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By: Fr. Agustino Torres, CFR, President of Corazón Puro 

Greetings from Poland. I have been blessed to see firsthand here 
how God continues to move in the hearts of His faithful. Perhaps 
the news cycle in the U.S. has turned to other things, but the 
refugee situation in Poland is still everywhere to see. There have 
been 4 million refugees that have come through Poland in the last 
150 days; 2 million went on to other places while the rest have 
stayed. In this land that formed some of the greatest saints of our 
times, we see a need for another heroic display of Christian charity. 
Much of the work we do will not bear fruit for years. The formation 
of a human heart is difficult to measure, but we see many fruits. 
With great joy I share that one of our priests, Fr. Gregorio, is on the 
front lines helping those who are in need in Poland. Along with him 

is one of our Corazon Puro missionaries. 
Nelson Mejia has been in Poland for the last 
two months joyfully using his gifts of 
hospitality and kitchen administration to 
serve all who come through the mission. A 
cook by profession, he is now serving in 
every way possible. He recently told me that 
he has even traveled to Kiev during these 
dangerous times. Everywhere he goes, 
Nelson brings joy. 

 
At Corazon Puro we have heard God’s call to form Hispanic 
leaders to become agents of change in their communities. The 
needs are varied, and the situation is grave. I am happy just 
when a young man or woman desires to embrace the 
difficulties inherent to being a Catholic to the fullest extent of 
the word -- and when they get married and are aware of their 
call to be holy in the world.  Imagine my joy when one of them 
goes to a warzone to bring the love of Christ.  Much of our 
formation centers around the teachings of John Paul II, a 
faithful son of Poland.  The response of this man faced with 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles was, “Do not be afraid, 
open wide the doors to Christ.”  We are seeing young people 
do this in their hearts. Nelson is an example of this.  John 
Paull II wrote, “Beloved brothers and sisters, do not be 
ashamed of the cross. Try to take the cross every day and 
respond to Christ’s love. Protect the Cross do not let the name 
of God be insulted in your hearts, in the social or family life.” 
There are different battles that are being fought closer to 
home.  Please join me in protecting the Cross of Christ on the 
home front.  I know other young people will respond radically 
to God’s invitation. We need to boldly give them the 
formation to do so. 

 “DO NOT BE AFRAID!” 
Celebrating 14 years of joy and service 

Pictured above: Nelson 
Mejia serving in Poland 
with refugee efforts 
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R.E.A.L. FORMATION IN REAL 
TIMES 
By Maria Turbi Henderson, Projects Coordinator 
 

Did you know that Hispanics 
constitute 40% of the Catholic 
Church in the United States today? 
Hispanics are the fastest growing 
and youngest demographic in the 
U.S., according to research findings 
from the V Encuentro. Young 
Latinos are asking to be formed as 
missionaries and for resources that 
respond to their language and 
cultural needs.  They have a deep 
desire to understand their faith and 
be agents of change. A shift to 
prepare these new generations is 
urgent! And this is why R.E.A.L. 

(Reawaken & Educate Authentic Leaders) Formation was 
developed. 
  
R.E.A.L. Formation is an inculturated catechetical toolkit that aims 
to form Hispanic youth, catechists, and ministry leaders. R.E.A.L. 
Formation resources will be in print and online in English and 
Spanish. In the past months, we have completed recording of 
Phase I and Phase II English and 92% of Spanish videos! We are 
working with collaborators in the United States, as well as 
internationally in Mexico, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. Our goal 
with this toolkit is to bring our proven method of reaching 
Hispanic young adults to every parish in the United States and 
abroad! 

 

#REALFormation #REALAnswerForREALTimes  #LetsGetREAL! 
 

 APP LAUNCH 
By Evelyn Lopez, Media Coordinator 

 
We have 
launched our 
very own 
Corazon Puro 
app! Download 
the app to stay 
up to date with 
our upcoming 
events such as 

service opportunities, monthly 
meetings, retreats, and much more. 
With the app you will have access to 
exclusive content which includes 
Palabras de Aliento (Words of 
Encouragement) from the Franciscan 
Friars of the Renewal, music playlists, 
and glory stories from our CP 
missionaries. And guess what?! It is 
FREE. Download “Corazon Puro” on the 
app or Google Play store today! 

IF YOU’RE HERE, 
YOU’RE FAMILY 
Forming Hispanic Catholic leaders 
to become agents of change in their 
communities, the Church, and in 
their family takes accompaniment. 
We know that this renewal requires 
walking with young people in the 
formative years of their life. Your 
prayers and support to change the 
trajectory of these young people we 
serve. Become a part of our Corazón 
Puro family today! 

 

Scan the QR code with 
the camera app on your 
phone to give or become 
a monthly donor.  
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 CORAZÓN PURO AFFILIATES  
Updates from our program affiliate coordinators around the world! 
 

NEW YORK- CPNY has been active! After a 
successful First Stage retreat in July with 
candidates from the Tri-State area, Michigan, 
and Indiana, CPNY is motivated to keep working 
to prepare future leaders of the church across 
the nation. CPNY has partnered with the 
Archdiocese of New York in an effort to reach 

young adults in the city. We have been present at Love & Responsibility every 
week, which has allowed us to meet these Young Adults of NYC, and know 
how to better connect with and serve them! 
 

NEW JERSEY- CPNJ has witnessed the fruits of 
its labor in various ways these past months. 
Through monthly meetings, we have been able 
to reach Young Adults in locations throughout 
New Jersey and as far as Connecticut. We had 
young adults experience our Stage One Retreat 
for the first time. They had the desire to live a 

life of chastity and commit their time to helping the ministry. As we see our 
ministry grow, we look forward to upcoming events that will not just be 
formative to our team, but an invitation to reach others through our message 
of authentic love. 
 

TEXAS • RIO GRANDE VALLEY- This summer, CPRGV has focused on 
uniting families and bringing young adults back into the pews after the 
pandemic. Together with the community of Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 
leaders coordinated a “Family of Faith” series by leading Praise and Worship 
during Friday night holy hours and organizing a “Tailgate Movie Night” every 
weekend in July.  
 

CALIFORNIA • ORANGE COUNTY- CPOC has experienced growth and 
traction in these past few months, especially with the talks given on the 
Eucharist by Fr. Agustino and Fr. Sebastian. There has been a big increase in 
servers and everyone has been growing spiritually. CPOC will be sending 13 
young adults to Missionary Formation Week in efforts to continue to form the 
leaders of the affiliate. 
 

NICARAGUA: MATAGALPA- Our Corazón Puro affiliate in Matagalpa, 
Nicaragua serves more than 50 young people from the urban and rural 
sectors of the city each month in monthly meetings. Many of them are active 
members of church youth and pastoral groups. In addition to these monthly 
meetings, the affiliate has carried out a mission to a Catholic school where 
they assisted 35 adolescents who were looking for answers about sexuality 
and love. 
 
The service of this affiliate also extends to the minor seminary of the Diocese 
of Matagalpa, in which servers gave training in Theology of the Body to 50 

 
 

 
Love Until It Hurts 
 
     I joined Corazón Puro ten years ago. 
While this was the beginning of my 
conversion, God really deepened my faith 
when I served on the First Stage Retreat. I 
learned what St. Mother Teresa meant 
when she said “...if you love until it hurts, 
there can be no more hurt, only more 
love”. I knew I had to respond after seeing 
the candidates and their excitement to 
know God. I realized that there was a lot of 
work to be done, that I was an essential 
part of this team, and that I was chosen for 
a reason. 
      On Friday evening, I gave a 10-minute 
witness. I spoke about how this path is 
hard and how we have to be ready to die 
for our neighbor. I was approached by a 
candidate the following day who asked me 
about what I said, and I was surprised that 
they were actually listening and seeking 
understanding. I quickly learned that 
retreatants were looking for authenticity 
and people to relate to. 
     The meaning of St. Mother Theresa’s 
quote on pain and love became real for me 
at night and in the morning when I couldn’t 
sleep. I did not have the comfort and luxury 
of my thick pillows. I realized that it was 
O.K. because I wanted to give all of myself 
to these retreatants. I wanted them to 
receive God’s love. I was so tired, but I 
know Jesus was tired in the garden at 
Gethsemane too. 
       On the Sunday of the retreat, I 
experienced true freedom and true love 
and it really, really hurt. After a few 
candidates gave their testimony, I felt that 
the Lord wanted me to tell a part of mine. 
After sharing those painful parts of myself 
with the retreatants and servers, I felt free. 
To be embraced and thanked for revealing 
my struggles gave me great comfort. I was 
still loved! I felt loved even more, and I 
know the Lord was letting me know that 
He still loves me despite it all. I’ve learned 
that love can’t shine through if your heart 
is not a window.  
 
 Written by: Ana Maria Cerda 

  

A CHASTITY RETREAT  
TESTIMONY 
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seminarians. In addition to directing local 
missions, they also serve national missions, like 
with the Diocese of Jinotega, where they 
shared the message of chastity to more than 
600 young people. Finally, this member is 
preparing to give a second Chastity retreat in 
the month of August, in which it is expected to 

receive more than 80 young adults who are in need of an encounter with 
Jesus.  
 
NICARAGUA: MANAGUA- Corazón Puro Managua has attended with 
love to the needs of evangelization and formation of many young people, 
who meet once a month to discover the richness of the Theology of the Body. 
This past month, with the support of Corazón Puro Matagalpa, CP Managua 
carried out a chastity commitment retreat in June, in which young people 
promised to fight to live a life of integrity, virtue, and chastity. 
 
PURE HEART• PHILIPPINES- Pure Heart Philippines was blessed these 
past months to receive formation, go on missions, and have fun! Servers and 
guests were able to learn from guest speakers in their monthly Project Love 
series and to discover more deeply their God-given identity in their 
Wednesday TOB formations. The annual Chiara Luce Camp and servers' 
annual outing made summertime unforgettable. Servers were able to give in-
person sessions to a group of 12th-grade students and at a 2-day camp at a 
center for young boys. Pure Heart was also part of the working committee 
during the 10th World Meeting of Families Congress in Cebu. And they 
capped off the month of July with a fundraising event to sustain the missions 
of Pure Heart. 
 
CARTAGO• COSTA RICA- Our new affiliate of Corazón Puro Cartago has 
caused a revolution of love! We had our first Chastity Retreat in Costa Rica, a 
country that has been very marked by hedonistic and utilitarian thoughts. 
This retreat was a great success for the Diocese of Cartago and for Corazon 
Puro Cartago 50 young people who were longing for Christ's message about 
purity participated in the retreat. 

 
The impact of the Retreat was such 
that a small group of young people 
from Alajuela showed interest in 
wanting to form another affiliate of 
Corazón Puro in their city. Currently, 
Corazón Puro Cartago is 
accompanying them and providing 
training on Theology of the Body. 

 

VOCATIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY  

William Paterson University Catholic 
Campus Ministry (WPU CCM) is more 
than just a place for Bible study, but a 
place where students found a home. 
One of the highlights of this school year 
was offering an R.C.I.A. Program (The 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
where some of our students were able 
to prepare for and receive the holy 
Sacraments. In addition to RCIA, WPU 
CCM makes Mass available to students 
and offers different outreach programs 
such as food packing, soup kitchens, 
and evangelization on campus. WPU 
CCM also went to the Holy Land this 
summer where we got to walk the 
same streets Jesus did. We eagerly 
wait for this upcoming school year to 
begin to continue spreading the Gospel 
on and off campus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Pictured: Chastity Retreat in Costa Rica.  

R.C.I.A. 
recipients 
receiving the 
sacraments 
at the Prince 
of Peace 
Chapel in 
Haledon, NJ.   

Pictured left: Students and CFR’s serve hot meals for 
the poor families in New Jersey. Pictured right: Fr. 
Agustino, CFR gives a blessing to students on campus 
at WPU.  

Please continue to pray for Corazón Puro missionaries and members that have entered their vocations! 
Jeremiah, a former missionary, is now Br. Mario, CFR. Jessica F. just entered the Sisters of Pure Blood 
Contemplative House in Brooklyn. Luz from CP Nica entered the Carmelites. Please pray for our couples 
that just entered Holy Matrimony: Andrea and Dinora Lanari (pictured), and Jonathan and Daisy Vargas. 


