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Overview
Course Description & Objectives:
The entirety of the membership courses are designed for people who call Lighthouse
Church their home,  have already invested in some small form, and are interested in deeper
commitment to the church body. Throughout the 3 parts you will better understand the
heart of Lighthouse church, the beliefs of Lighthouse Church, and the commitment of
becoming a member at Lighthouse Church. It is our objective that you have a deeper
knowledge of how God is moving in this church family and how He is prompting you to
join in to the fullest extent.

Part 1: Who Are We?
● Overview of the story of Lighthouse Church

● Vision, Mission, and Application

● Leadership Structure & Staff Roles

● Ministries and Heart Beats of Lighthouse - finding your fit

Part 2: What Do We Believe?
● What theology is and why it is important

● Theological distinctives of Lighthouse Church

● Our non-negotiables and our stance on controversial issues

Part 3: What is Membership?
● What membership is and is not

● Role & expectations of members at Lighthouse Church

● Application & covenant explained
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Part 1 - Who Are We?
The Story & Heart of LHC
Lighthouse began as a small dream to be a lighthouse for our broken world, guiding

everyone back to the love of God.

● Started with a home group in Josh & Brianne Shaw’s living room that took genuine

community, the gospel, and a life of worship very seriously

● June 2015: Began meeting in a warehouse to pray, worship, and grow

● Fall 2016: Moved into the theater of Green Mountain High School

● Fall 2017: Started renting the Presbyterian building on 10th Ave

● August 2019: Opened the doors of our new church home in Denver

● April 2021: Launched our second campus. Located in Lakewood.

MISSION

For the people of our
church to Be Known, Know

Jesus, and Make Jesus
Known.

VISION

Our vision is to create
Spiritually Formed leaders
who live out the mission of

Lighthouse Church.

VALUES

To be a Church that Values:

1. Formation
2. Community
3. Worship
4. Leadership

Development
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Our Values

To be a church that values Formation

To be a church that values Community

To be a church that values Worship

To be a church that values Leadership

Development.
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Leadership Structure & Staff Roles

Lighthouse Church is a Staff-directed, Elder-protected ministry that adheres to the

authority of Scripture and the leadership of Jesus Christ as the Head of the Church.

Outline of accountability and leadership of Lighthouse Church:

JESUS CHRIST → ELDER COUPLES → STAFF → MEMBERS → ATTENDERS

Current Ministries & Ways to Serve

Host Team -

● Connection Center

● Coffee Bar

● Greeters

● Security

● Ushers

Worship Team

● Audio/Video

● Slides

● Band

Family Ministries

● Kids Church Teacher

● Toddlers

● Infants

● K-5

● Youth

Spiritual Formation

● Prayer Team

○ Prayer Team Leaders

○ Online Prayer Wall

○ Prayer Ushers

● Home Groups

○ Leaders & Co-Leaders

○ Hosts

● Discipleship

○ Women/Men Retreats

○ Mentorship

● Community Outreach

5



○ Community Ministry

Biblical Reasons to Be Invested
Ephesians 4:11-13 → You are intentionally gifted by God to build up the body of Christ as
we become the fullness of Him to our world.

Romans 4:3-8 → It is a joyful opportunity to serve God and His people using

1 Corinthians 12:20-27 → You are a necessary and important part of the body of Christ
and the work of God on earth.

Find What Gives You Life & Take Next Steps
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Part 2 - What Do We Believe?

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important

thing about us.” — A.W. Tozer in The Knowledge of the Holy

Theological Distinctives:
● Anabapitist

● Charismatic

● Evangelical

Theological Distinctives:
● The gospel is the center of our

theology (1 Corinthians 15)

● Jesus is the lens through which we

view all Scripture

● Theological Influences

Theological Requirements

of Members:
● Carefully read and agree with our statement of faith

● Practice theological charity

Why is it Important?
● Knowledge and Application

● Developing a robust functional theology in order to be in deep relationship with
God (head, heart, hands)
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Part 3 - What is Membership?

Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to

prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to

anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all

the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Acts 4:32
All the believers were one in heart and mind.

What it IS:
● Group of like-minded followers of

Jesus committed to one another
and pursuing the mission of God in
a community context

● A committed relationship to the
local church and God’s ultimate
plan for His people

What it is NOT:
● Spiritual Promotion
● An Infusion of Righteousness
● A Christian Country Club
● A Common Western Concept

The Purpose & Hope of Membership:
● For the purpose of protecting,  edifying, and caring for the Church in order to

become the fullness of Christ as Jesus intended.
● Encourages the maintenance of a vertical covenant with God through the blood of

Christ while also maintaining a horizontal covenant with His Church for the purpose
of following Christ better together.

What is a Covenant?
● All throughout scripture (Old Testament Covenants and the New Covenant in Jesus)
● A mirror of how God communicates with His people throughout history
● Deep relational commitment
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What Does Our Church

Covenant Include?
● Accountability for following Jesus, His

commandments, and general Christian
living

● Commitment to investing in and honoring
the body of Christ

● Freedom regarding beliefs that Scripture
does not speak to

Who is Eligible to Become a

Member?
● Committed & invested attenders for 6

months
● Saved & Baptized followers of Jesus

pursuing holiness & spiritual maturity
● Agreement with Lighthouse Church

Statement of Faith
● Completion of membership application &

signing the LHC Membership Covenant

Next Steps
1. If you want more depth of content or missed a previous membership class, watch

previous membership class videos at lighthousechurch.tv/membership.

2. Carefully read through the statement of faith and church covenant.

3. Fill out the online membership application for each individual applicant found on

lighthousechurch.tv/membership.
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Biblical Obligations of the Elders to Lighthouse
Church Body

As shepherds and overseers of a local church, elders
are entrusted with protecting, leading, equipping and
caring for the corporate church body and her individual
members. The following is a rather extensive overview of
the requirements for elders as spelled out within the
Scriptures.

The elders covenant...

• to appoint elders and deacons (including staff
members who serve in these offices) according to the
criteria assigned to them in the Scriptures (1 Timothy
3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

• to prayerfully seek God’s will for our church community
and steward her resources to the best of our ability
based on our study of the Scriptures and following of
the Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

• to care for the church and seek her growth in grace,
truth and love (Matthew 28:16-20; Ephesians
4:15-16,Colossians 1:28; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

• to provide teaching and counsel from the whole of
Scripture (Acts 20:27-28; 1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy
4:1-5; Titus 2:1).

• to equip the members of the church for the work of
ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16).

• to be on guard against false teachers and teachings
(Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 1 John
4:1).

• to lovingly exercise discipline when necessary, for the
glory of God, the good of the one disciplined and the
health of the church as a whole (Matthew 18:15-20; 1
Corinthians 5:1-13; Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20).

• to set an example and join members in fulfilling the
obligations of church membership stated below
(Philippians 3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Peter
5:3).

Biblical Obligations of the Members to
Lighthouse Church Body

As those who have experienced the grace of a life
changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ, we have the
opportunity to reflect the character of Christ through the
pursuit of certain attitudes and actions and the rejection
of others. The Scriptures refer to this reality as “living by
the Spirit” (Romans 8). The requirements of this
membership covenant are in no way intended as an
addition to the biblical obligations of a believer. Rather,
this document functions primarily as an accessible yet
non-exhaustive explanation of what the Scriptures teach
about the obedience that faith produces.

I covenant...

• to submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final
arbiter on all issues (Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2
Peter 1:19-21).

• to pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible
reading, prayer, fellowship and practice of spiritual
disciplines (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians
9:24-27;Ephesians 5:1-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22).

• to follow the command and example of Jesus by
participating in the ordinances prescribed to His
Church:

- by being baptized after my conversion.

- by regularly remembering and celebrating the
person and work of Christ through communion.

• to regularly participate in the life of Lighthouse Church
by attending weekly services, engaging in
gospel-centered community and serving those within
and outside of this church (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews
10:23-25; Titus 3:14).

• to steward the resources God has given me, including
time, talents, spiritual gifts and finances. This includes
regular financial giving, service and participation in
community that is sacrificial, cheerful and voluntary
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(Matthew 25:14-30; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians
8-9).

• by God’s grace through the power of the Holy Spirit, to
walk in holiness in all areas of life as an act of worship
to Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:13-16. 1 Peter 4:1-3).
Believers should strive to put certain attitudes and
actions to death while stirring and stimulating love and
good deeds through the Spirit. Below are a few
examples of actions addressed in the Scriptures:

- I will practice complete chastity unless married
and, if married, complete fidelity within
heterosexual and monogamous marriage.
Complete chastity and fidelity means, among other
things, that regardless of my marital status, I will
pursue purity and abstain from sexually immoral
practices such as adultery, premarital sex and
pornography (Romans 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians
6:15-20, 1 Corinthians 10:8;Ephesians 5:3; 1
Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4).

- I will seek to preserve the gift of marriage and
agree to walk through the steps of marriage
reconciliation at Lighthouse Church before
pursuing divorce from my spouse (Matthew
19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18; 1 Corinthians
7:10-11; for the role of the church in the process of
divorce, see Paul’s concern for the resolution of
legal matters within the assembly of the church in
1 Corinthians 6).

- I will refrain from drug and alcohol abuse, (using
psychoactive substances to the point of mental
impairment), gossip and other sinful behavior as
the Bible dictates (Romans 1:28-32; Romans
13:13; Galatians 5:19-21;Ephesians 5:18; James
3:3-18).

• to refrain from such activities that the Scriptures would
deem foolish (Romans 14:14-23).

• to take seriously the responsibility of Christian
freedom, especially actions or situations that could
present a stumbling block to another (1 Corinthians
8:1-13).

• to submit to the discipline of God through His Holy
Spirit by:

- following the biblical procedures for church
discipline where sin is evident in another – the

hope of such discipline being repentance and
restoration.

- receiving righteous and loving discipline when
approached biblically by fellow believers (Psalm
141:5; Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians
5:9-13;Hebrews 12:5-11).

• to do the following when I sin:

- confess my sin to God and to fellow believers.

- repent and seek help to put my sin to death
(Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5; James 5:16; 1
John 1:6-10).

- to submit to the elders and other appointed
leaders of the church and diligently strive for unity
and peace within the church (Ephesians 4:1-3;
Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:5).

• to do the following should I leave the church for
righteous reasons:

- to notify the appropriate staff member on the
campus I attend.

- to seek another church with which I can carry out
my biblical responsibilities as a believer.

For more information, email: care@lighthousechurch.tv

© 2019 Lighthouse Church. All rights reserved.

14

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2025.14-30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Corinthians%208-9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Corinthians%208-9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.13-16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2013.11-14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%206.15-20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%206.15-20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.1-8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.1-8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2019.1-12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2019.1-12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2010.1-12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2016.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%207.10-11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%207.10-11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%206
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.28-32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2013.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2013.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.19-21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%203.3-18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%203.3-18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2014.14-23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%208.1-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%208.1-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20141.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20141.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2018.15-20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%205.9-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%205.9-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.5-11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.6-10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.6-10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.5
mailto:care@lighthousechurch.tv


I. The Scriptures

The Old and New Testaments were written by men
inspired by the Holy Spirit. All of Scripture has God for
its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any
mixture of error, for its matter. It is God's revelation
to humanity, and, in content, it is a treasure of divine
instruction for life. All Scripture is true and
trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God
judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end
of the world, the supreme standard by which all
human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should
be evaluated. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ,
who is Himself the focus and culmination of divine
revelation.

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34;
Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8;
Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke
21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts
2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy
3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter
1:19-21.

II. God

There is one, and only one, living and true God who
exists in triune distinction: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. He is an intelligent, spiritual, relational, and
personal Being. He is the Creator, Redeemer,
Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is
completely holy and perfect. All three divine Persons
are all-powerful and all-knowing. God’s perfect
knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and
future, including the future decisions of His free
creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence,
worship, and obedience. Each divine person is beheld
uniquely in personhood and work especially in the
work of creation and salvation, but there is no division
of nature, essence, or being among the Trinity. God
exists self-sufficiently in eternal, loving relationship
between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

A. God the Father

God the Father is fully God, and reigns with
providential care over the universe, His creatures,
and time itself. He is all-powerful, all-knowing,

all-loving, and all-wise. As Creator, He is the father
of all creation. Although human fathers are
imperfect, the heavenly Father perfectly
disciplines and cares for his children. Those who
place their faith in Jesus Christ are no longer
slaves or fearful, but they are truly children of the
Father and can affectionately call upon him as his
sons and daughters.

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.;
20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1
Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15;
64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11;
23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13;
17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians
8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15;
1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17;
1 John 5:7.

B. God the Son

Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. The Son has
eternally existed with the Father and is fully God.
In His incarnation, Jesus was conceived of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus
perfectly revealed and accomplished the will of
the Father. He took human nature upon Himself
with its demands, necessities, and limitations. As
a real and true human, he identified Himself
completely with every human person, yet he was
without sin. He fulfilled the old covenant by His
obedience, and through His substitutionary death
on the cross, He made provision for the
redemption of humanity from sin. He was raised
from the dead with a glorified body and appeared
to His disciples. He ascended into heaven and is
now exalted at the right hand of the Father where
He is the One Mediator, fully God and fully man.
In him, humanity has reconciliation with God. At a
time only known by the Father, Christ will return
in power and glory to judge the world and to
consummate His redemptive mission.

Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14;
53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33;
16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke
1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38;
11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5,
21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56;
9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34;
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10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2
Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5;
Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11;
Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1
Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3;
4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter
2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John
7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8;
19:16.

C. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is fully God and is equal with both
the Father and the Son. He searches all things,
even the deep things of God, and it is through him
that we are able to know God. Through his
inspiration the Scriptures were authored, and
through his illumination He enables men and
women to understand truths concerning God’s
work and being. He exalts Christ. He convicts
people of false understandings of sin,
righteousness, and judgment. He calls all people
to the Savior and effects regeneration. At the
moment of regeneration, He indwells every
believer as they join the body of Christ. He
cultivates Christian character, comforts believers,
and distributes spiritual gifts. He seals the
believer unto the day of final redemption. His
presence in each Christian is the guarantee that
God will bring the believer into the fullness of the
measure of Christ. He enlightens and empowers
believers in worship, evangelism, and service.

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11;
139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18;
3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35;
4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24;
14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38;
4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28;
16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1
Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians
4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians
5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16;
Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7;
Revelation 1:10; 22:17.

III. Humanity

Humans are the special creation of God, made in His
own image and likeness. He created them male and
female as the crowning work of His creation. The gift
of gender is thus part of the goodness of God's
creation. In the beginning humans were innocent of

sin and endowed by their Creator with freedom of
choice. By their free choice humans rebelled against
God, and sin was brought into the human race.
Succumbing to the temptation of Satan, humans
transgressed the command of God and fell from
original innocence. Therefore, all people inherit a
nature inclined toward sin. Only by God’s grace can
humans be reconciled to God and fulfill their creative,
God-given purpose. Every human person has intrinsic
value because God created them in His image;
therefore, every person of every race, nation, gender,
and status possesses full dignity and is worthy of
respect and Christian love.

Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6;
32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26;
Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19;
6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31;
15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22;
3:9-11.

IV. Salvation

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole
person and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood
obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its
broadest sense, salvation includes regeneration,
justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is
no salvation apart from God’s grace through faith in
Jesus Christ.

A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of
God's grace whereby believers become new
creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart
brought about by the Holy Spirit through
conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in
both repentance to God and in faith in Christ.
Repentance and faith are essential for
regeneration.

Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward
God. Faith is the acceptance and commitment of
the entire person to Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior.

B. Justification is God's gracious and full acquittal
of the punishment of sin because of Christ’s
imputed righteousness. This is available to all
sinners who repent and believe in Christ.
Justification brings the believer into a relationship
of peace and favor with God.

C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in
regeneration, by which the believer is set apart to
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God's purposes and is enabled to progress
toward moral and spiritual maturity through the
presence and power of the Holy Spirit. This
process should continue throughout the
regenerate person's life.

D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and
is the final blessed and abiding state of the
redeemed. Given incorruptible and eternal
bodies, the redeemed will dwell with God forever
and ever.

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21;
4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John
1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17;
Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32;
Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23;
8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians
1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20;
Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7;
2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22;
3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus
2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14;
James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11;
Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

V. God's Purpose of Grace

Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to
which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and
glorifies sinners. Human free agency and God’s
election function in complete harmony. As humans
freely choose, God’s purposes are brought to fruition.
It is the glorious display of God's sovereign goodness,
as well as his infinite wisdom, holiness, aseity, and
immutability. Election by God removes any legitimacy
for human boasting and promotes humility, while
humans are fully responsible for their own decisions
to sin.

All true believers endure until the end. Those whom
God has redeemed through Christ and sanctified by
His Spirit will never fall away from the state of grace.
The elect may fall into sin through neglect and
temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair
their own good and comfort, and bring reproach on
the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on
themselves. However, those who are truly followers
of Christ shall be kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22;
Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19;
21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32;
19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24;
6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32;

Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1
Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10;
3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2
Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39–12:2; James
1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.

VI. The Church

As church based on the model provided in the New
Testament, we are an autonomous local congregation
of baptized believers associated by covenant in the
faith and fellowship of the gospel. We observe the
two ordinances of Christ: baptism and communion.
We are governed by His laws. We strive to exercise all
the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in us by Christ
and the Holy Spirit. Additionally, we seek to extend
the gospel to the ends of the earth. In our
congregation, each member is responsible and
accountable to Christ and the church. While both men
and women are gifted for ministry in the church, the
office of lead or senior pastor is reserved for men.

The New Testament speaks also of the church as the
body of Christ which includes the redeemed of every
age, tribe, tongue, ethnicity, and nation.

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14;
6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans
1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12;
Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32;
Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14;
3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4;
Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3.

VII. Baptism and the Lord's Supper

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in
water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer's
faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior, the
believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and
the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ
Jesus. It is a testimony to faith in the final resurrection
of the dead, and entrance into the community of
faith. Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to
the privileges of church membership.

The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience
whereby those who have placed their faith in Christ
memorialize the death of Christ and anticipate His
second coming through partaking of the bread and
the fruit of the vine. This is done in communion with
God and with one another.
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Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11;
14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts
2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1
Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12.

VIII. The Kingdom

The Kingdom of God includes both His general
sovereignty over the universe and His particular
kingship over those who willfully acknowledge Him as
King. Particularly the Kingdom is the realm of
salvation into which people enter by grace through
faith demonstrated as childlike commitment to Jesus
Christ. Christians ought to pray that the Kingdom may
come and God's will would be done on earth. The full
consummation of the Kingdom awaits the return of
Jesus Christ and the end of this age.

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew
3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29;
Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32;
17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31;
Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians
1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13;
Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22.

IX. Last Things

God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring
the world to its appropriate glorified state. According
to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and
visibly in glory to the earth. At the end, the dead will
be raised, and Christ will judge all people by his
righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to
Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. Those
covered in his righteousness will, in their resurrected
and glorified bodies, receive their reward and will
dwell with God forever in the new heavens and new
earth.

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28;
24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48;
Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John
14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians
4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians
3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18;
5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2
Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8;
2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation
1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13.

X. Evangelism and Missions

It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ
and every church t to endeavor to make disciples of
all nations. Missionary effort on the part of all
Christians rests upon a spiritual necessity of the
regenerate life for salvation, and is expressly and
repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ.
Jesus has commanded the preaching of the gospel to
all nations, and it is the duty of every child of God to
constantly seek to win the lost to Christ through their
testimony by the power of the Holy Spirit. While
Christians are called to faithfully and tactfully spread
the gospel, it is only through the calling of the Father,
the work of the Son, and the application of the Holy
Spirit that a person may be saved.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew
9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19; 22:9-10;
24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 6:44-45;
14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40;
10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11;
1 Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3;
11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17.

XI. Education

Because Christianity is true, intelligence and learning
do not stand in opposition to the knowledge of God.
Therefore, Christians do not need to fear intellectual
advancement in themselves or others. In Jesus Christ
abide all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. All
sound learning is, therefore, a part of God’s creation
and does not stand in conflict with our faith.
Moreover, the cause of education in the Kingdom of
Christ coordinates with the causes of missions and
general benevolence and should receive along with
these the support of the churches. An adequate
system of Christian education is necessary to a
complete spiritual program for Christ's people.

Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah
8:1-8; Job 28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.; 119:11; Proverbs
3:13ff.; 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19;
Matthew 5:2; 7:24ff.; 28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1
Corinthians 1:18-31; Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians
4:8; Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy
2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12-6:3; James 1:5; 3:17.

XII. Stewardship
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God is the source of all blessings, temporal and
spiritual. All our possessions belong to Him. More
than that, our entire existence is indebted to him. As
a gift of God, all creation is  under the stewardship of
humanity. This applies on a universal and personal
level. All people are called to steward their
possessions in accordance with God’s standards. We
are under obligation to serve Him with our time,
talents, and material possessions, recognizing that all
these were entrusted to us to use for the glory of God
and for helping others. According to the Scriptures,
Christians should contribute of their means
cheerfully, regularly, systematically, proportionately,
and liberally for the advancement of the Redeemer's
cause on earth.

Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18;
Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23;
25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47;
5:1-11; 17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1
Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians
8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-19.

XIII. Cooperation

Christ's people should, as occasion requires, organize
such associations and conventions as may best
secure cooperation for the great objects of the
Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no
authority over one another or over the churches.
They are voluntary and advisory bodies designed to
elicit, combine, and direct the energies of our people
in the most effective manner. Members of New
Testament churches should cooperate with one
another in carrying forward the missionary,
educational, and benevolent ministries for the
extension of Christ's Kingdom. Christian unity in the
New Testament sense is spiritual harmony and
voluntary cooperation for common ends by various
groups of Christ's people. Cooperation is desirable
between the various Christian denominations, when
the end to be attained is itself justified, and when
such cooperation involves no violation of conscience
or compromise of loyalty to Christ and His Word as
revealed in the New Testament.

Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4;
2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5; Matthew 10:5-15;
20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts
1:13-14; 2:1ff.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians
1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians
1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18.

XIV. The Christian and the Social
Order

All Christians are under obligation to seek to make
the will of Christ supreme in our own lives and in
human society. Means and methods used for the
improvement of society and the establishment of
righteousness can be truly and permanently helpful
only when they are rooted in the regeneration of the
individual by the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ.
In the spirit of Christ, Christians should oppose
racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and vice, and
all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery,
homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to
provide for the orphaned, the needy, the abused, the
aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on
behalf of the unborn and contend for the sanctity of
all human life from conception to natural death. Every
Christian should seek to bring industry, government,
and society as a whole under the sway of the
principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love.
In order to promote these ends Christians should be
ready to work with all people of good will in any good
cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of love
without compromising their loyalty to Christ and His
truth.

Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12;
27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 8:16;
Matthew 5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34;
2:3ff.; 10:21; Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12;
17:15; Romans 12–14; 1Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7;
7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians
6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12;
Philemon; James 1:27; 2:8.

XV. Peace and War

It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with all on
principles of righteousness. In accordance with the
spirit and teachings of Christ they should do all in
their power to put an end to war.

The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel of
peace. The supreme need of the world is the
acceptance of His teachings in all personal and
national affairs, and the practical application of His
law of love. Christian people throughout the world
should pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke
22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7; 14:19; Hebrews
12:14; James 4:1-2.
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XVI. Religious Liberty

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it
free from the doctrines and commandments of
humanity which are contrary to His Word or not
contained in it. Church and state should be separate.
The state owes to every church protection and full
freedom in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. In
providing for such freedom no ecclesiastical group or
denomination should be favored by the state more
than others. Civil government being ordained of God,
it is the duty of Christians to render loyal obedience
thereto in all things not contrary to the revealed will
of God. The church should not resort to the civil
power to carry on its work. The gospel of Christ
contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of
its ends. The state has no right to impose penalties
for religious opinions of any kind. The state has no
right to impose taxes for the support of any form of
religion. A free church in a free state is the Christian
ideal, and this implies the right of free and
unhindered access to God on the part of all men, and
the right to form and propagate opinions in the
sphere of religion without interference by civil power.

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John
8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians
5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1
Peter 2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19.

XVII. The Family

God has ordained the family as the foundational
institution of human society. It is composed of
persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or
adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in
covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God's
unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His
church and to provide for the man and the woman in
marriage the framework for intimate companionship,
the channel of sexual expression according to biblical
standards, and the means for procreation of the
human race.

The husband and wife are of equal worth before God,
since both are created in God's image. The marriage
relationship models the way God relates to His
people. A husband is to love his wife as Christ loved
the church. He has the God-given responsibility to
provide for, protect, and lead his family. A wife is to
graciously submit to the servant leadership of her

husband just as the church willingly submits to the
headship of Christ.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a
blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to
demonstrate to their children God's design for
marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual
and moral values and lead them through loving
discipline and godly example. Children are to honor
and obey their parents, and their parents are to make
decisions based on biblical truth.

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12;
Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28;
Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8;
5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22;
22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew
5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32;
1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4;
Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5;
Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7.
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