8:15AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS Kim DuBreuil
PRELUDE What Child is This/Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring/McDonald-Bach
Jenny Heidtman, Piano

CALLTO WORSHIP

*HYMN 240 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 885 Betty Batey
*GLORIA PATRI We Will Glorify

PRAYER/THE LORD'S PRAYER/PASSING OF THE PEACE Betty Batey

OFFERTORY O, Come All Ye Faithful/Pathetique Sonata/Taylor-Beethoven
Jenny Heidtman, Piano

DOXOLOGY 95  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

SERMON | Can See Clearly Now (Matthew 9:27-31) Kim DuBreuil
*HYMN 220 Angels From the Realms of Glory

*BENEDICTION Kim DuBreuil
*RESPONSE 204 Emmanuel, Emmanuel

POSTLUDE Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee/Beethoven-arr. Hayes

Jenny Heidtman, Piano

9:30AM CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Kim DuBreuil
CALLTO WORSHIP
*SONGS OF PRAISE Hark the Herald Angels Sing,

Joy To The World (It's Christmas), Joyful, Joyful

BAPTISM Malachi Jude Kurrack

Son of Noah Kurrack & Fabiola Casillas
PRAYER/THE LORD'’S PRAYER Kim DuBreuil
OFFERTORY We Have A Savior
SERMON | Can See Clearly Now (Matthew 9:27-31) Kim DuBreuil
*SONG OF RESPONSE | Can See Clearly Now
BENEDICTION Kim DuBreuil

11:00AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS Kim DuBreuil
PRELUDE \What Child is This/Jesu, Joy of Man'’s Desiring/McDonald-Bach
Jenny Heidtman, Piano

CALL TO WORSHIP

*HYMN 240 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 885 Archie Buie
*GLORIA PATRI Glory Be to the Father

ANTHEM Candlelight Carol/Rutter Deb Meyer
PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER/PASSING OF THE PEACE Archie Buie

OFFERTORY O, Come All Ye Faithful/Pathetique Sonata/Taylor-Beethoven
Jenny Heidtman, Piano

DOXOLOGY 94  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

SERMON | Can See Clearly Now (Matthew 9:27-31) Kim DuBreuil
*HYMN 220 Angels From the Realms of Glory

*BENEDICTION Kim DuBreuil
*RESPONSE 204 Emmanuel, Emmanuel

POSTLUDE Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee/Beethoven-arr. Hayes

Jenny Heidtman, Piano

The music we now use for Charles Wesley's “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” was
written by Mendelssohn in a piece for the 4ooth anniversary of Gutenberg's
printing press. Mendelssohn thought it would never work with sacred words.

Thanks to Jenny Heidtman for sharing her gifts with us this morning.

*Please stand if you are able

11:00AM THE CURRENT

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS Jeremy Hearn
CALL TO WORSHIP
*SONGS OF PRAISE Hark the Herald Angels Sing,

Joy To The World (It's Christmas), Joyful, Joyful

CENTERING PRAYER Dale Golden
OFFERTORY We Have A Savior

*DOXOLOGY

SERMON The Miracle of Giving! (Matthew 2:1-12) Dale Golden
COMMUNION Dale Golden
*SONG OF RESPONSE | Can See Clearly Now

*BENEDICTION Dale Golden

CALL TO WORSHIP

LEADER: The Child is born, and the Light still shines.

ALL: We come, rejoicing in God'’s endless gift of love.
LEADER: The manger may be empty, but our hearts are full.
ALL: Christ is with us—yesterday, today, and always.

ABOUT OUR SERVICES

We are glad you joined us today! Whether you are a member or a guest,
please take a moment to register your attendance at firstumc.org/connect.

Visit firstumc.org/connect or scan the QR code
for: Attendance Registration, Worship Bulletins,
Prayer Requests, & Online Giving

Presence in Worship (Dec 21)
In Person: 902

Online: 1,040

Total: 1,942

Giving Through December 14, 2025
YTD Budgeted Income: $3,923,861
YTD Actual Income: 3.759.636
$ (164,225)
Questions? Call Patrick Hamrick in the church office, 863-686-3163 x213

Text to Give: Text any amount to 855-485-1651, and you will receive a link to
contribute.

Acolytes/Crucifers: Cameron Vessels, 8:15am; Ashlyn Lisenby, 11am

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Please notify the church when you are in the hospital!
For care and love from pastors & the church, call or email the church office
and leave word about your hospitalization. If you are unable to do this,
ask a friend or relative to do it for you.

Altar Flowers
To dedicate Altar Flowers in Memory or in Honor of a loved one, visit
firstumc.org/altar-flowers or contact Angela Everett: 863-686-3163.

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

Da¥t1: "l can see clearly now the rain is gone.” ) )
atthew 9:27. The song lyrics begin gut the removal ofar]qobstacle,Jus as.th? faith
of two ?Ilr‘b ‘men inou scrkpture reading is for them, whether th?)bare hysically or
spiritually blind (or both). They cry out, “Have mercy on us, Son o !

What “rain” or obstacles are currently obscuring your spiritual vision?

avia:

Prayer: Lord Jesus, | admit that the world and personal struggles are distracting me,
rﬁa ing medb]J'n to Your tr }]1 He?p me identi@ tLe “rain” ingr%y T‘ifae andre ocugon You,
the source of light and healing. Amen.

Da¥t2: “I can see all obsta Les in my way...Gane are the dark clouds...” ) )
M_athhew 9:28. Jesus didn't heal them immediately; he waited, showing persistence in
ai

Are you seeking Jesus persistently, or do you give up when things get tough?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for the assurance that You hear my cries. Strengthen
myéersiztence. When my vision is c?ou ed and doubits arise, he?p m%ﬁ(eep my ey%s ﬁxed
on You. Amen.

Day 3: “Do you believe | am able to do this?”
Ma¥thew 9:28-29. Jesus asks whether theysbelieve he can do this.

X\/hglr,e) are you struggling to believe in Christ’s power? Can you answer with a bold “Yes,
ord"

Prayer: Lord Jesus, | believe You can do the impossible in my life. Increase my faith where
I arr}wlweak, anderemove my self-doubt. Let it be%one accordl);mg to my?aith. A)r/nen.

Day 4: ”It’sg(g)nna be a bright, bright, sunc?hiny day.” . .

Ma h?w 9: .Tl'ae rﬂen's eyes are opened, and their s|glﬁ |st_omp|ete|y.rest?1red. They
[,n%ve rom total darkness, where they were once spiritdally blind, to seeing the truth and
ight through Jesus.

Reflect ?n areas where God has already restored “sight.” Perhaps it is being present in this
moment.

p me live and walk in that light évery day. May I reflect Your mercy, kindness, and

ﬁ’éi}{erggramml{s Lord, thaﬂ(k yo fo[ bringing me out of darhness into Your marv lous
men.

love.

Day 5: “Ooh, yes, | can make it now, the pain is gone.”
lﬂ ¥t ew 9:31 .yJesus ((:rarged them not tgtell a gi/one, but they were so overcome with joy
that they went out and spread His name everywhere.

Consider how you can share your story of restored vision or faith with others. Are you read
to boldly testif)}//to God’s goo}c/iness an}él help others come to ﬁnow Christ’s saving)g/;race? Y

Pra¥?r: Holy Spirit give me the gourage to share my story of Your healing power. Let
my life be a powerful witness to Your I5ve and grace. 1 pray for the spiritual awakening of
those around me, that their eyes may be opened to see Jesus. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

To learn more about the ministries of the church and how to get connected,
contact The Church Office (info@firstumc.org - 863-686-3163)

Thank you so much to everyone who gave their time to ring the
Salvation Army Bell this holiday season!

$3,§:90_;320 o Stewardship

Our 2026 Stewardship Season is nearing its conclusion, and we are so
grateful for the generosity shown by our church family. Currently, we
are $568,137 away from reaching our goal. If you haven't already, we

Pledged: encourage you to’complete your estimate of giving in support of the
$2,629,263 church's ministries for 2026. Giving cards are available in the Fellowship
Center, Sanctuary, or online firstumc.org/stewardship. Thank you for
blessing the ministries of the church and helping us make a difference!

Biblical Greek, Weds, 6-7:30pm, Jan 14-April 29

Come learn Biblical Greek with Alex & Jen Swygard as

we explore the Greek alphabet, basic Greek %ram-

mar, and devotional aﬂplication of the biblical Greek

TIME: WEDNESDAYS, language. This biblical [anguage provides a new
SPM7:30PM perspective in which to encounter the New Testament

DATES: JAN. 14™- stories, so come join us as we grow together! Register
APRIL 297 at FirstUMC.org/Groups.

TEXTBOOK WILL BE AVAILABLE IN OUR
GIVING TREE BOOK STORE

BIBLICAL GREEK
LANGUAGE CLASS

Central Florida Chamber Players, Jan 24, 7:30pm,
$10/person

This talented group of musicians is comprised of
professional string players from the Central Florida area,
including Orlando, Gainesville, Tampa and Polk County.

i Under the direction of Mark Thielen, we will be treate

to an array of traditional favorite compositions for string
orchestra‘as well as hymn arrangements and selected
American Works. This concert is sponsored by Boone
Distributors. Purchase tickets at firstumc.org/concert-series.




CHILDREN

For information regarding Children’s Ministry events,
contact Megan Gallagher, Director of Children’s Ministries:
mgallagher@firstumc.org, (863) 686-3163 x280

Visit firstumc.org/children to learn more!

Sund
NuOn C?\¥|sdren’s Ministry Programming or childcare TODAY during the 9:30 and 11:00.
See you January 4!

Wednfsda

We will be%sack January 7.

Thursq
We wi

KIC Clup 4/5 Mad Science Night, Sun, Jan 11, 5-7pm o
Join us for an exc tmﬁ evening of science activities e5|gn{d togﬁ\argt our curjosity an

ﬁ!i back January 8.

incl at can handle a little

creativit Hh) and 5th gradersare IBY'Ite to comeif resse

mess. We'l e ser,vm% elicious Publix popcorn c icken, chips, :Tn even making ice cream
for essefrt. [t's gomg o beafun nlght you won't want to miss! Please visit www.firstumc.org/
children for more information and o register.

We Nﬁed C risg'n s Trees! ) ) )
If you have decided this is OL_1r last year \?{Ith your Christmas t_[;ee, W?]al’? collecting
Christmas trees to help us éfw da snowy Tore t for Vacation Bible School next summer!

Please feel free to drop it off anytime in‘the Children’s check-in area.

KIC Famil¥: Family Fun Center, Jan 25, 2:30-4:30pm )

Join us at am|l¥ Fan Center for our January KIC Family event! Open to childre ?f all ages
and their parents. Come meet a c;'ws t with otheré)%rents_ and have some tun fellowshipping

?o ether. Re |st( tion Is required Tor this event and there Is a cost to attend. Please visit www.
irstumc.org/children for more information and to register.

ADULTS

For more information, contact Warren Pattison, Director of Adult Ministries:
wpattison@firstumc.org, (863) 686-3163 x227. Registration for
groups, classes, and courses is available at firstumc.org/groups.

Financia% Peace University starts Jan 14, 6-8pm, Rocr,m C-204 or via Zoom.

If yé)u've elt like you can néver get ghead with money, listen: You can ﬁhange {Jourfut.ure—
n th? best wa)( is with ?t er peoPIe walking alongside you. Financial Peace University
as helped nearly 10 million people win withkmoney! An ¥ou ca JOlr\ obne.ofthe e classes
completely for free. Indicate your |nteE)est t FlfstU C.org/ ‘Il be in touch about

how you can get your year-long membership tor FREE!

Tender Hearts Book Study Group, Wed, Jan14-April 15, 3:30-5:00 PM, Parlor.
Have you ?Oﬁl ?tlovedﬁme ryec ntlll)% If so f ase QresiderjoiningAH? for an 8-week study of
e

pu and we

Pr. Alan Wolfelt's “Understanding Your Gr?e " In this s,tudy,,\h/ou will learn essential steps for
inding Hope and Healing of your Heart. Register at FirstUMC.org/Groups.

Beginner Slow-Flow ?hri -Cen*ered Yoga Sprin,%Sessiqn begins Mon, Jan 5
Join us for a beginner-level, slow-flow yoga class with Be %II Movement, focusing on rest
and worship through ph¥5|<;?| movemeént, meditation, an re?t %ra%ers. Comeas you,?,re
and experience a time of stillness and community. Classes are led arah Lloyd, a certified
Ho ,Yo%a instructor and Registered Y&c;a Alliance Teacher (RYT-200). Mondays, 6-7 PM
startingJanuary 5. Register at FirstUMClorg/Groups.

Women']; Book Club, Wed, Jan 7, 6 pm, Room C-205. o

ooking for a great way to start th n?v%yg.ar? We invite you tOJO[ﬂ ¥he Wom%n’s Book Club
or oTr an méeting. Qur first BQOE ? u IST(lIJSSIon of the yearwill focus on the compelling,
novel Under the Tulip Tree by Michelle Shocklee. We meet'to connect, converse, and grow'in
faith together. New members are always welcome. Register at FirstUMC.org/Groups.

New Women'’s Bible Si(:;ldy: Exploring the Apocrypha begins Thurs Jan 7

|_an es, deepen your ug erStanding of scripture by joining our new stu &of the Aﬁocrypha,
5 Y Re(y. erry Heck beginning Thursday, Janua at 70 am in Room C-204. Often
described as the |||terary’ ridge” connectﬁ]ng the Old and New Testaments, the A oc\:/r\yphﬁ
is a fascinating collection of Jéwish and Christian writings from 250 B.C. to A.D 1(5)0 e will
use the resoutce Immersion Bible Studies: Apocr)/é)ha By David A. Silva (Available at Our
Giving Tree Bookstore). Register at FirstUMC.org/Groups.

Experjence a Day with the Polk Coun eriff's Department, Thurs, Jan 15

Gopber)ing the scgr)esvwit an exclusiv %lf— ay tour ofghe Polk County Sheriff Office’s
ppfrathns. Get an inside look at how the agency works and gain ? deﬁper understandln%; of
its functions. The tour includes complimentary transportation and lunch. Secure your spot by
registering at FirstUMC.org/Events.

YOUTH

For information regarding our Youth Ministry events, contact
Emily Felgenhauer, Director of Youth Ministries:
efelgenhauer@firstumc.org, (863) 687-9750 x253.

Sunda% Dec 28: . .
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We will resume Youth Programming January 4.

2026 Cofnfirmation Kiclﬁ Off Meeting, Wed, Jan {1, 6-_7:?9}:m

OugCon irmation curriculum.is a 15-wee| J(Turn_eyt at includes a weekend retreat*

(February 6-8) to Warren Willis Ca#np. This class is for 7th grade students and older. For more
onfirm

information visit firstumc.org/c ation

Youth Serve Saturday, Jan 10, 9-12pm

Joinus fora mornin%%f service at,l._a%;%land’s Public Lit%rary, located on Lake Morton! For
more info or to register by Jan 7 visit firstumc.org/youth.

Youth Parent Study, Wed, Jan 14, 6-7:30pm . .
Youth_parents are invited to join u%fgr aoloowerful new stydy, Behind Closed Doo,riby_ Jgssma
Peck. |sj>oo opens honest, faith-fille conversatlons]gbout parenting Leens with wisdom,
grace, and confidence. For more info or to register visit firstumc.org/youth.

Youth Parent Connect Ni%l]\t, Sun,Jan 11, 5-7pm ) .

Youth Parents, come join other youth parents as we have an open conversation with Pastor
And)rqand Pastor Kim'about theology and seek their spiritual wisdom while your teens are at
youth group. For more info or to register visit firstumc.org/youth.

For more information regarding Missions, contact Forrest White,
Director of Missions: fwhite@firstumc.org, (863) 686-3163 x224.

Foodl?ollectio]p . ) . )
We v¥1|! receive ood_?t the Missions Depot next Su,ndgy immediately following the 11am
worship seryices until 1:30pm. S,ervz%nts at First Unitedsort ?]n box’donations. Please
contribute if you can. Even one jar o peanut utterihelps! The list of request?d items is
posted at firstumc.org/firstsundayfood. Thank you for your generosity and please donate

only requested items:

KidsPACK

Our next packin eve%t will be Wednesday, Jan 7. Setup beg‘ns in the Welcome Centgr
at 9am while pac |ngt iglns at 4Frm. If you have questions, please contact our KP |eader
Skip Stevensofn (safetys |ﬁ1@ﬁ;ma| .comy ote: Please mark your calendars for the first
Wednesday of each month through May for the 2025-26 school year.

igrant Family Christmas
;]' agn you to e\yeryonew o,”adopteg" ch'ldfsup orteg by Called to Serve Farmworkers
or Christmas. Your generosity provi ed gifts for 50 children.

ith gratitude . . . : . .
Thanks to everyone who participated in the many mission partnerships of First UMC in

2025. You are a blessing to many!

YOUNG ADULTS (AGES 18-35)

For more information, contact Jen Swygard, Director of Young Adult Ministries:
JSwygard@firstumc.org, (863) 686-3163 x226; Follow us on IG:
@1stLKLDYoungAdults or FB: 1st LKLD Young Adults to stay connected

ZrreE Community Biblﬁ Reading, Tuesdays, 6-8pm

- \We meet at Jen’s house to Share a meal together, play some games, and

T:! discuss Scrlpcﬁ‘re. We laugh a lot, share our burdens, serve the community
toget ave a good time. Scan the QR code to join so that you can see

P, r,an at
T the adgress & hear updates. (No meets on the last Tuesday ogeac month.

There will be no Bible Study Tues, Dec 30, we'll see you Jan 6, 6-8pm!

Pickle Ball, Sat, Jan 3, 10am-12pm . .

Meet atﬂoe Bartow Pickleball courts (type that |Pto yoHr GPS, and |t'|| know whg’é)roufre

tal |ngd;a out!karmg a paddle ?nd a water bottle (we'll have ? <|:oup e extra paddlesiif
needéd). No skill required—we'll teach you how to play and all laugh at our own inabilities!

Jal?uary Serving opportunities
When we ser\f at Dream C(—ﬂ\t,er in November, theJnen r_eall%/ need?fd new ,nd?rwear ar]d
socks, so we'l %e collecting_all sizes Jan-March and dropping them o perloéjlcal y. We'll also
join K‘lés Pack on We(?, Jan'7,4-5pm in the Welcome Center:

Bible & Brunch, multi-UMC YA gathering, Sat, Jan 10, 10am-12p , .
S?]vera UMC churches’ YA groups will be %Ft ering together at Shepherd's Community
Chapel campus. This will start a new monthly practice, So stay tuned'it you cannot attenid this
onel

Bonfire, Sat, Jan 24, 6-8pm, Swygard fa?\ily farm . .
id you know Alex Swygard grew Up on a farm? Come pet some goats, play with bunnies,
eed a cow, run W|th§.ome Cthk_?J‘lS, and eat some s'mores ar ungan evenin Lronﬂre a
in

Alex's family home (dinner provided). Message Jen Swygard for this north Lakeland address!
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