
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MEETING

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

JANUARY 9, 2022

PRESENT:  David Harrison, Andy Askew, Ginny Tussey, Tim Brown, Paul Gillespie, Claudia
Colter, Kathy Sink

Since this is our first time meeting after worship on the second Sunday of each month, Pastor
David Harrison made a few remarks about the importance of congregational attendance at
these sessions in order for our members to be informed of and engaged in activities of the
church.

Moderator Ginny Tussey introduced each of the members of the Leadership Council and made
a few remarks about the involvement of each one in the life of First Christian.

Reports followed:

TREASURER/STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE:  Nola Mann and Paul Gillespie

Nola deferred to Paul who reported that our financial situation is good, with a possible plus
balance of around $16,000 once all figures are in for 2021.

CHRISTIAN ACTION:  Paul Gillespie

Christian Action Report – January 2022

New Communion – We are back to our regular Thursday/Saturday food distributions to

approximately 60 families per week.  We plan to attend the Encampment event on Sunday,

February 6th where we will give out food and blankets to approximately 80 homeless individuals.

Backpack – We continue to provide food bags to be sent home with approximately 150 students

per week at Easton Elementary.

2021 Year in Review – In many ways 2021 was a year we would all like to forget.  Let’s take a

moment to look at all the Outreach that took place last year as we have all practiced “Putting

Faith Into Action”.

Throughout 2021, New Communion went out into the community and provided the following:

- Total of 79 regular distributions of pantry staples to approximately 2400 families

- Holiday meal bags given out to 150 families each for Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas

- Provided 125 gift baskets filled with toys and candy filled eggs given away at Easter



- Provided 140 gifts for Christmas to 10 families that included 35 children; and provided

$500.00 to LaDeara Crest for Christmas gifts for the after-school children that they care

for

- Attended four Encampment events, giving out approximately 200 bags of food to the

homeless in our county

- Kept stocked, the emergency food pantry at South Fork Elementary; provided 75 meals

for their staff during Teacher Appreciation Week; and filled four tubs with “wish-list”

items that teachers told us would be beneficial to start out the school year

Outside of New Communion activities, First Christian Church has participated in the following:

- Delivered 2400 backpack bags of food to South Fork Elementary last Spring, and 1250

bags to Easton Elementary so far this current school year

- Put together 84 Hygiene Kits for Church World Service to give out as natural or

man-made disasters occur

- Had 29 people walk in this year’s Crop Walk, with a total of $1975.00 donated to CWS

- Filled a boat with infant items during Children’s Sabbath that were donated to Newborns

In Need

- Donations of approximately $20,000.00 were sent to the Christian Church/Disciples of

Christ at the national level to support the denomination’s outreach opportunities

- Total donations were given to local non-profits of approximately $5000.00, along with

taking a trunk load of food to Crisis Control on a monthly basis

- Donations of over $13,500.00 were divided among non-profits local and worldwide,

thanks to the yearly investment proceeds we receive from the Louise Hunter Fund

If you were to total the monetary value of all of the outreach listed above, you would approach

$130,000.00!

So, as we look at our blessings through grants from the United Way, the National Benevolent

Association, and from Second Harvest, and from the generous food and monetary donations

from our congregation, from various churches, pantries, groceries, and other non-profit

partnerships that support New Communion and our Backpack Program, and from the countless

hours of donated time to help make all this possible, 2021 was a pretty good year after all!

ELDERS:  Claudia Colter

The elders have been contacting their shepherding groups and keeping in touch with members
of the congregation.  Announcements of prayer concerns are no longer being made during the
worship service due to privacy issues with live-streaming.

DIACONATE:  Tim Brown



Tim plans to procure “Greeter” badges for the deacons to wear when serving as greeters on
Sunday mornings.   This will help our newer deacons be recognized,  as well as facilitate visitor
assistance.  Also, with the advent of the children and youth ministry programs, parents may
have questions or need directions to classrooms, and the badges will signify someone who can
provide information.

Starting today, deacons placed communion cups and bulletins at the sanctuary entrance from
Taylor Hall to better serve those entering from that direction.

Tim would also like to have the scheduled deacon recognized in the Sunday morning bulletin as
“Greeter.”

PROPERTY:  Andy Askew

Andy recognized the Worship Ministry for their role in decorating the sanctuary for Christmas.
He mentioned that some yard work, including leaf removal and mulch spreading, had been done
on the grounds, and that a repaired leak in the Children’s Wing should help with recent very high
water bills.

MODERATOR”S REPORT:  Ginny Tussey

Ginny reported that work is ongoing to limit the liability we could incur from vehicles using our
parking lot. She uplifted the excellent work of the Planned Purpose committee in getting the
children and youth program started, mentioning specifically Renee Harrison, Chairman, Judy
Gillespie, Claudia Colter, and Pastor Josh Gentry, who is currently in a three-month trial period
as youth minister.

Ginny also stated that the former art room in the Opportunity Wing has been cleaned out and
converted to extra pantry space for New Communion, mentioned that a suggestion has been
made to have a church yard sale, and highlighted plans for an updated church directory which
will be worked on by Beverly Brown, Nola Mann, and Althea Gray.

David Harrison closed the meeting with prayer.

Submitted by Kathy Sink, Leadership Council Secretary


