 
Hebrews 13:17 Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your 
souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with sorrow. 
That would certainly not be for your benefit. 

 
 

http://www.odb.org/


B. I WILL SHARE IN THE GROWTH OF MY CHURCH 
1. By praying for its growth 
2. By inviting others (particularly those without a church home) to attend 
3. By welcoming visitors 

 
Matthew 28:18-20  Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and 
on earth.  19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 
C. I WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE MINISTRY OF MY CHURCH 

1. By discovering my gifts and using my talents 
2. By being equipped to serve by my pastors 
3. By serving in ways I’m capable and/or gifted 

 
1 Peter 4:10 God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well 
to serve one another. 
Philippians 2:3-4 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better 
than yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. 

 
D. I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH 

1. By attending faithfully 
2. By faithfully giving a tithe of my income and offerings 
3. By living in obedience to Jesus’ commands, and repenting when I fail 

 
Hebrews 10:25  And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 
another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. 
1 Corinthians 16:2a On the first day of each week, you should each put aside a portion of the money 
you have earned. 
Philippians 1:27a   Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the Good News about Christ.  

 
Print Name ____________________________________________________________________  
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