
JOIN OUR FAITH FORMATION CLASSES — 10:45-11:30 AM 

Main Level: 
K-1st Gr | Preschool Rm — IMAGINE meeting Jesus 
Church Choir | Music Rm — SING sacred music together.
Adults | Walnut Rm — LEARN about the spiritual disciplines through 
reading Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster. 

Lower Level (Stairs are located on the west end of the building): 
2nd-3rd Gr | Rm 1 — WONDER about God’s story and how we fit into it! 
4th-5th Gr | Rm 2 — MARVEL how God works in the world. 
6th-8th Gr | GEMS Rm — DIVE explore how the Bible relates to our lives. 
High School | Youth Rm — LEARN about the creeds and confessions. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

“Behind Our Walls” Documentary Screening | March 23 @ 5 pm 
Join us in watching “Behind Our Walls,” a film by Calvin alum Nate 
Roels about the Calvin Prison Initiative. If you plan to attend, please 
register by March 19 at 3rdcrc.org/events. 

Holy Week Worship Services 
Palm Sunday: March 24 @ 9:30 am 
Maundy Thursday: March 28 @ 6:30 pm 
Easter Sunday: March 31 @ 9:30 am 

Third Christian Reformed Church 
2400 Winchell Ave + Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

Office: M-Th 9am – 3pm + (269) 343-2400 + office@3rdcrc.org 
Visit our website at 3rdcrc.org 

March 17, 2024 + Worship @ 9:30am 

Welcome to Third Church! 
We’re so glad that you’re here! If you’ve been worshipping with us 
for a while or you’re entering the doors of a church for the first 
time, we hope you’ll experience welcome, a sense of genuine 
community, and the grace and truth of Jesus Christ. 

If you need prayer, fill out a prayer card and place it in our prayer 
bowl at the front of the sanctuary during the sending song. Asking 
questions about faith and spirituality? Join us in our faith formation 
opportunities and ministry events—see the back panel to learn 
more about how you can get involved and meet others. Help us 
get to know you through the Connection QR Code—we’ll be in 
touch. The Lord be with you! 

The congregation reads bold italicized text together  
and the leader reads plain text. Songs are found in the red  

Lift Up Your Hearts hymnal and on the front screens. 



GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
Prelude — “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” - Linker 

Call to Worship — inspired by Psalm 27 
 God is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 
 ALL: God is our shelter and refuge on the days of trouble,  
 and our hope and joy on the days of celebration! 
 Day after day, we seek God’s face and the assurance of God’s holy love: 
 ALL: O God, do not turn from us or hide your face from us!  
 Be our guide and our light instead! 
 One thing we ask of God: 
 ALL: That we may live in God’s dwelling place all the days of our 

life, and never cease to behold the beauty of God’s home. 
 Beloved of God, enter this worship in thanksgiving,  
 for God is among and within us! 
 ALL: Thanks be to God! 

Gathering Songs — Gather Us In (529) + Ancient Words 

Call to Confession & Prayer — Mark 9:50 
 Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty 

again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other. 
 ALL: Merciful God, you call us to be salt of the earth and light  
 of the world. We confess that our witness is often bland and 

gloomy. Forgive us when we fail to be an influence for good,  
 and when we condone or do what is wrong in your sight. 
 Help us to flavor the earth with righteousness and to reflect  
 the light of your love in a dark world; through Jesus Christ,  
 the Light of the world. Amen. 

Words of Encouragement — Psalm 145:13-14, 17-18 
 “The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does. 
 The Lord upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down… 
 The Lord is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does. 
 The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.” 
 Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 ALL: Thanks be to God! 

Encouragement Song — All Glory Be to Christ 

 
Offering Our Gifts — Ministries Fund 
 We invite you to give by placing your tithes in the offering plates, 

or by using the offering QR code. Please assist our deacons by 
passing the plates toward the back of the sanctuary. 

Offering Song — I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (730) 

Passing the Peace 

Children’s Story & Dismissal — Age 3-2nd Grade 

Life @ Third — Ministry Updates & Prayer 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 

Text: Matthew 5:13-16 (pg 1505) 
Sermon: The Good Life: “Salt and Light” 

FOLLOWING GOD INTO THE WORLD 

Echo Dismissal — 3rd-5th Grade 

Sending Song — The Wonderful Cross 

Benediction & Sending  
 May our love be like salt that makes life tasty and worthwhile. 
 May our Christian living be a light to those who live in darkness. 
 May our Christian communities be cities of light to be seen  
 from afar as signs that God lives and works in his people. 
 May God bless you all for this mission in the name of  
 the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 ALL: Amen. 

Postlude — “Forty Days and Forty Nights” - Higgs

   3rdcrc.org/give 



3/17/24 | The Good Life: Salt and Light  
Matthew 5:13-16 

NOTES 

REFLECT 

“. . . Rejoice, be glad, and get to work: be salt and light, and let your 
light shine. Matthew ends his collection of Jesus’ sayings on a 
high note, with a promise of rejoicing with God. And then he adds 
a few lines of instruction to the invitation, words that serve as a 
bridge to the rest of the Sermon on the Mount: "You are the salt of 
the earth, you are the light of the world… let your light shine.” 
—Anne Sutherland Howard, Claiming the Beatitudes: Nine Stories from a New Generation 

“The problem with Western Christians is not that they aren’t 
where they should be but that they aren’t what they should be 
where they are.” 

—Os Guinness, The Call: Finding and Fulfilling God's Purpose For Your Life 

TAKE IT HOME 

• What is the difference between trying to salt and being salt—
trying to shine and being light? 

• In what ways do you lose saltiness or hide your light? What 
might be some consequences of this? How does Jesus 
understand these consequences? 

• What are the “good deeds” that Jesus is talking about? What 
is to be our motive for doing them? 

• What, if any, shifts need to take place to be true to your form 
(“You are salt and light”) in the contexts of your life—i.e., home, 
work, marriage, family, parenting, friends, neighbors, conflict 
situations, etc.? 

• If people were to look upon your life, would they see your good 
deeds and give glory to God? Why or why not? 

• What is one thing you can do this week to be salt and light to 
the place(s) that God calls you to? 

WAYS TO PRAY 

• What is God calling you to believe, trust, or do in response to 
this passage? Pray today and this coming week that God will 
help you with this! 

Prayer Requests: 
• Lauren Worgess is undergoing surgery to repair cervical 

vertebra in her neck on Friday, March 22. Please pray for a 
smooth and successful procedure, and that the healing 
process will go well with as little pain as possible. 

• Jack Vandermay remains at his home under the care of 
hospice. Please pray that God’s comfort and peace would be 
with him, and with his family as they care for him. At this time 
the family can not receive visitors but Jack loves cards! You can 
send a note to: 824 Forest Dr., Portage, MI 49002.


