
*Please stand if you are able

9:30AM CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

8:15AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP

11:00AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
*SONG                                              Chain Breaker
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                  Jeremy Hearn
*SONG OF PRAISE     Oh Our Lord, Christ Be Magnified, House of the Lord
BAPTISM                           Samuel Revan-Alexander Stanton            

Son of Andrew & Katherine Stanton
PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER/PASSING OF THE PEACE    Nicki Taylor
OFFERTORY                                         Behold Him
SERMON    The Paralyzed Man and his Four Friends (Mark 2:1-12)      Emily Hotho
*SONG OF RESPONSE                         I Am Set Free
*BENEDICTION  Emily Hotho

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS                              
PRELUDE                               Lord of the Dance/Burkhardt                 Matthew H. Corl
*CALL TO WORSHIP   Emily Hotho
*HYMN 261                                  Lord of the Dance 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 881                                                                    Emily Hotho
*GLORIA PATRI 70                    Glory Be to the Father
ANTHEM          No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus/arr. Jeffries        Rita Fandrich
PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER/PASSING OF THE PEACE Emily Hotho
OFFERTORY                         Near the Cross of Jesus/Martin                 Chancel Choir
DOXOLOGY 94       Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
SERMON     The Paralyzed Man and his Four Friends (Mark 2:1-12)       Nicki Taylor
*HYMN 526                       What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                                               Nicki Taylor
*RESPONSE 664                 Sent Forth By God’s Blessing
POSTLUDE                                       Toccata/Gigout                               Matthew H. Corl

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS                              
PRELUDE                               Lord of the Dance/Burkhardt                 Matthew H. Corl
*CALL TO WORSHIP   Emily Hotho                                                                       
*HYMN 261                                  Lord of the Dance 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 881                                                                    Emily Hotho                                                                       
*GLORIA PATRI                               We Will Glorify   
PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER/PASSING OF THE PEACE                       Emily Hotho                                                                
OFFERTORY   No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus/arr. Jeffries       Rita Fandrich
DOXOLOGY 95       Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
SERMON     The Paralyzed Man and his Four Friends (Mark 2:1-12)       Nicki Taylor
*HYMN                             What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                                               Nicki Taylor
*RESPONSE                                         As We Go
POSTLUDE                                       Toccata/Gigout                               Matthew H. Corl

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   
*CALL TO WORSHIP   Jeremy Hearn
*SONGS OF PRAISE      Oh Our Lord, House of the Lord, Christ Be Magnified
CENTERING PRAYER  Sara McKinley
OFFERTORY                                         Behold Him
DOXOLOGY 
SERMON                                                                                                          Forrest White
COMMUNION   Sara McKinley
*SONG OF RESPONSE                       I Am Set Free
*BENEDICTION                                                             Sara McKinley

8:15am Sanctuary Service: Traditional worship presented in a new way with a 
fresh approach to time-honored hymns and a variety of styles of music.

9:30am Fellowship Center: A more contemporary, relaxed atmosphere with 
worship music of today.

11am Sanctuary Service: Traditional hymns with organ accompaniment, as well 
as musical pieces from our various fine arts groups.

11am The Current: A unique worship experience with contemporary worship 
music and settings. Communion is offered each Sunday.

11:00AM THE CURRENT

CALL TO WORSHIP

ABOUT OUR SERVICES

Presence in Worship (February 26)
In Person: 915
Online: 912   
Total: 1,827

Visit firstumc.org/connect or scan the QR code 
for: Attendance Registration, Worship Bulletins, 
Prayer Requests, & Online Giving

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Birth

Hadley Iona Stewart, 1/29, Daughter of Kimber Wiggs & William Stewart

 Baptism                                                                                              
Savannah Rose DeLoach, 3/5, Daughter of Chris & Emma DeLoach

 Hospital
Debbie Dettmer, Marta Hook, Barbara McEntire, Roxanne McQuillen, 

LaDonna Weatherford

 Deaths
R. David Vanzant, 2/24, Alece Pemberton, 2/27, Carol Histed, 3/3, 

George Olson, 3/6, Ed Willett 3/8

LEADER: God has set this day before us.
ALL:         A day set apart, a day of rest and praise togehter in this time 
                 and place.
LEADER: God has set our lives before us.
ALL:         So that we might live fully in deep love, together in community. Let      
                 us worship God together.

Text to Give: Text any amount to 855-485-1651, and you will receive a link 
to contribute.

 We are glad you joined us today! Whether you are a member 
or a guest, please take a moment to register your attendance 

at firstumc.org/connect. 

Crucifers and Acolytes: Alex Michel, 11am

To learn more about the ministries of the church and how to get connected, 
contact Diana Russell (info@firstumc.org – 863-686-3163 x223)

The purpose of First United Methodist is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. We strive to accomplish this by being 
a worship plus three church. Worship Plus Three is how we define our 

ministries. We believe worship is of prime importance and is our foundation. 
In addition, we are to invite others into a relationship with God, grow in our 

own relationship with God and our neighbor and serve others as a continued 
sign of God’s work in our lives.

Family Worship on the Lawn, 
Tonight, 5-7pm
Join us for a time of fellowship, music, 
food, and fun on the Front Lawn. We will 
enjoy music from our Fine Arts Department, 
including The Current band, and will have 
food trucks available for you to purchase 
food and play some family-friendly lawn 

games. We hope that this will be a time of fellowship, relaxation, and fun as 
we gather to worship together. Bring your own chair or blanket.

Easterific, Apr 1, 10am-12pm
This will be a free, drop-by event where you 
can come for a bit or stay the entire morning. 
Activities will include games, crafts, creative 
egg hunts for different ages, a photo op for 
the entire family, snacks, and more.

Lent 2023, firstumc.org/lent
You’ll find a list of resources to help you 
observe a meaningful and holy Lent including 
service times, events, and Lenten groups. 

Easter Lilies, firstumc.org/lilies, $15
It’s time to order your lilies to be used in the 
church during the upcoming Lenten season. If 
you’d like to honor or remember a loved one 
with a lily, please visit firstumc.org/lilies or 
call 863-686-3163. Orders must be received 
by March 30 (cost is $15 per plant).
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For more information regarding Missions, contact Forrest White,  
Director of Missions: fwhite@firstumc.org, (863) 686-3163 x224.

MISSIONS

Cost of Poverty Experience, Mar 26, 12:15-3:30pm, C201a, Lunch provided
COPE is designed to help participants begin to understand what it might be like to live 
as a typical low-income family in the United States. It is a simulation and debriefing that 
provides a glimpse into what it’s like to walk for a month in the shoes of families trying 
their best just to survive. It is an invaluable experience for people who, instead of merely 
talking about poverty as a problem, choose to be part of the solution to end poverty. 
This event is open to: adults; high school and middle school youth; and 4th and 5th grad-
ers accompanied by a parent. All participants must register through the COPE system. 
Find the event here: www.firstumc.org/cope 

Florida UMC Children’s Home Day on Campus, Sat, Mar 25, 7:30am-4pm
Want to see some of how lives are being changed here in person? Day on Campus re-
turns after a three-year hiatus due to the pandemic. There will be campus tours, break-
out sessions, special programming and performances featuring the youth as well as a 
free picnic lunch. First United will provide transportation. Contact Sean Hults (shults@
firstumc.org) to reserve a seat on the bus or with questions.

Hurricane Ian Recovery Team
We will take our first of what we pray are many teams to serve Hurricane Ian survivors in 
Lee County April 27-29. We plan to leave First United around 5PM on Thursday the 27th 
and return after the work day on Saturday the 29th. Cost is $75 per person, which covers 
all food, transportation and lodging at a host church. You do NOT have to be ERT trained 
or a handywoman/handyman to serve. We will do home repair (with supervised instruc-
tion), but our primary goal is to provide a caring Christian presence and remind survivors 
that God hasn’t forgotten them. For more details or if you have questions, email Forrest 
White, Director of Missions (fwhite@firstumc.org).

First Sunday Food Collection, Apr 2
We will receive food at the Missions Depot immediately following the 11am worship 
services until 1:30pm. (Note: We shortened the collection time because we haven’t had 
much if any traffic past 1:30 in several months.) Servants at First United sort and box do-
nations. The list of required items can be found at firstumc.org/firstsundayfood.

For information regarding Children's Ministry events, contact Cristi Moore, 
Director of Children’s Ministries: cmoore@firstumc.org, (863) 686-3163 x226.

For information regarding our Youth Ministry events, contact 
Emily Felgenhauer, Director of Youth Ministries:  

efelgenhauer@firstumc.org, (863) 687-9750 x253.

YOUTH

Sundays: No Youth Programming today, will kick back up Mar 19
9:15-10am Youth Choir
10-10:45am Donuts and Discussion, C201D
5-7pm Youth Group, Fellowship Center (Pick up at C building)

Tuesdays:
5-6pm Youth Dance Ministry, C201B&C

Wednesdays:
6-7:30pm Open Gym and MS/HS Bible Study, C201
6-7:30pm Confirmation

Confirmation Service, Apr 2, 5:00pm
Join us in the Sanctuary as we celebrate our Confirmands taking the next step in their faith 
journey. There will be a reception in the Welcome Center following the service. All are 
welcome to attend.

Youth UMC Conference 2023, Jul 24-28
Join us for the 2023 Youth Conference in Daytona, Fl. This conference only happens every 
4 years and this year it’s in Florida! On Monday, July 24 we will be serving at the Florida 
Children’s Home and then we will be in Daytona from the 25-28. The conference kicks off 
with a Rend Collective concert on the 25. On the 26 and 27, youth will have opportunities 
to hear from different speakers and participate in learning and service opportunities along 
with communion, worship, and free time. The total cost for the week is $375 which includes 
lunch and dinner on the 26 and 27. Youth will need to bring money for the other meals as 
well as any souvenirs they would like to purchase. We are covering the cost for the hotel for 
all youth. 

Youth Serve Saturday, Noah’s Ark, Mar 18, 9-11:45am
We will be going to Noah’s Ark of Central Florida to serve! We will be visiting and 
spending the morning playing games. All youth who participate will receive 2 service 
hours.

Sundays:
9:30am Sunday School (Infants 6 weeks – 5th Grade)
11am Sunday School (Infants 6 weeks – VPK)

4th and 5th Grade at Family Fun Center, Mar 24, 6-8pm, $10
What does laser tag, putt putt golf, pizza, and tokens all have in common? Everyone 
loves them! You do not want to miss it! We will have pizza, participate in 2 attractions, and 
games! Cost for the event is $10.00 and everything is included. For additional information 
or to register by March 17 visit firstumc.org/children.

Easterific, Apr 1, Help Needed
Easterific is a few weeks away and we could use your help! We will be collecting 
individually wrapped candy to place in goodie bags. You can find bins for donations in our 
Welcome Center, Narthex, and Fellowship Center. We are also in need of volunteers for 
the day of the event please visit firstumc.org/children to sign up.

VBS Donations Needed
Game on! Time to clean out the playroom.  We need your board games for VBS decorating 
this summer. Bring us your old board games, missing pieces and all! You can bring to the 
front office during weekday work hours (8:30am - 4:30pm) or to the children’s check in 
desk on Sunday mornings. Then look for them the week of June 26-30th all around the 
church! Stay tuned VBS Registration info. coming VERY soon.  

Created by God, Apr 21-23, Warren Willis Camp + Conference Center
Created by God is a comprehensive, faith-based study of human sexuality for 5th graders 
and their parents or guardians. The Created by God curriculum was developed by Dr. 
James H. Ritchie. For additional information or to register visit firstumc.org/children

Warren Willis Summer Camp (Children & Youth), Jul 10-15
Registration is now open for students rising into 4th grade through graduated 12th 
graders. For more information, and to register visit firstumc.org/children. 

For more information or Zoom/Online credentials, contact Warren Pattison, 
Director of Adult Ministries: wpattison@firstumc.org, (863) 686-3163 x227.

ADULTS

NAMI Family-to-Family, Weds, 6:30-8:30pm, Parlor
This is a free, 8-session educational program for family, significant others and friends of 
people with mental health conditions. NAMI Family-to-Family not only provides 
information and strategies for taking care of the person you love, but you’ll also find out 
that you’re not alone. Recovery is a journey, and there is hope. More information and 
register at firstumc.org/groups.
 
Final Planned Giving Seminar, Mar 15, 6:30pm, Large Conference Room
RESOURCES AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Learn more about the many agencies and programs available for aging adults in our 
community. Presenters include Barbara Herrington (All About Aging), Liz Craven on 
Community Resources,  Georgiana Goodson (Polk Senior Helpers), and Susan Musser. 
Register at firstumc.org/events.
 
Parent Connect Night: Self-Care as a Parent, Sun, Mar 19, 5:30 pm, room C-206
Parenting is hard, and practicing self-care is an important part of being faithful 
to the callings of parenting. Join us for a special conversation with Rev. Andy 
Whitaker-Smith on what we can do to care for ourselves as we parent our teens. 
Register at firstumc.org/events.
 
Youth Parent Social Night, Mar 26, 5:15pm
On the third Sunday of the month, we have an informal time of connection and socializing 
for parents of teens. This month we’re heading to Mojo Federal on Tennessee Ave. So that 
we know how many to anticipate, registrations are helpful. Register at firstumc.org/events. 

Sunday School for Adults
Our Adult Sunday School classes are currently meeting in person with the option to join 
online. Visitors are welcome to participate in any of these classes. For more information on 
connecting with a particular class, email Warren (wpattison@firstumc.org).

CHILDREN 


