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Dear Fellow Traveler:
   You hold in your hand the prayer guide for our 30 days
of guidance. As a church we are embarking on a journey
of faith and discovery. We are seeking God’s direction as
He leads us into the future He has planned for our
fellowship. It is an exciting journey, and at the same time
one that can be disconcerting.
   As humans we want to know where we are going so
that we can plan for any unforeseen circumstance. Part
and parcel of walking by faith is not always knowing
where we are going, but rather knowing Who is leading
us. God has yet to show us where this journey will take
us. What He has done is assure us, through His word,
that He wants us to join Him in what He is doing. He
wants to show us things we have not heretofore seen
and take us places we have never been.
   These 30 devotions were written by the five pastors on
our staff. I have written the first three and the last three.
Each of the other pastors have written six devotions.
Prayer is the key to unlocking God’s direction for us as a
church. As we call out to heaven and surrender
ourselves to His purpose and His plan, God will make His
way plain to us. It may not be as quickly as we would like
or it may be much quicker than we think. Ours is not to
know when or how, but simply to seek Him and be
ready to respond when He shows us the way.
   As your pastor I am excited to see what God is doing
and is going to do among us. It is rare to find a church
that has the faith to embark upon a journey of this
magnitude. Most churches want to stay in the past,
where it is known and safe. But God always rewards
those individuals and churches that dare to trust Him 
to take them beyond the known and to trust their
unknown future to Him.
   May the Lord bless you and all of us as together we
pray for His direction. May His will be done and may He
alone get the glory.
   In Christ,
   Your Pastor, 
   Calvin



“Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever
you do, do all to the glory of God.”

1 Corinthians 10:31 

As we embark upon this journey of faith,
expressing a willingness to follow God wherever
He may lead, we must be sure our motivation is
in line with God’s. We need to make sure that it 

is God who is getting the glory and not man. 
God is not willing to share His glory with anyone

(Isaiah 42:8). Our prayer today is that as
individuals and as a church, our primary goal

 will be to bring glory to God.

“Father, help me to see things from Your 
point of view. Keep me from presumptuous

sins and sensitize my heart to Your glory. 
May everything I do, say, and think bring 

glory to You and You alone. May You 
receive glory through Your church. Amen.”



“Let your light shine before men in such a way
that they may see your good works, and glorify

your Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16

Whatever we may think in our hearts or say with
our lips, nothing will be more powerful than what
we do because actions always speak louder than
words. If our heart’s desire really is to give glory to
God, we must be careful with our words and our
deeds. We must be mindful that we are the only

bible some will ever see; for many we are the 
living definition of what a Christian is. How we

comport ourselves in every area of our lives either
brings glory or shame to the name of Christ.

“Father, make me mindful of my actions 
and my words. Help me remember I am 
a living witness of Your grace and power. 

Let my life give You glory. Amen.”



“Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for 
the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from

the Lord you will receive the reward of the
inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.”

Colossians 3:23-24

While we are mindful that lost people are
watching our every move, we must never forget
that ultimately we live for an audience of One: 

we live before the eyes of God. Our service to God
must reflect the knowledge that one day we will
stand before Him and give an account. Our goal
is to hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful

servant.” We must give our best to God.

“Father, help me to remember Whom I 
live and work and that this life is to lived to
please You and no one else. Strengthen me

today and give me courage to put Your 
will first in my life. Amen.”



"Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me 
and know my anxious thoughts; And see if

there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me 
in the everlasting way."

Psalm 139:23-24

As we spend the next couple of days focused on
preparing our hearts, it is important to know that

when the Bible speaks about the heart, it is
addressing not just the organ, but our whole

inner being. The Psalmist is taking the posture of
allowing God to search his deepest affections, his
anxious thoughts, and any hidden sin in his life in

order that God would guide him in His
everlasting way. Our prayer today is that God

would grant us this same posture as we open our
hearts to Him during this journey of faith.

“Father, search my heart today of anything
that hinders Your will to be done in my life. 

Lead me in Your righteous ways because my
ways are not everlasting. Amen.”



"Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a steadfast spirit within me."

Psalm 51:10

Today we must first rejoice that the first cry of
the Psalmist in this verse has been fulfilled for all
believers. God has removed our hearts of stone
and has given us hearts of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26). 
All of those that are in Christ are a new creation
where the old has passed away and the new has
come (2 Corinthians 5:17). We must secondly ask
God to renew a steadfast spirit within us because

it is so easy to become dull in our faith journey,
both as individuals and as a church.

“Father, thank you for saving me from my 
sin and giving me a clean heart. Forgive me
for the times I stray away from Your ways 
and become dull in my journey. Renew 

Your steadfast spirit within me as I continue 
to serve Your church. Amen.”



“Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God."

Matthew 5:8

Now it’s easy to read this verse and believe that
this promise is exclusively for Christians who

have it all together. We believe that those who
have a pure heart are reserved to a small few.
Instead, all Christians should take comfort in

Jesus’ promise here because the pure in heart
refers to all those who believe. So as we prepare
our hearts during this month of prayer, we need

to stand confident that God will hear us when
we pray, and that we will see Him move in and

through the people of our church.

“Father, thank You for purifying my heart.
Without Your rich mercy and amazing grace,

I would not see the work You have done in my
life. Continue to work in my life and purify the

parts in me that I may not see. Amen.”



"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your

hearts, you double-minded."
James 4:8

The first half of this verse is the great promise 
we hold onto when doing our daily devotions.
We stand confident knowing that God draws

near to us and hears us when we draw near to
Him. That is our hope over these 30 days of

praying together as a church. The second half 
of this verse is focused on us actively purifying

our hearts and putting to death the sin that
corrupts our lives. While the past 3 days have
been focused on our hearts being passively

purified by God, we still need to actively fight
off and confess our sins daily.

“Father, thank You for drawing near to us 
when we come to You as Your children. Help
us purify our hearts so that we could better
know You and serve Your church. Amen.”



"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

1 John 1:9

When we confess our sins to God, we are
aligning our hearts with what He is saying 

and agreeing that His ways are greater than 
our ways. We learn that God has freely forgiven
us for all our sins through our conversion, but 
if we want to experience the constant release
from the bondage of sin, we must confess our

sins daily. When we do this we can then
experience unwavering renewal as we let God
cleanse our hearts from all unrighteousness.

“Father, forgive me of the sins that I have
committed against You this week. I confess
that Your ways are true and righteous and 

I submit myself to Your authority over my life.
Thank You for forgiving me of my sins and

continuing to purge my heart of all
unrighteousness. Amen.”



“I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind,
Even to give to each man according to his ways,

According to the results of his deeds."
Jeremiah 17:10

In the prior verse, we read “the heart is more
deceitful than all else and is desperately sick;
who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). The

answer is found in today’s verse. The Lord
searches mans heart and tests mans mind so 
He does understand our tendencies. Despite
having deceitful hearts, the Lord has given us
new hearts and rewards us according to what 
we have done. There is no inclination within us

that surprises God. This should give us great
comfort because He chooses to give us grace

and mercy each and every day.

“Father, only You understand my heart. I
continue to fall short when my heart deceives
me but Your mercies are new each morning.

Thank You for giving me new life and a 
second chance. Amen.”



"But a natural man does not accept the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to

him; and he cannot understand them, because
they are spiritually appraised."

1 Corinthians 2:14

On our journey of faith, we are blessed to be 
able to learn and understand the things of 

God as He speaks to us through His Word, His
people, and to us individually.  This is a great

blessing to us.  Please pray that the Lord 
speaks to you and the leadership of the 

church as we venture with Him into the future.

"Father, thank you for sending Your Son so that I
can have a personal relationship with You

through my faith in Him as my Lord and Savior.
Thank You for giving us Your Holy Spirit to help
us learn Your ways. Please help me to hear Your
voice and know Your will. In Jesus name, Amen."



“For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven, And do not return there 

without watering the earth And making it 
bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to 

the sower and bread to the eater;" 
Isaiah 55:10

Living in the desert, we understand the need
for rain.  Rain is refreshing to us, and it brings
blooms, life, and growth to the natural world 
we live in.  God’s Word is like this for your life
and mine as it gives us life, inspiration, and 

hope. Allow God’s Word to seep into your life,
speaking to you, giving you direction, and giving
you the abundant life Jesus promised in John 10.

"Father, Your Word is as refreshing as rain in 
the desert. Please speak to me through my

reading of Your Word. Show me Your ways and
plan for my life. In Your Son’s Name, Amen."



“Cease striving and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,

I will be exalted in the earth.”
Psalm 46:10

“Cease striving” is an interesting phrase for our
day and time as we live in a world that seems to
demand we strive continually to live and survive.

Living at the pace most of us live in makes it
difficult for us to hear God speak to us. To me,
this means we need to slow down, and more

importantly stop the noise in our lives so we can
actually hear the still small voice of God. Turn off
your cell phone. Turn off the music, the news, the
television. Quit having to scroll your phone every
second of the day and sit quietly before God and
listen. You might be surprised what He has to say

to you. I promise you; it will be worth hearing.
 

"Father, You know my situation. You know that 
I have a hard time being still and silencing the

world around me. Please help me to be still and
hear Your voice as You speak to me and instruct

me. In Christ Name I pray, Amen."



"So faith comes from hearing, 
and hearing by the word of Christ."

Romans 10:17

Tagging onto Day 12, if we want our faith in Christ
to grow…if we want to mature in our walk with
Him, we need to slow down and spend time in

the Word of God. We have to make Bible study a
priority in our lives. We have to make learning

God’s Word, whether it is from a class or a
sermon, a priority in our lives. As we slow down…
as we study and learn from God’s Word, our faith
grows as we learn His precepts and apply these
to our lives. We also hear God speaking into our

lives giving us direction and hope.
 

"Father, as I walk with You on the journey You
have me on, please help me to make my time
with You in Bible study and prayer a priority

every day. In Jesus name, Amen."



"Open my eyes, that I may behold
Wonderful things from Your law."

Psalm 119:18

One of the greatest gifts God has given us is the
Bible. There is not another book in the world that

has influenced as many people as the Bible.
Many of us have multiple copies of the Bible in
various translations that we can choose to read

from, yet we are guilty of only reading our Bibles
on Sunday morning when we come to church. 
In order for us to grow in our faith and to hear

God’s instructions for us, we have to spend time
in Bible study; learning, listening, and applying

the precepts God’s Word teaches us for life. 
We must be people of The Book!

 

"Father, thank You for giving me Your Word.
Please help me to be a student of Your Word
and apply the precepts It teaches. Help me
to learn from the examples of the men and

women whose lives are portrayed that
encourages me to trust and follow You.

In His name, Amen"



"I will hear what God the Lord will say; For He 
will speak peace to His people, to His godly
ones; But let them not turn back to folly."

Psalm 85:8

God has given us His Word and the Holy Spirit 
to instruct us on the journey of life we are all on.

If you have a relationship with Jesus Christ as
your Savior, the seeking of this instruction 

should be one of the primary drivers in your life
as you live your life as a witness of His love, grace,
and mercy. Being students of His Word will help

you hear His purpose for your life and this 
church and keeps you from falling back into

the folly living an ungodly life brings.
 

"Father, You know that I am prone to take
matters into my own hands and live in ways 
that are unpleasing to You. I pray that You 

would help and empower me to live the life 
You called me to live…a life that listens and

follows Your will. In Jesus name, Amen,"



“Do not let your heart be troubled; 
believe in God, believe also in Me."

John 14:1

Today’s verse is a preamble to the great 
reminder of Jesus to His disciples about their

rooms reserved in the Father’s house in heaven,
rooms that await all of us who have given our lives
to Jesus as Savior and Lord. In these challenging

days it is comforting and encouraging to
occasionally turn our thoughts toward heaven 
and the blessings that will be ours as we spend

eternity in the presence of our Lord. But until then
there is work here to be done. That work is “faith
work.” The same God who promises us a room in

the Father’s house is the same God who promises
He will provide what we need to be effective as

disciples of Jesus if we will only trust Him. 
 

"Our Father, thank You for the assurances and
the glimpses of heaven You give to Your

children, all made possible through the cross
and the resurrection. As we await that glorious
day, please give us the faith to serve You boldly

this day and every day. Amen."



"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will

make your paths straight."
Proverbs 3:5-6

My son Jonathan was a preschool entrepreneur.
He had managed to devise and carry out his own
strategic plan to make his way to a countertop in
the kitchen. He made it there, but then realized

he had a problem. How was he going to get
down. He called the name I still love to hear,
“Daddy.” I held out my arms to him, and said,

“jump to me.” He paused for a moment with that
look all of us have displayed in a moment 

of uncertainty, then he jumped straight into my
arms. He knew his Daddy loved him. He knew he
could trust me. He knew I would not let anything

harmful happen to him. A fond memory!
 

"God let me be like that little boy. Let me move
from thinking I can figure out my life, to

becoming willing to literally jump into Your 
arms so that You can direct my paths. Amen."

 



"And those who know Your name will put 
their trust in You, For You, O Lord, have 

not forsaken those who seek You."
Psalm 9:10

People can disappoint you. Some will even
abandon you when you need them most, but

not our Lord. Wherever we are called to journey
with Him, whatever He wants us to do, He will

come alongside. He will not disappoint us. He will
never abandon us. He will supply what we need.
That promise is real to each believer and to our
church. The writer of Hebrews in Hebrews 13:5c
echoes the Old Testament words of David here. 
“I will never leave you or forsake you.” We can go
anywhere and do anything in His name knowing

that He will be with us all the way!
 

"Father, we are being asked to stretch, to be
bold, to journey into areas we have never been

before. Help us take those steps in faith 
knowing You will be with us all the way. Amen."



“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and
whose trust is the Lord. For he will be like a tree
planted by the water, that extends its roots by a

stream and will not fear when the heat comes; But
its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious 

in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit." 
Jeremiah 17:7-8

Warren Wiersbe in Be Decisive gives us insight
into Jeremiah’s message here. “The leaders of
Judah were prone to trust their political allies 

and lean on the arm of flesh instead of depending
on the power of God. To emphasize the difference,
Jeremiah contrasted a desert bush with a fruitful

tree by the water. Unbelief turns life into a 
parched wasteland; faith makes it a fruitful

orchard.” We live in a desert. We understand 
heat, and drought, and the value of water and
things that are green! A great deal of biblical

history is fleshed out in a desert. Jeremiah knew
about desert life, but he also realized the

challenges of spiritual deserts. The gospel we share
delivers the water of life. It infuses the spring of life

with hope. It helps us weather the heat and the
storm. We only need to share it, trust God for the
results, and watch Him do what only He can do.

"Father, help us feel today the urgency of this
moment and the need to “pull out all the stops”

to get this gospel of hope, this living water,
into this desert where we live. Amen."



"And without faith it is impossible to please Him,
for he who comes to God must believe that He is

and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him."
Hebrews 11:6

Hebrews 11, the “faith chapter,” begins with a
bold definition of faith. Now faith is the certainty
of things hoped for, a proof of things not seen.

The writer of Hebrews reminds us that we cannot
please God without that kind of faith. We as a

church are embarking on a journey filled “with
things hoped for,” but we must take each step

trusting that the things we do not see now, God
will provide in his time. That approach to life is

not “easy sledding.” It can be disconcerting. But
we as his children know that wherever he calls us
to go, God is going to be there, and whatever we

are called upon to give, the reward for faithful
service is much greater. 

 

"Father, we know you are with us on this journey.
Help us not to get bogged down in 

our doubts and concerns. Help us keep our 
eyes focused on the reward that comes when

your people are faithful in pursuit of the
“promised land” you have given them! Amen."



“Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be
afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and song,

and He has become my salvation.”
Isaiah 12:2

What does it mean to be “all in”? Being “all in”
means holding nothing back. Being all in

means that my trust and faith in Almighty God
is at such a level that I do not fear the next 
steps because I know He has saved me for 

His purpose out of a gigantic love and grace.
 

"Dear Father, sometimes you call us to 
go into uncharted territory and tackle

assignments much bigger than us. Please
give me the faith that Isaiah describes that
I might be found faithful. Please give me 

the strength to be “all in”. Amen."



"But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of
God, who gives to all generously and without

reproach, and it will be given to him."
James 1:5

We need not wonder if God wants us to follow
Him blindly or unadvisedly. In order to receive

God’s wisdom, we simply must pray for it.
Following God and seeking what He wants from
us requires wisdom, and wisdom requires prayer.
God promises to provide His wisdom generously
and ungrudgingly, and we can count on Him to
provide His wisdom whenever we ask. Let us ask
for wisdom as we seek God’s will for our church
family, and trust that He will provide in His time.

“Lord, please give me wisdom. Thank You 
that You want us to ask You for wisdom, 

and may we be faithful to do so. We trust in 
You, our faithful and loving Father. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.”



"You shall follow the Lord your God and fear
Him; and you shall keep His commandments,

listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him."
Deuteronomy 13:4

To fear God in this context is not to be afraid,
because we are also to cling to Him (Can we

cling to someone we fear?). Though we are saved
by grace through faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8),

following God does involve reverence, obedience,
attentiveness, service, and devotion. The closer
we remain to our God, the better we are able to
follow Him and love Him. We show our love for
God through our obedience (John 14:15). Total

devotion to God means we give our all to Him. 

“Lord, help me to love You more and more
each day and to commit to being fully 

devoted to You. You are faithful to lead: may
I be faithful to follow. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to
walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to

observe My ordinances."
Ezekiel 36:27

A key indicator of being a child of God is 
the presence of the Holy Spirit within us 

(Romans 8:9). We are transformed by the Spirit’s
presence as He convicts us of sin, comforts us, 
and guides us. Our sinful nature causes us to

desire that which is at odds with our redemption
in Christ, but the Holy Spirit gives us victory over 

sin when we allow Him to work in us. God said
through the prophet Jeremiah that He puts His

law within us and writes it on our hearts 
(Jeremiah 31:33). The Spirit bears witness within

us to the truth of God's Word. 

“Lord, thank you for the Holy Spirit. Help me
to heed the Spirit’s influence upon my heart

and His guidance in my life so that I can 
better follow you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”



"My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples."

John 15:8

Since the first chapter of Genesis, God has
commanded us to be fruitful (v.22, 28). In this

passage, Jesus said that God the Father is
glorified when we bear fruit, which is the result 
of obediently following Christ. The proof of our

faithfulness is in our obedience. When we
faithfully follow Jesus, we glorify the Father who

gave us His Son on the cross so we can have
eternal life. May our church to remain fruitful as

we seek God’s will for our ministry and our future. 

“God, thank You for saving me. Thank You 
for Your Son. Help me to be obedient, bearing
fruit that glorifies You. I want to be a faithful
follower of Christ, and I am grateful for your

saving grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



"How blessed is the man who does not walk in the
counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of

sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he

meditates day and night. He will be like a tree
firmly planted by streams of water, which yields 
its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither;

and in whatever he does, he prospers." Psalm 1:1-3

C.H. Spurgeon said that Psalm 1 teaches the
reader the way to blessedness. We can either

do that which is wicked or that which is Godly.
When we obey the law of God, we are following
God. We are nourished by His Word like the tree

nourished by the stream. The only way to be 
truly blessed is by delighting in that which
delights the Father and yielding to His will. 
As a church, may we be obedient so that 

God will allow our efforts to prosper.
 

“Lord, thank You for Your Word. Help me to
be truly captivated by it, and to do what it 

says as I seek Your will in all things. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.”



"He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates 
his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. If

anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and
where I am, there My servant will be also; 

if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him."
John 12:25-26

Jesus was obedient to death on a cross for us
(Philippians 2:8). It is not enough to say that we
serve Jesus. If we do not follow Him, we are not

fully willing to devote our lives to Him. The
disciples spent three years following Him

everywhere He went. After He ascended into
heaven, they continued their ministries (except

Judas), and most are thought to have been
martyred. We should live our lives totally devoted

to Christ, no matter what is required of us.
 

“Father, make me bold, unafraid to be 
a completely devoted follower 

of Christ. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”



“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new
strength; They will mount up with wings like

eagles, They will run and not get tired, they will
walk and not become weary.”

Isaiah 40:31

We live in an impatient world and, 
unfortunately, that impatience has a way of

rubbing off on us. But we must guard against
this anxiety. Part of faith is trusting not 

only that God has a plan but that He will 
bring that plan to pass in His time.

“Strengthen my faith today Lord, strengthen 
the faith of all of the members of GVBC. Enable

us to trust You enough to wait for You do
accomplish Your will in your time. And find

us ready to take action when You speak.
Guards us from the temptation of being

rash. Let us know Your peace. Amen.”



“And do not lose heart in doing good, for in due
time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.”

Galatians 6:9

One of Satan’s oldest tricks is to get God’s people
discouraged; to convince them that since God

has not yet accomplished His will, that He never
will. When the old serpent whispers those lies

into your heart, don’t listen. They are poison and
run contrary to the many promises of God. God
will accomplish His purpose. That is a promise

which brings with it assurance and confidence.
We must hold tightly to that truth.

“Father, forgive me when I begin to get
discouraged because You have not yet done 
all You have promised. Remind me that Your

word never returns void and that I must 
simply wait for You. Amen."



“Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you
the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the

Lord, trust also in Him and He will do it.”
Psalm 37:4-5

Waiting for God always pays off. He never
disappoints. Israel had to wait a long time for the
Messiah, but He came just as God had promised

and did all the Father said He would do. The
same God who accomplished His plan in sending
Jesus has a plan for GVBC. He will accomplish His
plan. He will lead us in His truth and teach us. He
has saved us, just as He promised and if we wait

for Him He will bring His will to pass.

“Father, I trust You to accomplish Your will in
Your time. Help me to find my delight in You 
and You alone. Help me to commit my ways 

to You and keep my eyes on Jesus. Amen”






