
Benediction & Sending — Psalm 51 
May God create in you a clean heart, 
a heart that knows and seeks and loves 
the justice and mercy of the Lord. 
May you humble yourself before the Lord, 
coming before him with a contrite heart, 
receiving from his hand 
great compassion and unfailing love.  
ALL: Amen! 
Let us go forth to serve the world as those  
who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES — 10:45-11:30AM 
K-2nd Gr | Rm 1 — WONDER about God’s story and how we fit into it!  
3rd-5th Gr | Rm 2 (Boys) & Infant Nursery (Girls) — MARVEL at God’s mercy, the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and see how God works in the world.  
6th-8th Gr | GEMS Rm — DIVE in and learn how the Bible relates to our lives as we learn to tell our 
story with Jesus in our life. 
High School | Youth Rm — BELIEVE IT! A study of the Belgic Confession 
Adults — will be taking a break from classes from March 26 through April 9. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS @ THIRD 

Good Friday Service: April 7 @ 6:30pm. Join us in the evening on Good Friday as we 
remember Christ’s journey to the cross and his sacrifice for us.  

Save the Dates for Vacation Bible School: 
Sunday, June 18 - Thursday, June 22 
This year’s VBS theme will be  
Stellar: Shine Jesus’ Light!  
Mark your calendars and invite your friends 
to join us on a cosmic journey to learn more 
about Jesus! 

Third Christian Reformed Church 
2400 Winchell Ave + Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

3rdcrc.org + 343-2400 + Office: M-Th 9am – 4pm 
 

March 26, 2023 + Worship @ 9:30am 

Welcome to Third Church! 

We’re so glad that you’re here! If you’ve been worshipping with us for a while or you’re 
entering the doors of a church for the first time, it is our hope that you’ll experience a 
kind of welcome, a sense of genuine community, and the grace and truth of Jesus 
Christ that the Christian Church has celebrated for centuries. 

If you’re asking questions about faith and spirituality, join us in our formation 
opportunities and ministry events—see the back panel to learn more about how you 
can get involved and meet others. Help us get to know you by scanning the QR code 
and filling it out there—we’ll be in touch. The Lord be with you! 

Bold italicized text is read together by the congregation  
and plain text by the leader. Songs are found in the red  

Lift Up Your Hearts hymnal and on the front screens. 



GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Preparatory Song — Be Still 

Call to Worship — Isaiah 55:2-3, 11-12; John 4:24 
Let us worship God, 

 for whom our souls thirst and our bodies long. 
 ALL: Listen, listen to me, 
 and your soul will delight in what is good. 
 We have come to hear the Word God has sent. 
 ALL: God’s Word will not return empty 
 but will accomplish through us his holy purpose. 
 Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 
 ALL: Then we will go out with joy and be led forth in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills will sing; 
 the trees of the field will clap their hands. 

Gathering Song — Rejoice In All Your Works 

Fifth Sunday in Lent – Meditation & Candle Extinguishing 
 As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge both that God is already with us, and 

how easy it is to lose sight of him in our daily lives. Let us pray: 
 ALL: Loving God, we open our hearts to you. We invite you into our innermost 

being, only to find you already there. Strengthen us in our quiet places and 
then lead us into the work of justice and peace. Amen. 

Refrain — Beneath the Cross of Jesus (825) 

Offering Our Gifts — Benevolence Fund 
 We invite you to give by placing your tithes in the offering plates, or by using 

the offering QR code. Both forms of giving are valid and God-honoring. Please 
assist our deacons by passing the plates toward the back of the sanctuary. 

Choral Anthem — Lamb of God 

Passing the Peace & Children’s Dismissal — Children ages 3-2nd grade are dismissed 
to Worship Center. Parents—please pick them up at their class before Communion. 

Life @ Third — Ministry Updates & Prayer 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 

Luke 19:1-10 (pg 1625) + The Road to Jerusalem: Jesus Saves Zaccheus 

TASTING GOD’S GRACE 

The following students participated in our Children at the Table Class last week: 
Caroline Batts                                                    Ellery Mastenbrook 
Liesel Dyk                                                            Elise & Emma Onderlinde 
Luci, Arje & Emmet Hawver                           Calvin, Felix, & Koen Rutgers 
Gavriella & Graydon Holt                                 Bennett Sytsma 
Elise & Olivia Huizinga                                     Kenzie VanderLaan 
Join us in welcoming them to this celebratory feast! 

Invitation to the Table & Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 ALL: And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 ALL: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
 …Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament:  
 ALL: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Prayer for the Meal 

Communion Songs — Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone), Is He Worthy? 

Sending Prayer 

FOLLOWING GOD INTO THE WORLD 

Echo Dismissal — 3rd-5th Grade 

Sending Song — All Glory Be to Christ



3/26/23 — THE ROAD TO JERUSALEM: “JESUS SAVES ZACCHAEUS”  
LUKE 19:1-10  

NOTES 

REFLECT 
“Those who sincerely desire a sight of Christ, like Zacchaeus, will 
break through opposition, and take pains to see him.” 

Matthew Henry 

“[Jesus] is a God that gives us the choice to come down from our 
own thrones of playing God and meet with him at the table.”  

Victoria Thornburg 

“Zacchaeus simply represents the chief attribute of all disciples: 
a desire to see Jesus and a corresponding joy in his presence.”  

David Lose 

“Another interesting part of this story is that Zacchaeus did not 
change jobs. … His job was the same, but destiny was different. 
You do not have to become a vocational minister to follow Jesus 
with you whole heart. The kingdom of God needs Christ-
followers in the marketplace shining the light of the gospel.” 

Steve Andrews 

TAKE IT HOME 
• Read Luke 19:1-10. Why do you think Zacchaeus wanted to see 

Jesus so much that he climbed up a tree (inappropriate action 
for a wealthy man)? 

• Zacchaeus willingly distributes his wealth to people. Why? 
What and how much can you sacrifice for the sake of Christ? 

• Read Luke 18:9-14. What similarities and differences do you see 
between character of Zacchaeus and character of praying tax-
collector? 

• In Luke 19:5 Jesus initiates interaction with Zacchaeus that has 
drastic, positive consequences for the tax-collector. What are 
the implications of Jesus’ initiating conversation for us, the 
modern Christians? 

  
• Think about Jesus visiting, sitting, and eating at the table of a 

tax-collector who was a sinner. How, do you think that informs 
your understanding of Holy Communion? 

  
• Imagine Jesus comes to Kalamazoo and tells you that he must 

stay at your house and your neighbors complain pressuring 
you to not receive him. In what ways would you host Jesus 
under pressure?  

WAYS TO PRAY 
• What is God calling you to believe, trust or do in response to 

this passage? Pray today and this coming week that God will 
help you with this! 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM THE CHURCH FAMILY: 
• Donna Asma has returned to her home! She will finish her 

treatment there. She is grateful for your prayers! 
• Bob Tanja  fell this past week and went to Bronson for some 

physical therapy on his knees. Pray for a quick recovery. 
• Please continue to pray for the family of Marcia Poolman, 

especially her daughters Kim and Holly, as the funeral was 
held this past Wednesday. Pray for the Lord to bring comfort 
and peace to the family at this time.


