
Jesus is More than Enough1 
Mark 6:30-43  
 
Opening: Have you ever gone out to eat and come home and were still hungry? Many years ago, when I still lived at 
home, my family went to a place called the Melting Pot. (A fondue place) My mom wanted to go there. This was back 
when it was “hip” to do fondue. I remember going there and ordering food that you cooked yourself. It was so expensive, 
even back then, for what you got. It was $100 for 3 pieces of chicken, a piece of tofu and a strawberry. I think that the 
more expensive the meal, the less food you get. So, when we got home, my dad and I were still hungry, so we made a 
ham sandwich. My dad said, “we spent all that money and I’m still hungry.” It just wasn’t enough food. There is nothing 
more disheartening than spending a lot of money on a meal that really wasn’t satisfying. I find a lot of things in life are not 
as satisfying as we think they will be. It seems like no matter how great, cool, popular; it never seems to be enough. 
Context: We are looking at one of the most famous Jesus stories in the Bible, the miracle of the fish and loaves. If you 
grew up in Sunday School, you remember the flannel graphs. It is the only miracle outside of the resurrection mentioned 
in all four gospels, which means this was not only an unforgettable moment for the disciples but there must be an 
important truth about Jesus that God wants to teach us. For Jesus, there is no problem too big, no gift too small, and no 
hunger too deep that He can not satisfy because He is more than enough for what we need.  
 
I. There is no problem too big. 
• VS. 30: The apostles returned to Jesus: in vs. 7-13, Jesus sent them (for the second time) two by two (witness of two) 

into the villages in Galilee to do ministry. Jesus was training and preparing them for the future when He would be 
gone. While they were away, word has come that John the Baptist has been executed.  

• VS. 31: Come away by yourselves to a desolate place: Jesus thought it was best to take a staff retreat to a quiet place 
away from everyone and everything. They had been so busy they didn’t have time to stop and eat. Jesus was always 
busy, but never in a hurry and frequently took time to get away and rest. They went to the northeast side of the sea.  

• VS. 32-33: They got on a boat to get away, but many saw them going: on a clear day, you can almost see the whole 
lake because it is like a bowl. The people from all over ran on foot from all the towns and got to ahead of Jesus to 
where he was going. They were stalking Jesus like a celebrity just trying to get a glimpse.  

• VS. 34: When He went ashore he saw a great crowd: 20K: John notes that this was around Passover, which meant 
that the population in Israel grew exponentially. (Season) Thousands of pilgrims from all over came down the King’s 
highway and the Via Maris through Galilee to Jerusalem. He had compassion on them: we may have gotten annoyed 
or grumbled if someone interrupted our vacation, but Jesus had compassion. His heart was stirred up for them.  

• Sheep without a shepherd: this phrase comes from Numbers 27:12-13, where Moses asked God to provide a leader 
so that His people would not be “sheep without a shepherd.” Ezekiel 34:11-16, God condemned the “spiritual” 
shepherds of Israel for being unfaithful to God and to the people. He promised to send a Good Shepherd to His people.  

• The people of Israel in Jesus’ day were without a shepherd: they were under the oppression of Rome and burden of 
empty religion. The people needed protection, direction, and guidance. He began to teach them many things: Jesus, 
the good shepherd in Ezekiel’s prophecy, came to give them direction and guidance through the Word of God.  

• VS. 35-36: When it grew late, his disciples came to Jesus to send the people away to eat dinner: a kind way to get 
Jesus to stop teaching: they were tired from chasing Jesus all day, some were far from home, and they were hungry. 
It was late. This was a large crowd, and the disciples were hungry. (Hangry) Seems reasonable, dinner on your own.  

• VS. 37: You give them something to eat: emphatic YOU: The disciples came to Jesus with their solution and Jesus gave 
them His. John 6:6 tells us that this was a test of Jesus because He “already knew what He was going to do.” He told 
them before to trust God for provision when they went out into the villages, but would they do it now?  

• VS. 38: Shall we go and buy 200 denarii worth? (Philip) They did their calculations and estimated it would take ½ 
years wages to feed all these people. Think about the amount of food, number of waiters and the number of port-a-
potties you would need. The cost is outrageous and where are we going to get both the food and money to buy it?  

• It seemed to the disciples that Jesus’ request was something that they could not afford and was impossible for them 
to accomplish. Often the will of God will be what you can’t afford and what you can’t accomplish on your own.  
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• Jesus did not ask His disciples because He needed help to feed these people, He wanted His disciples to see 
something: Jesus’ point here was to teach them that what He was asking them to do was impossible without Him. 
Until we see what Jesus has called us to do is impossible then we will never be qualified to do what He’s called us to.  

• What is impossible for us, is not impossible for Jesus: it is easy for us to let what we cannot do, keep us from trusting 
in what God can do. Our physical impossibilities are opportunities for God to show up in a way that we would never 
imagine. Just because we can not do it, does not mean He can not do it.  

• God brings us to situations to test our faith in Him: we may say, “There is no problem too big for God.” But God will 
allow us to go through situations to see if we REALLY believe it or not. The proof is in the test. God stretches our faith 
by allowing us to go through situations where He is all we have to hold on to and the only solution to our problem.  

II. There is no gift too small. 
• VS. 38: How many loaves do you have? Go and see. Jesus tells them to go check their supplies. John tells us that what 

they came up with was actually from a young man in the crowd. Five Loaves and 2 Fish: 2 pickled fish; sardines; fish 
relish and 5 “loafs” of barley bread (choice bread of the poor). It was a meager meal, a simple fish sandwich.  

• There is a Pre-Miracle: Getting this boy to share his lunch: it’s hard to get kids to share anything. To share something, 
you love with anyone is tough. But this boy was willing to give what he had to Jesus to help the situation. The boy had 
no idea what Jesus was going to do, but he was willing to give it anyway. He didn’t give some, but ALL.  

• It is so easy to let what we cannot do keep us from what we can do: we look at the needs, the situation, the problem, 
and we get overwhelmed. We say, “what is my contribution in comparison to the need actually going to do to help?” 
But this boy didn’t let what He didn’t have keep Him from giving what He did have to Jesus!  

• Greater Things Offering: We are taking up an offering in December for mission and ministry and we ask, “What is this 
contribution really going to do?” I don’t have a lot of money. People are leveraged in two areas: money and time. They 
have no margin in their lives to be generous with either. God is not asking you to give what you can’t give, but to give 
what you can give. If you put what you have into God’s hands, He can make a lot out of a little!  

• You can’t out give Jesus: The Selfish Mindset is, “The more you give, the less you will have.” It thinks in terms of 
addition and subtraction. The Spiritual Mindset is “The more you give, the more God can provide.” (Multiplication) 
That’s what happened to this boy. He gave, and God out gave him, in ways he and everyone else could never imagine. 

• OT Tithe: When people gave 10% it was more than an act of obedience but a statement of faith. They gave to God first 
of their harvest, not the last. They gave to God first and then trust God to provide the rest. They trusted God for the 
90% and that through the 90% God would meet all their needs more than they could with 100%.  

• The question is, “Do I trust God enough to give Him what I have?” To the disciples it was an addition problem: 5 
loaves plus 2 fish does not equal feeding all these people. But it wasn’t an addition but algebra: (5+2)X=Miracle. The 
X factor is JESUS. If you take what you have, and add Jesus to the equation, Jesus is what always makes the difference.   

• The gospel of Jesus is not a get-rich quick scheme. The goal of gospel living is to end up dirt poor by giving away as 
much as you can. (John Wesley: Make all you can. Save all you can. Give all you can.) When God blesses you more, 
it’s so that you can be more of a blessing! God is not a cosmic slot machine that you give to in order to get more. 

• If you want to be a part of the miracle God wants to do in your life and in the lives of others then you need to be 
willing to give what you have: Jesus could have fed everyone with a happy meal by the snap of his fingers, but instead 
he chose to use His disciples and what they had so that they would never forget what He could do with it.  

• If we go out knowing it is impossible and we are inadequate then God can do His work through us: Jesus is not 
looking for your ability or power, but your faith in His ability and power to do what you can not do. This is how the 
Kingdom breaks into this world, through ordinary, flawed, broken people who trust and are obedient to Him.  

III. There is no hunger too deep.  
• VS. 39-41: He commanded them all to sit down in groups on green grass: Jesus takes control of the situation; he 

organizes the dinner party and gets everyone seated for the meal. He looked up to heaven and said a blessing: typical 
Jewish blessings, “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who brings bread from the earth.” 

• He broke the bread and the fish and distributed it to his disciples to give to the people: it was an all-you-can-eat 
buffet of Fish Burgers: I want to know how it happened? Was it in a basket and it just kept coming out? Was it like a 
big piece of bread? How long did it take to get everyone their food? One thing we know is that only as the disciples 
went out with what seemed to be inadequate, were they able to see it multiplied.  

• VS. 42-43: They all ate and were satisfied: everyone’s hunger was satisfied; there was so much food that there were 
12 baskets full of leftovers: they had more leftovers than the food they started with. Why? One for each disciple to 



take with them. This miracle was as much for them as it was for the crowd. In their wildest dreams, they never 
expected to feed that many people and everyone satisfied. With Jesus there is always more than you can hope for. 

• VS. 44: Those who ate the loaves were five thousand men: in a patriarchal society, the men or head of households 
were counted, so there were likely women and children there as well. So, most scholars say around 20K people total.  

• Could you imagine what everyone must have thought after that meal? John 6:14-15 When the people saw the sign 
that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” Perceiving then that they were 
about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

• This miracle reminded the people of Moses and the manna God provided for Israel in the wilderness. The people 
realized that what happened here was supernatural and proved Jesus was the Messiah. (Wonder Bread) 

• Yet, the problem again was, they were looking to the physical and earthly, not to the spiritual and eternal: they 
wanted to make Jesus their earthly King to overthrow Rome, restore Israel to her glory days and feed everyone. They 
only wanted Jesus for SELFISH and SELF-SERVING reasons, not to be their LORD and SAVIOR. (6:26) 

• Jesus withdrew: Why? John 6:27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal. 

• The people were seeking things that did not last; “food that perishes.” Many of us are seeking things to just deaden 
the hungry pains of our unhappiness rather than seek after who can truly satisfy our deepest hunger.  

• How can Jesus do that? How can He satisfy our hearts? VS. 41: Jesus said a blessing and broke the loaves: same 
words in Mark 14:22. Mark is exact words that foreshadow what is to come. In 14:22, Jesus at the Lord’s Supper, 
blessed the bread and broke it saying, “This is my body.” For Jesus to bring life, He has to be broken for our sins. On 
the Cross, Jesus would say a blessing, “Father, forgive them.” And then He would be broken for us.  

• He is more than a Prophet: True and Better Moses: He is a better provider than Moses. Jesus did not come to give 
bread that perishes. He is the ultimate Moses who brings the ultimate Exodus, to liberate us forever from sin and 
death. He is More Than a King: True and Better David: Jesus is the King of Kings. He is the good Shepherd who leads 
us beside green pastures and restores our souls by giving His life for His sheep. Jesus is More Than Enough! 

• Jesus did not come to give us bread, Jesus came to be our bread: John 6:35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of 
life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

• The message in this miracle is not: Jesus will provide food for your bellies when you are hungry. It’s not that Jesus is 
always there to get you want you want when you want it. It’s not that if you follow Jesus, you will never be physically 
hungry again. Jesus did not feed everyone who was physically hungry in the world that day.  

• The message in the miracle is that ONLY Jesus can meet our deepest hunger. Yes, Jesus can take care of our needs 
and do more than we can imagine. The deepest hunger of our hearts is a right relationship with God. The reason 
people are turning to so many things is because deep inside they are not satisfied. Only Jesus can satisfy!   

 
Application: Jesus is more than enough. What we truly need most is Jesus. You might need sleep, a job, money, a friend, 
a spouse, a prescription, but truly what you need the most is Jesus. Nothing and no one can satisfy our hearts but Jesus.  

What He gives us is enough for us: God can do the impossible. Sometimes He does the impossible. Sometimes he performs 
miracles. But sometimes he doesn’t do it how or when we want him to. But the biggest question is, “Is that enough? If we 
don’t get what we want, is Jesus enough? Is what He gives us enough?”  

The Greatest Showman is a Hollywood, glamorized musical based loosely on the life of P.T. Barnum. Barnum is the creator 
of the Barnum and Bailey Circus. The premise of the movie is that Barnum is a dreamer who gets caught up in fame and 
materialism and finally at the end realizes that neither fame nor money can truly satisfy.  

There is a song in the movie called, “Never Enough.” 2  The chorus says this:  

All the shine of a thousand spotlights, 
All the stars we steal from the night sky 
Will never be enough 
Never be enough 
Towers of gold are still too little 
These hands could hold the world but it'll 
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Never be enough 
Never be enough 

The Truth is that without Jesus, nothing will ever be enough. It will never, ever be enough.  


