
















The City in Old Testament Times

• What was a city? It was about density, not population size.
• Ancient cities offered safety from enemies (walls), stability, 

community, diversity, productivity, conveniences, and creativity.
• They were centers of commerce, culture and political-legal order.
• However, cities were also seen as places of sin, idolatry, crime, 

corruption, etc. (e.g., Ur, Sodom & Gomorrah, Babylon, Nineveh)
• Israel’s view becomes more positive after they enter “The Promised 

Land” in Canaan (cities of refuge); then Jerusalem – a city for God
• Jerusalem eventually falls and goes into Babylonian exile (597 BC)



Jeremiah 29:4-7 NIV – Letter to the Exiles in Babylon
4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to 
all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:
5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat 
what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; 
find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 
Increase in number there; do not decrease.
7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I 
have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because 
if it prospers, you too will prosper.”



Hebrews 11:13-16 NIV – Longing for the City of God
13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. 
They did not receive the things promised; they only saw 
them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that 
they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who 
say such things show that they are looking for a country of 
their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they 
had left, they would have had opportunity to return.
16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a 
heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he has prepared a city for them.



Paul, Philippians  3:17-21 NLT
17 Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, 
and learn from those who follow our example. 18 For I 
have told you often before, and I say it again with tears in 
my eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows they 
are really enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 They are 
headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they 
brag about shameful things, and they think only about 
this life here on earth.



20 But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus 
Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to 
return as our Savior. 21 He will take our weak mortal 
bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his 
own, using the same power with which he will bring 
everything under his control.



Matthew 5:13-16 NLT
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it 
has lost its flavor? Can you make it salty again? It will be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.
14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop
that cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and then 
puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a 
stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house.
16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all 
to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.
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