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“Speak to the people right in front of you,” is a lesson I will 
never forget from Fr. Benedict Groeschel.  The founder of the 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal had a huge impact on me. 
When I began to discern if the friars were for me, he challenged 
me, taught me, and invited me to go along in his outreach to 
the poor in the Bronx.  There are some things that can only be 
taught by seeing someone else doing them.  I will never forget 
how this man, who was such an important man in the Church, 
took his time with the people he spoke to. It was as if nothing 
else mattered and he just listened to the problems you would 
bring him.  Every Christmas and Easter he would raise a little 
army of volunteers and go into some of the most difficult 
places in the Bronx and bring joy (to be honest there was a little 
chaos as well), but we were bringing light to a place that 
needed it.  Fr. Benedict’s tenderness to the poor in need has 
been branded onto my heart.  It is this tenderness that is 
communicated to the members of Corazón Puro.  When we 
speak of a ‘radical hospitality,’ we mean that the person 
walking through the door is part of our family and we welcome 
them as such.   

 
When we go to the streets and bring food to the needy, we 
strive to do so with the tenderness that Fr. Benedict showed 
me for all those years.  It is a needed thing for all of us. 
We cannot separate the revelation of Jesus Christ from our call 
to serve and love the poor.  It is not solely for those who wear 
beards and religious habits. ALL OF US are called to serve the 
poor.  It is an outgrowth of the love that we experience from 
being saved. God has given us His love and we share it with 
others. It is a gift that grows when it is shared.  The CP 
missionaries all have stories of their lives being impacted when 
they encountered Jesus in the ‘distressing disguise of the 
poor.’ He is there waiting for us all.  One of our missionaries at 
a recent meeting shared his experience of a time when we 
cared for a 24-year-old dying man. We cleaned his wounds and 
dressed him in dignified clothing.  We were there for the love 
of God, and only the love of God could help us make sense of 
it…but it has since affected the way this missionary carries out 
his duties as a father, husband and professional.  We change 
the world by helping to change a poor man’s socks. We bring 
light into the world by bringing him a sandwich. We change 
lives by allowing our lives to be changed. Let us all heed the 
call to serve the poor. 

CP Mission to Donna, TX, US 
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R.E.A.L. Beta Testing  
Coming Soon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

By Maria Turbi Henderson, Projects Coordinator 
 

We recently traveled to the National Catholic Youth Conference 
(N.C.Y.C.), where we met amazing youth and young adults- the next 
generation of our Church! During this conference, we also met many 
youth leaders, catechists, and directors of religious education. I 
remember one that approached me and said: “Maria, it is hard to make 
their faith relevant to them.” And oh boy! As a catechist myself, I couldn’t 
agree more.  
 

I expressed to her that we need to support their catechesis in a way that 
is relevant to their lives. In a way, we need to “speak their language” to 
bring the truth of our faith so that our young people can understand and 
fall in love with Christ. speaks to Latino teens, and 
beyond Latinos, to the Gen Z of now, in a way that is authentic and 
relevant to their life experience.  
 

Over the past 14 years, Corazón Puro has been committed to creating a 
space where young people can learn about their faith and strengthen 
their Christian identity. R.E.A.L. Formation is like the secret sauce or

, what we have learned through years of 
experience, packed in a way that can be taken to any parish.   This toolkit 
is also unique in that it offers formation to both the catechist or youth 
leader and to the young person.  It is bilingual and bicultural, video-based 
and available on an app. 
 

We are thrilled to offer some of these leaders at N.C.Y.C. the opportunity 
to collaborate with us! We will select 100 leaders to get early access to 
content. For a beta period, they will have free access to R.E.A.L. content 
to use with their catechists and young people and will give feedback on 
the program. Their feedback will be essential for us to reach many youth 
across the United States!  

If you would like to know more about R.E.A.L. Formation, you can reach us 
at realformation@corazonpuro.org 

#REALFormation #REALAnswerForREALTimes  #ThankYouOSV 

 CP APP UPDATES! 
By Evelyn Lopez, Media Coordinator 

 
Have you downloaded 
the Corazon Puro app?  
We are excited to 
announce that we will be 
posting our podcast 
hosted by Fr. Agustino 
Torres & co-host Solanyi 
Rodriguez with topics on 

the Eucharistic called  

Join them and their special guests for honest 
conversations on how to recommit to and 
revive our understanding of the Mass and 
relationship with Jesus with a little humor and 
a whole lotta love. REVIVE is the official 
podcast of the USCCB’s National Eucharistic 
Revival.  

You can listen to it through our app! 
Download “Corazon Puro” App now! 

Support vocations and foreign missions! 

We are excited to announce Corazón Puro has 
partnered with Casa Guadalupe in their Our 
Lady’s Face venture. The woman at Casa 
Guadalupe (a women’s house of prayer and 
discernment) strive to bring beauty to the 
world through healing handcrafted organic 
skincare products that support vocations and 
missions worldwide!  

From cleansers to eye serum and now even a 
men’s line with St. Joseph’s colognes and 
beard oils, all proceeds from these products 
go towards our missions in Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, the Philippines, and other places as well!  

Maria and Solanyi at the REAL Formation booth in NYCY 2022 – Long Beach, CA 

Find out more about our products at:  
https://ourladysface.com 
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 CORAZÓN PURO AFFILIATES  
Updates from our program affiliate coordinators around the world! 
 

NEW YORK- During these difficult times, CPNY 
has been organizing Jesus Runs where we 
encounter the poor and try to help them by 
providing food, giving a warm smile and 
acknowledging their presence in the streets. 
CPNY also provided accompaniment to our 
young adult leaders, checking up on those in the 
ministry, organizing formation days and group 
studies on a spiritual reading, and offering 
communal time. Our JPII house of formation for 
men also has been hosting monthly meetings for 
young men called “Fathered by God”. These 
young men spend time praying in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament and in community where 

they share their stories and encourage one another. It’s been important for 
CPNY to stay connected and show support as best as we can so that we can 
carry out the mission of Corazón Puro.  
 

NEW JERSEY- Corazón Puro lives out its mission through the pillars of being 
Christ-Centered, family and mission oriented, and based in Franciscan 
Spirituality. These pillars led to CPNJ’s mission to spread the authentic love of 
God to those who are broken. Observing the crisis in mental health and poverty 
in our country has helped us define our purpose in our local chapter. New Jersey 
has held monthly meetings, retreats, and service events that inspire authentic 
love with prayer and accompaniment. Having prayer be fundamental has 
transformed the mental health of our participants who are tempted to think 
their life has no purpose and dignity. Learning that we are created in the image 
and likeness of God has resulted in an abundance of hope. With this hope and 
acknowledgement of our dignity, we can look at the other with greater love 
knowing they too are a Child of God. When we live this out, we are able to 
authentically love the poor in our neighborhood through service events like food-
hand-outs, Jesus Runs (encountering the poor in the streets) and praying outside 
an abortion clinic. Amidst financial poverty we also face spiritual poverty that 
our Lord desires to satisfy. We are reminded of Jesus on the Cross exclaiming "I 
thirst." It is a thirst for us, His children, but also a thirst within us that can only 
quenched by Him. We pray for God's grace to allow Corazón Puro New Jersey to 
be an epicenter of Jesus's authentic love starting with each participant and 
spreading into their families and into our community. 
 
 

CALIFORNIA • ORANGE COUNTY- CPOC has seen continued growth 
throughout its fall monthly meetings. After joining CP missionaries at Missionary 
Formation Week in NYC, we have been receiving talks on how to discern our 
vocation as well as how to follow God’s call to holiness. We have flown out 
several CFR friars for our monthly meetings and Los lazos de comunidad 
continue to be strengthened in this new apostolate on the west coast. Please 
continue to pray for us! 

 
 

 
A kid from the Bronx 
 
     As a first generation Mexican 
American in my family, I grew up 
Catholic, but never really practiced the 
faith. Growing up we would only go to 
the occasional Mass. Over the years God 
really started working and healing my 
family, slowly converting my family 
members one by one into a deeper faith.  
 
When it was my turn, I was very 
conflicted with what I really wanted for 
my life. I was living in two worlds; I was 
practicing my faith but at the same time 
also indulging in broken secular 
activities. When I met Corazón Puro and 
attended my first stage retreat, I felt 
different. I felt welcomed and felt like I 
belonged here.  
 
Corazón Puro helped me do a reality 
check with my life and realize I cannot 
live in two worlds. I am His, I am God’s 
chosen and beloved son, that is what 
Corazón Puro helped me realize and live 
out. Corazón Puro helped me see that 
even a Bronx teen from the struggle is 
worthy of the Father’s love. I am very 
grateful for Corazón Puro and their 
young adult outreach.  
 

 
 
 
 
Written by: Blas Dircio 
  

  

CPNY SERVER 
TESTIMONY 

Blas and Fr. Agustino at Missionary Formation Week 
2022 

CPNY and CP NJ pilgrimage to the 
Nation Shrine of the Divine Mercy, MA 
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NICARAGUA: MANAGUA- 
Corazón Puro Managua 
supports high schools and youth 
groups throughout the Diocese 
of Managua. We continue to 
attend to the needs of 
evangelization and the 
formation of more than 50 
young people every month.  

 
 NICARAGUA: MATAGALPA- 
Corazón Puro Matagalpa continues to 
serve more than 60 young people from 
the urban and rural sectors of the city 
each month. Many are active youth 
leaders. This is the midst of many 
difficulties and we continue to pray for 
priests and the bishop who are 

imprisoned. We are preparing to give a Healing Retreat for 70 young people 
who have been coming to our monthly meetings. We are very excited as we 
prepare for the final activities at the end of the year: the monthly meeting in 
December (always celebrating our patronal feast of the Immaculate 
Conception!) and the last fraternal gathering of the year for the mission team.  
Please continue to pray for Nicaragua as we joyfully continue our mission in difficult 
times. 
PURE HEART• PHILIPPINES- Pure Heart Philippines was blessed with 
grace-filled formations, missions, and fellowship time for the past three months! 
Servers and guests learned a lot from various speakers in their monthly Project 
Love series and TOB (Theology of the Body) formations. Chiara Luce gatherings, 
and monthly sessions with the young girls living in the poor neighboring barrios 
around the Community of St John, have been inspiring and fun-filled. The girls 
are already looking forward to the annual gift-giving and Christmas celebration. 
Pure Heart capped off October with its yearly retreat that helps rekindle and 
strengthen the missionary spirit of the servers. 
 
CARTAGO• COSTA RICA- Corazón Puro Cartago continues to thrive after 
its first Chastity retreat in Costa Rica last April. We continue to accompany the 
youth and young adults and grow in our knowledge of the Theology of the Body. 
We are dedicated to offering a monthly meeting where we receive around 40 
young adults from the urban sector of Cartago. These participants feel 
accompanied to live a healthy and holy sexuality. 

 

VOCATIONS 

WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY (WPU) 
WPU Catholic Campus Ministry offers service 
opportunities, social and spiritual 
accompaniment events for young adults in 
Haledon, NJ.  

This Thanksgiving, WPU students will be joining 
the CFR’s in their annual turkey handout as well 
as teaming up in cooking a warm Thanksgiving 
meal to offer the community in Paterson during 
their Thursday “St. Michael’s Friendship Café". 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WP Student Testimony: Meet Evan! 
My name is Evan Tagliareni and I am a junior at 
WPU. The Catholic Campus Ministry has been 
the best experience in my college tenure. Since 
joining, I have met the most wonderful 
community a young college student could ask 
to meet. This includes other Catholic students, 
alumni, Corazón Puro, and the CFR’s.  

Not only have the events and activities on 
campus been significant, but the places I have 
gone from networking with other Catholics 
have been even greater, such as St Paul Inside 
the Walls in Madison, NJ and Catholic 
Underground in NYC.  

The CFRs have taught me the virtue of being 
dedicated to the impoverished and less 
fortunate with their food handouts in Paterson 
and Newark.  

I cannot forget the most important part of my 
experience from Willy P’s Catholic Campus 
Ministry: growing closer to God in prayer, 
devotion to the Blessed Mother of God, and 
the Eucharist.  

My only regret is that I did not go to our 
campus ministry until the second semester of 
my sophomore year. I highly recommend to all 
students who are searching for community, 
charity work, and 
God to join us just 
down the hill at 
Prince of Peace 
Chapel! 

 
 

Please continue to pray for Corazón 
Puro missionaries and members that 
have entered their vocations!  
Please pray especially for John and 
Karen Casella who just entered Holy 
Matrimony. John is one of the founders 
of the JPII House of discernment for 
men in the Bronx.  

Matagalpa leadership team 
Wisdom Wednesday WPU Campus Ministry and Br. JJ 

Managua local mission. Chastity workshop. 100 participants 

Evelyn, Evan and Br. Samuel at WPU Club Fair 


