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Dove / περιστερά (peristera) 

Definition, Meaning, and Usage 

There is actually a different Greek word that means dove, trygon, and it generally specifies a pair of                                        doves who 
have become                                       . 
 
Peristera actually doesn’t refer to a dove. It refers to a                                          , the dove’s cousin. 
 
The Hebrew equivalent, the word is                                      .  
 
A dove often symbolized new                                                       in Judiasm. 
 
Genesis 1:2 CSB 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the surface of the waters. 
 
Genesis 8:11 CSB 11 When the dove came to him at evening, there was a plucked olive leaf in its beak. So Noah knew that the water 
on the earth’s surface had gone down. 
 
There is also a                                                      about doves that is described in the Scripture. 
 
Psalm 56:title CSB For the choir director: according to “A Silent Dove Far Away.” A Miktam of David. When the Philistines seized him 
in Gath. 
 
Psalm 68:13 CSB 13 While you lie among the sheep pens, the wings of a dove are covered with silver, and its feathers with glistening 
gold. 
 
The Holy Spirit is seen like a dove descending and                                              on Jesus.  
 
John 1:32 CSB 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and he rested on him. 
 
1. The ministry of Jesus the Messiah would be marked by                                                      , not war. 
 
2. This was the initiation of a new beginning for                                          , and the                                       . 

What does this Mean for Me? 

Your savior is                                           with his followers. 
 
Your faith in Jesus Christ leads to a new                                                   ! 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 CSB 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has 
come! 

  



Fire / πῦρ (pyr) 

Definition, Meaning, and Usage 

In ancient religions, fire was generally connected to                                        and                                                    beings. 
 
In the OT, fire was used as a part of the                                              and                                                          system. 
 
Fire also signified a                                                             process. 
 
Leviticus 13:52 CSB 52 He is to burn the fabric, the warp or weft in wool or linen, or any leather article, which is contaminated. Since 
it is harmful mildew it must be burned. 
 
                                 appears as fire or in fire in the OT. 
 
Exodus 3:2 CSB 2 Then the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire within a bush. As Moses looked, he saw that the bush 
was on fire but was not consumed. 
 
Exodus 13:21–22 CSB 21 The LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to lead them on their way during the day and in a pillar of 
fire to give them light at night, so that they could travel day or night.  
 22 The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night never left its place in front of the people. 
 
Fire is associated with the Holy Spirit when It appears on the                                                    in the upper room 
at                                                   .  
 
Acts 2:3 CSB 3 They saw tongues like flames of fire that separated and rested on each one of them. 
 
Luke probably sees this as a fulfilment of John’s                                                 that Jesus would “baptize with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire.” 
 
Luke 3:16–17 CSB 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more powerful than I am is coming. I am not 
worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
 17 His winnowing shovel is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with fire that never goes out.” 
 
Fire, in these instances, represents the Spirit’s                                                    power and that it                                                 believers. 

What does this Mean for Me? 

The Holy Spirit is continually                                                    our lives. 
 
Our                                        to fulfill our mission comes from the Spirit. 

 
Prayer Application 

Jesus described himself as lowly and humble (Mt 11:29), and Paul described Jesus as gentle (2 Cor 10:1). Aren’t you glad you have 
a gentle savior? Thank Jesus for his gentleness with you, even when you aren’t deserving. 
 
Jesus is also the giver of new beginnings. Pray, thanking Jesus for the new beginning he has brought into your life through the 
salvation he has given you. A good daily prayer is to ask him to remind you that “today” is a new day to live in the fullness of his 
grace. 
 
The Holy Spirit is a refining fire. Even in the pain of discipline, he is molding us to be more like Jesus. Thank God for HE is the one 
who purifies your life, and it’s not something you must accomplish on your own.  
 


