
Tour to theholy land

OCTOBER 2-12, 2023
9 DAYS/8 NIGHTS IN ISRAEL

LED BY     DR. ALAN BRUMBACK

holy land



We will travel through the land of Israel, from coast 
to desert and mountains to valleys, visiting the places  
where important Biblical events took place and digging 
deep into the Scriptures in their original context to  
learn about God’s faithfulness to His people— in the 
past, present, and future.  

Our tour includes sites from the Old and New 
Testaments as well as the history of modern Israel.

*The itinerary is subject to change. Locations may 
be added or removed based on weather,  
security concerns and the wishes of the  
group or Pastor Alan.

E I N  G E D I



DAY 1
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 03, 2023

Arrival Flight to Israel EL AL 018 at 7:00am. 

Twins Tours representative will introduce our guide and bus driver 
for the trip to meet the group. Travel along the Via Maris, the ancient 
international coastal highway.  

OLD JAFFA - Tour the Old City Sea Port 

CAESAREA - Herod the Great famous Sea Port & Aqueducts 

LUNCH BREAK at 1:00pm - Port Cafe  

Drive to Galilee 

CHECK IN BY 4:00pm FOR DINNER + OVERNIGHT AT SETAI HOTEL BY 
SEA OF GALILEE.

C A E S A R E A



DAY 2 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 04, 2023

The Lower Galilee:  The Word Became Flesh and Dwelled Among Us

 

Drive east through the Lower Galilee. This is the same route that 
Jesus traveled on. 

MEGIDDO – The Plain of Armageddon. Continuing along the ancient 
highway that connected Egypt to Mesopotamia, we drive by the 
most important gateway city of Canaan – Megiddo. Many pharaohs, 
kings, and emperors have fought bloody battles in the Jezreel Valley 
to control this strategic pass by Mt. Carmel. No wonder this will be 
the location of the final battle of Armageddon (Revelation). If time 
permits, we will explore the layers of civilization on this historic Tel 
– including Solomon’s city gates, a Canaanite altar, and a hidden 
water tunnel.

NAZARETH- This is the place of Jesus’s childhood (Luke 1 & 2) and 
today has the largest concentration of Christians in Israel. Its first 
importance is for the angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that 
she would bear God’s son. 

LUNCH BREAK at 12:30pm – Biblical Meal at Nazareth Village.  

NAZARETH VILLAGE TOUR at 1:30pm – A delightful recreation of a 
Galilean Jewish village in the time of Jesus, illustrating the context 
of Jesus’ parables. Our tour includes a threshing floor, olive press, 
watchtower over fields and vineyards, shepherds, wine press, homes, 
carpentry, and a life-sized synagogue. Here we will unroll the scrolls 
and read in memory of Jesus, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to set oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19). 

MT. PRECIPICE – Overview of Nazareth. 

DINNER + OVERNIGHT AT SETAI HOTEL BY SEA OF GALILEE. 

S E A  O F  G A L I L E E



DAY 3
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 05, 2023 

The Golan Heights:  Messiah Declared Amongst the Gentiles 

Today will be a little bit of hiking in the area, wear comfortable 
walking clothes + shoes. 

We’ll drive through the Hula Valley, a resting point for millions of 
birds’ annual migration between Europe and Africa. Israel is also a 
blessed land bridge for God’s creatures.  

METULA – Drive through Golan to a viewpoint with the Lebanese 
border. 

TEL DAN – The altar of Jeroboam, the northern kingdom of Israel 
that was destroyed by the Assyrians. We will enjoy a short hike 
through the beautiful nature reserve of Dan and see the ancient 
gate of Jeroboam, King of Northern Tribes of Israel, and the remains 
of the altar he constructed (with a golden calf) to replace Temple 
worship in Jerusalem. The powerful springs of Dan are the primary 
source of water for Jordan River, supplying 1/3 of Israel’s water. 

LUNCH BREAK 

CAESAREA PHILIPPI – The ancient Roman city of Caesarea Philippi 
(also called Banias for the worship of Greek demi-god Pan). Here 
Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do men say that I am?” (Mark 
8:27-30 and Matt 16:13- 20). Simon (Peter) declares Jesus to be the 
Messiah and Jesus renames him Peter...“On this rock I will build 
my church.” The nearby slopes of snowy white Mt. Hermon are the 
possible location of the magnificent Transfiguration of Jesus. Along 
this ancient trade route, we will also recall Saul’s dramatic encounter 
with Jesus on the Road to Damascus. 

HAR BENTAL – Viewpoint of the Syrian border. 

DINNER + OVERNIGHT AT SETAI HOTEL BY SEA OF GALILEE. 

G O L A N  H E I G H T S

V I E W P O I N T



DAY 4
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 06, 2023

Around the Lake: Becoming a Disciple of Jesus 

MT. OF BEATITUDES – Kingdom of Heaven teaching. We will ascend 
the Mt. of Beatitudes where we will enjoy time for spiritual reflection 
and meditation on Jesus’ teachings from the “Sermon on the 
Mount” (Matt 5-7). 

CAPERNAUM – The Gospels name this fishing town as the 
headquarters of Jesus’ public ministry in Galilee (Mark 1:31-38, Matt 
4:13). Capernaum was the home of Peter, the location of many 
miraculous healings, and powerful teachings, and yet it was a town 
that Jesus eventually cursed for their unbelief (Matt 11:23). It was a 
tax station along Via Maris, the border of political territory Herod 
Antipas/Herod Philip where Jesus called a tax collector, Matthew, to 
be a disciple (Mark 2:14). 

LUNCH BREAK – St Peter’s Fish - Tanurim at 1:00pm.

BOAT RIDE at 2:30pm – We will enjoy the last moments of Jesus’ 
beloved landscape as we sail around the Sea of Galilee on the “Jesus 
Boat” – a replica of a wooden fishing boat used by fishermen in the 
time of Jesus. Then, on the lakeshore, we will see a real one from the 
1st century that was recently discovered. 

MIGDAL at 4:00pm - With a guide, we will visit the recently 
discovered 1st century AD synagogue in the hometown of Mary 
Magdalene and discuss the role of female disciples in Jesus’ ministry 
and the early church. 

DINNER + OVERNIGHT AT THE SETAI HOTEL BY SEA OF GALILEE.

S E A  O F  G A L I L E E

C A P E R N A U M



DAY 5
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 07, 2023

The Jordan Valley 

Check out from hotel and identify luggage.

Via the Jordan Valley – we will descend through the Syrian-African 
Great Rift Valley to the lowest point on earth. 

QASR EL YAHUD BAPTISM – The traditional site where John baptized 
Jesus in the Jordan River (Mark 1:9). Somewhere near Jericho, Joshua 
led the Israelite tribes into the Promised Land. God stopped the Jordan 
River for the priests to safely carry the Ark of the Covenant across to the 
other side. 

QUMRAN – Explore the archeology of the Jewish “Essene” sect, which 
turned away from Temple worship + sacrifice during the corrupt 
Hasmonean period. Unique findings are multiple mikveh (ritual purity 
baths), a scriptorium, and a community dining hall but no individual 
homes. In the nearby caves, the famous Dead Sea Scrolls were 
discovered in 1947. They prove the Hebrew Bible has not been altered 
in 2200 years. We will discuss the possible relationship of the Essenes/
Dead Sea Sect to the ministry and preaching of John the Baptist in the 
same wilderness region. 

LUNCH BREAK at 1:30pm - Sit down table service.

GENESIS LAND at 3:00pm - a Short Camel Ride and Desert Hospitality.

Drive up to Jerusalem.

DINNER + OVERNIGHT AT DAN HOTEL JERUSALEM. 

Note – Shabbat begins at Sunset on Friday evening, and continues all 
day Saturday until sunset on Saturday evening.

T H E  D E A D  S E A



DAY 6
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2023

Camel Ride & Bethlehem 

After breakfast we will drive to Bethlehem – the Birthplace of King 
David and later the birthplace of his descendant, Jesus – Emmanuel. 

HERODION – Visit Herod the Great’s resting place.  

SHEPHERDS FIELDS – Where the angels announced the birth of Jesus. 
We will see actual shepherds grazing their sheep on the hillsides of this 
modern town. 

LUNCH BREAK at 2:00pm- Grotto restaurant.

THE ISRAEL MUSEUM.

Drive back to Jerusalem. 

DINNER + OVERNIGHT AT DAN HOTEL IN JERUSALEM.

C A M E L R I D E



DAY 7
MONDAY, OCTOBER 09, 2023

Introducing Jerusalem:  God Establishes His Temple 

CITY OF DAVID at 9:00am + 3D MOVIE – Encounter the ancient 
city of Jerusalem from the time of King David, King Solomon, and 
the First Temple period. We will watch a 3D movie to introduce 
the historical and geographical context of the site and then walk 
through Biblical archeology, down the water system to Hezekiah’s 
Tunnel. There is an option to either walk the wet tunnel or dry 
tunnel (Canaanite period). End at Pool of Siloam. 

EXPLORE THE JEWISH QUARTER + BIBLICAL ARCHEOLOGY – 
We will see the “BROAD  WALL” built by King Hezekiah to protect 
Israelite refugees from Assyrian attack, warned of by the Prophet 
Isaiah.  

THE THIRD TEMPLE INSTITUTE TOUR. 

LUNCH IN THE JEWISH QUARTER WITH DIFFERENT OPTIONS.  

SOUTHERN STEPS – Learn about Pilgrimage to the Temple during 
the 1st century AD, the time of Jesus and his disciples. Walk through 
Biblical Archeology to the Southern Steps of the 2nd Temple. Learn 
about Mikveh, ritual purity, and the possibility that this is the exact 
place of Peter’s sermon on Pentecost and the baptism of new 
believers.  

WESTERN WALL – The holiest site in the world for the faithful 
Jewish, closest to where the Holy of Holies once stood. This wall is 
actually just a portion of the retaining wall of Herod’s Temple mount 
platform, the only remains of the Temple after destruction by the 
Romans in 70 AD. 

KOTEL TUNNEL TOUR at 4:00pm, second group at 4:20pm. 

DINNER + OVERNIGHT AT DAN HOTEL IN JERUSALEM. 

T H E  W E S T E R N  WA L L



DAY 8
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2023

Mount of Olives: Jesus’ Triumphant Entry to Jerusalem

MOUNT OF OLIVES’ observation deck beholds the breathtaking 
panorama of the Holy City. Recount the biblical events that took place 
on the Mt. of Olives and the Kidron Valley below. Celebrate Jesus’ 
triumphant entrance to Jerusalem as we walk together down the Palm  
Sunday route. 

DOMINUS FLEVIT - The Lord wept over Jerusalem.  

GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE at 11:00am - An ancient olive grove and 
the Church of Agony (modern Church of All Nations). This is where 
Jesus prayed on the night of His betrayal by Judas and was arrested by 
Roman soldiers (Matt. 26:36, John  18:1).

Drive across the KIDRON VALLEY, also called the Valley of Jehoshaphat 
– prophesied site for Final Judgment. We will see all the tombs there, 
each religious group poised for Resurrection Day. 

LUNCH BREAK at 1:00pm - St. Andrew’s Restaurant in Jerusalem. 

MT ZION – HOUSE OF CAIAPHAS – Peter’s denial of Jesus three times. 

UPPER ROOM (CENACLE) – Location to remember the Last Supper of 
Jesus with His disciples. 

DINNER + OVERNIGHT AT DAN HOTEL IN JERUSALEM.

J E R U S A L E M



DAY 9
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2023

The Last Week of Jesus in  Jerusalem

After breakfast, check out from hotel and identify luggage.

POOLS OF BETHESDA – Where Jesus healed a paralytic (John 5:1-
15) the Crusaders built a magnificent church honoring St. Anne, the 
mother of Mary. The excellent acoustics provide the best place to sing in 
Jerusalem.

ANTONIA FORTRESS (PRAETORIAN) - Where Jesus stood before 
Pontius Pilate and was condemned to death by crucifixion (Mark 15:1). 

VIA DOLOROSA – A walk remembering Jesus suffering as He carried 
the cross to Golgotha/The Place of the Skull.  

HOLY SEPULCHER CHURCH – Traditional site of Calvary/Golgotha – 
the place of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial – 4th century AD “Church of 
the Resurrection.” Discover the historical authenticity of the site, the 
centuries of religious traditions, and the nature of worship here until 
today.  

LUNCH BREAK at 12:30pm - Nafoura.

FREE TIME IN THE OLD CITY.

GARDEN TOMB at 4:00pm – We will have a special time of prayer, 
worship, and communion.

FAREWELL DINNER- at the Notre Dame Rooftop. 

Drive to Airport at 7:15pm.

Flight October 12 - El Al #17 (Tel Aviv-Miami) departs at 12:15am.

H O LY S E P U L C H E R C H U R C H



INCLUDED FEATURES
• Meeting services/transfers upon arrival and departure
• Deluxe 5 Star hotels in Israel
• Full Israeli breakfast buffet, lunch and dinner daily
• Farewell dinner
• English speaking government licensed guide
• Sightseeing per itinerary including entrace fees to places 

visited aboard deluxe modern air-conditioned, wi-fi enabled 
motor coach

• Airport taxes and fuel surcharge taxes*
• Baggage handling (1 piece per person)
• Tour tipping for included services

Cost is round trip, double occupancy. A non-refundable deposit 
of $250 is due by February 1st.

DATES
October 2-12, 2023

,

Is it safe to travel to Israel?
Israel is an extremely safe country to visit and tour. In 2017, 
close to five million tourists came to Israel, an all-time 
record, and all of them went back home again safe and 
sound. I would not encourage this trip if I felt the slightest 
danger.

What is the time difference?
Israel is seven hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time.

What is the exchange rate?
Israel’s currency is Shekels. The current rate: $1 equals 3.85 
shekels. Most places will take American dollars and credit 
cards. MAKE SURE THAT YOU CONTACT YOUR CREDIT CARD 
COMPANY before you travel to Israel.

How much money should I bring?
Unlike other “trips” to Israel, our goal is not to shop until you 
drop. Bring enough cash to be able to buy small items and 
to tip if necessary. There will be at least 3 days where you will 
be responsible for your own lunch. It is best to bring smaller 
denominations ($20s, $10s, $5s, and $1s). It’s always good to 
bring a bunch of $1s.

$5895 Frequently asked 
questions
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