
Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after my departure savage 

wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and  

day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.  - Acts 20:28-31 NASB95 

Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching 
which you learned, and turn away from them. For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their 

own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. .  
- Romans 16:17-18 NASB95 

Green Valley Baptist Church has decided to part ways with the AWANA organization effective immediately.  

         An article was brought to our attention regarding speakers at the 2022 Child Discipleship Forum, a simulcast 
training for leaders of AWANA clubs across the country to take place in September. These speakers would be  
responsible for training our leaders who will teach our children. This article was regarding 2 of the 15 speakers at 
this forum, concerning their lifestyles and teachings about it. After much research, we have found that the  
accusations in the article were not completely accurate or being judged on fairly.  However, what was uncovered  
in this research regarding these two speakers named in the article and many others on the panel is concerning.  
A number of the speakers have recently either preached, spoken in a podcast or interview, or have some form of 
publication out that contradicts the Gospel, character of God or diminishes the Word of God. As overseers of the 
flock of our church, continuing to be connected to an organization that would allow even one speaker like this is  
unacceptable and dishonoring to God. AWANA issued a statement defending their decision to allow the two in  
this article to speak at this forum. We encourage you to understand this decision was made with intentions to 
honor God and to keep our eye on and turn away from false teachers as we are called to do in scripture.  

         We will still have a Tuesday night Bible study for teens and a Wednesday Bible program for children ages 3 
years (must be potty trained) through 6th grade. 6th graders will have the option to participate in the Tuesday night 
program or the Wednesday night program. If they choose to participate in the Tuesday night program and are  
available to attend the Wednesday night program as well, they will be allowed to assist in the preschool classrooms 
during this program. A Leader in Training application will need to be filled out.  
Our Wednesday night program will consist of many elements and structure that are also in the AWANA program. 
Elements of GVBC’s Wednesday night program will include: 
• Large group time | Small group time | Game time |Monthly store where children can earn dollars | Monthly 

theme/dress up nights | Memory verses | Parent sign off pages and much more.  
Our GVBC staff have been working diligently to ensure a smooth transition to our new program and look forward 
to it’s commencement.  
We will still meet  Tuesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm starting August 23rd and Wednesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm 
beginning on August 24th. 
 
You can still sign up using the same links at mygvbc.com/kids 


