
After the service on Peace Sunday, we hope you will stay for a 
congregational lunch, as the Peace & Social Justice Commission 
hosts a workshop on how to practice peacemaking and loving 
disagreement when discussing controversial subjects.

Many of us feel unprepared or angry when we find ourselves 
in the midst of difficult conversations about politics, theol-
ogy, or other issues with family members, friends, neighbors, 
co-workers, and even other Christians. But such conversations 

can be divine opportunities to listen, to learn, to love, and to 
speak gracefully and truthfully—even if we continue to disagree 
with other person.

During this workshop, we will watch several short videos pro-
duced by our Commission and then discuss what we can learn 
from the positive and negative examples presented. Ultimately, 
we hope that you will become more equipped

(1) to be “quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become 
angry” (James 1:19);

(2) to “speak the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15); and,
(3) “as far it depends on you, [to] live at peace with everyone” 

(Rom. 12:18).

Guest Speaker
J. Daryl Byler  
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
   J. Daryl Byler is the former Executive  
Director of Eastern Mennonite University’s 
Center for Justice and Peacebuilding. From 
September 2007 to June 2013, he and his 
spouse, Cindy Lehman Byler, lived in Am-
man, Jordan, where they served as region-
al representatives for Mennonite Central 
Committee. Daryl currently lives in Wash-
ington, DC and works with the DC Bar 

Foundation, which seeks to transform the civil legal aid network in 
the nation’s capital so that the city’s most vulnerable residents have 
access to justice and quality legal representation.

Guest Speaker 
Bshara Nassar 
9:00 a.m. Learning Community
   Bshara Nassar is a graduate of 
Eastern Mennonite University’s 
Center for Justice and Peace-
building. He is the founder and 
director of the Museum of the 
Palestinian People—the first 
museum in Washington D.C. de-
voted to exploring and celebrat-

ing Palestinian history, arts, and culture. Bshara grew up 
on his family’s farm—The Tent of Nations—in Bethlehem 
within the West Bank. 
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Lunch and Learn
“Difficult Conversations: How to Practice 
Peacemaking and Loving Disagreement” 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.

   Our theology matters, and it can have life-and-death implica-
tions for Native Americans, African Americans, Jews, Palestinians, 
and marginalized communities around the world. The Bible clearly 
teaches us that God loves the whole world, that all humans are cre-
ated in God’s image, and that God does not have favorites. What 

are some practical steps we can take to reflect a theology of 
love that is not ladened by a hierarchy of human 

value? 
   Join us for Peace Sunday 2024 as we seek not 

only to call out the evil and injustice happening 
in and around Gaza, but also to pursue peace for 

every person made in God’s image who lives 
in Israel and Palestine. 

An armed conflict 
between Israel  
and Hamas-led  
Palestinian  
militants has been 
raging for months 
now. How should 
Christ-followers 
respond to what is 
happening in Israel 
and Palestine?



The purpose of the Peace & Social Justice Commission is to help educate, inform, and empower Grantham Church to address injustice  
without mixing the gospel with partisan politics. We exist to help create a church culture that values peace and justice in the way of Jesus.

As part of our year-long efforts as the 2024 elec-
tion season approaches, the Peace & Social 
Justice Commission will be hosting a Learn-

ing Community during the months of June and July. 
We will be using a series of short (10- to 15-min-
ute) videos produced by the National Association of 
Evangelicals about complex and contested contem-
porary issues. After watching these videos, we will 
discuss how we can emulate the example of Jesus 
and apply biblical principles as we promote justice 
and peace through our political actions. 

   Everyone is invited to join one or more of these 
Learning Community sessions. Look for additional 
information in the coming months.

Upcoming Summer Learning Community    (June and July) 
Just Politics: Following Jesus in Our Public Engagement

Mornings in Jenin, by Susan Abulhawa
Reviewed by Harriet Bicksler

Last year, when I first read Mornings in Jenin by Susan 
Abulhawa, a Palestinian author, the news was full of sto-
ries about the Israeli strikes on the Palestinian refugee 

camp/city of Jenin in the West Bank where Abulhawa grew up. 
The book is fictional, but through the experiences of the fic-
tional family (especially focusing on one character, Amal), the 
real-life traumas of many Palestinian families during the past 
75 years are portrayed—from displacement in 1948 when the 
Zionists took over following the creation of the Jewish state, 
to the terror of the Six-Day War in 1967, to 1982 when Leba-
nese militia massacred hundreds of Palestinians in a refugee 
camp in Lebanon, to the Battle of Jenin in 2002. 

    In the novel, when Amal returns to Jenin in 2002 for the 

first time since she left many years before, she notes that Jenin 
had been in the news as a “terrorism breeding ground.” She 
goes on: “On March 20, a suicide bomber had killed seven 
Israelis in the Galilee, which was in retaliation for Israel’s kill-
ing of thirty-one Palestinians on March 12, which was in re-
taliation for the killing of eleven Israelis on March 11, which 
was in retaliation for Israel’s killing of forty Palestinians on 
March 8, and on and on.” 

   Mornings in Jenin was published in 2010, long before the 
current war in Gaza, but seeds of it are clearly portrayed. If 
you want to understand a very human Palestinian view of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, I highly recommend this book. 

   The Women’s Book Club will be discussing Mornings in 

Jenin at its April 8 meeting at 6:30 p.m. in Rooms C-8-12. You 
are welcome to attend.

Ingathering Offering 
Goal: $10,000 

   In order to support peacemaking ef-
forts both far and near, our Peace Sunday 
ingathering offering this year will be split 
between two initiatives: 

(1) sustaining the ongoing peacebuild-
ing efforts of Mennonite Central Com-
mittee (MCC) in Israel & Palestine. For 
more on MCC’s work in Israel and Pal-
estine, visit https://mcc.org/what-we-do/
where-we-work/palestine-and-israel.   

(2) helping to provide start-up funds 
for a new MCC Thrift Shop in our area. 
One of MCC’s most significant sources 
of income is the profits from a network 
of almost 100 MCC-affiliated Thrift Shop 
in the United States and Canada. In ad-
dition to helping to fund international 
peace and justice initiatives, these stores 
support other local ministries, offer vol-
unteer opportunities for individuals, and 
serve as a witness to God’s holistic love. 

Over the past 18 months, a Steering 
Committee recruited from area Menno-

nite and Brethren in Christ congregations 
has laid the groundwork for a local MCC 
Thrift Store—and plans are progressing to 
open the store in late 2024! In addition to 
giving generously, please pray that many 
of the other logistical matters (e.g. the ex-
act location, the store’s non-profit status 
application, etc.) will go smoothly.

 If have questions or want additional 
information, you can (1) contact Rebekah 
Basinger (rbbas63@gmail.com), and (2) 
visit https://tinyurl.com/55rd3yrx. 

The tentative schedule for these sessions is:

Session 1 (June 2)Preserving Human Rights 

Session 2 (June 9)Protecting Religious Freedom & Liberty of Conscience 

Session 3 (June 16): Pursuing Racial Justice & Reconciliation 

Session 4 (June 23) Seeking Justice & Compassion for the Poor 

Session 5 (June 30) Promoting Just Peace & Restraining Violence 

Session 6 (July 14) Safeguarding the Nature & Sanctity of Human Life 

Session 7 (July 21) Strengthening Marriages, Families & Children 

Session 8 (July 28)Caring for God’s Creation 

(Mini) Book Review


