November 1, 2025

Dear Church Family,

I am excited to announce our upcoming stewardship campaign, “Faithfully Forward.” As
we embark on this journey together, we will focus on how we can move forward in our faith with
hope, courage and joy. This campaign invites each of us to reflect on our individual and
collective contributions to the mission of our church and the community around us.

Throughout this campaign, we will explore three inspiring sermons that will guide us in
pressing on toward the goal that God has set before us. First, on November 9 we will delve into
the theme of hope, reminding ourselves that our future is bright when we trust in God's
promises. Next, on November 16 we will discuss courage, encouraging one another to step out
in faith, even when the path ahead appears challenging. Lastly, on November 23 we will
celebrate joy, recognizing that our generosity and service are rooted in the joy of the Lord.

As Paul reminds us in Philippians 3:13-14, “Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” This scripture will serve as a cornerstone for our campaign, urging
us to leave behind any doubts or fears and to focus on the incredible opportunities that lie ahead.

I invite you to join us in this journey of stewardship as we seek to faithfully move
forward together. Your participation is vital in shaping the future of our church and ensuring that
we can continue to serve our community with love and compassion. Included with this letter is a
pledge card. 1 encourage you to prayerfully consider what God is asking you to give as we seek
to make an impact on our community for Christ. You may turn in your pledge card as soon as
you would like. No need to wait for a particular “pledge Sunday.” The earlier we receive your
pledge, the better. Once your pledge is received, we will not bother you again.

Let us press on toward the goal with hope, courage and joy, knowing that together we can
achieve great things for the Kingdom of God. Thank you for your ongoing commitment and
support.

In Christ,

QR Code for Charley Reeb
2026 Pledge Senior Pastor

First United Methodist Church | 72 Lake Morton Drive | Lakeland, Florida 33801


https://firstunitedmethodistpledges.wufoo.com/forms/fumc-lakeland-stewardship-2026-commitment/
https://firstunitedmethodistpledges.wufoo.com/forms/fumc-lakeland-stewardship-2026-commitment/

