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HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
FOR THE 2026-27 ACADEMIC YEAR
Deadline for submission of all completed sections is February 1, 2026.
Only complete applications submitted by the deadline will be considered.

SECTION I. PERSONAL INFORMATION (please use this fillable form; pages will expand as content is added)
Full Legal Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date of Birth: Click or tap to enter a date.
Marital Status: ☐Single ☐Married	Number of Dependents: Click or tap here to enter text.
Permanent Mailing Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone Number: Click or tap here to enter text. 
First United Methodist Church of Lakeland Membership Status: ☐ Member   ☐ Non-Member   ☐ Constituent
Describe Your Current Church Involvement: Click or tap here to enter text.

If granted, this would be my
 ☐first  ☐second  ☐third  ☐fourth First United Methodist Church Higher Education Scholarship.

SECTION II. EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION
☐ I have attached either a hard copy or electronic copy of the most current version of my official transcript from my current and all previous institutions. Unofficial transcripts may be submitted but are not preferred. Transcripts may be submitted to HigherEd@firstumc.org or attached to this application.
Note:  All emails MUST contain your first and last names in the subject line.

List each educational institution you have attended (high school and above), including year of graduation and degree earned, if applicable.
☐ I grant my consent for the committee to contact any institution listed below to confirm attendance.

INSTITUTION, CITY AND STATE, DATES ATTENDED, DEGREE(S):
Click or tap here to enter text.

☐ I plan to attend or am considering attending (list name of Institution of Higher Learning):
Click or tap here to enter text.

Address (city and state): Click or tap here to enter text.

I have received notification of acceptance: ☐ Yes   ☐ No
If No, when do you anticipate notification? Click or tap to enter a date.
Anticipated Major or Degree sought: Click or tap here to enter text.
Projected Graduation Date: Click or tap to enter a date.



SECTION III. EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
DATES OF EMPLOYMENT, COMPANY NAME AND LOCATION, POSITION HELD
Click or tap here to enter text.

SECTION IV. RECOMMENDATIONS
Please follow instructions carefully and allow sufficient time for letters to be received by the application deadline.
Applications lacking two recommendations as specified below cannot be considered.
1. Submit two current letters of recommendation from individuals associated with you over the past year.
2. Include one letter from a United Methodist clergyperson, church staff member, or other United Methodist church leader and one letter from a teacher, professor, advisor, employer, or other personal reference.
3. All letters must be signed and dated and must indicate how the applicant is known to the writer.
4. No family members may be a reference.
5. Letters on official letterhead stationery are preferred (when available) and should be scanned and emailed to HigherEd@firstumc.org or returned by postal mail (and received by the deadline) to Dr. Charley Reeb, 72 Lake Morton Dr., Lakeland FL 33801.
Note: All emails must contain applicant’s first and last names in the subject line!

SECTION V. PERSONAL STATEMENT
In the space below, please write a personal statement approximately 100 to 250 words in length addressing
1. Your past or recent involvement at First United Methodist Church of Lakeland or the church you attend while in college.
2. Your aspirations, personal and professional goals, community service, extracurricular activities, and anything else you would like the committee to know about you.
3. Your faith journey.
Click or tap here to enter text.

SECTION VI. AFFIRMATION  AND SIGNATURE
To the best of my knowledge, the information contained in this application, including transcripts and personal statement, is accurate and complete.

By accepting and cashing a Higher Education Scholarship check from First United Methodist Church of Lakeland, I affirm the following:
· I am candidate for a degree at an educational institution that maintains a regular faculty and curriculum and normally has a regularly enrolled body of students in attendance at the place where it carries on its educational activities; and
· The amount I received will be used to pay for tuition and fees required for enrollment or attendance at the educational institution, or for fees, books, supplies, and equipment required for courses at the educational institution for the academic year 2026-27.


				Date: Click or tap to enter a date.
Signature (please sign by hand; typed signature not permitted)





FINAL CHECKLIST
Be sure your application is complete and submitted by the deadline.
☐ Completed and signed application form
☐ Current and past academic transcripts (attached here or emailed separately to HigherEd@firstumc.org)
☐ Two letters of recommendation (see specific requirements above)
☐ Personal Statement
Two options for returning:
1) Please sign and return completed application and supporting documents in a sealed envelope to: Scholarship Committee, First United Methodist Church, 72 Lake Morton Drive, Lakeland FL 33801.
2) Or, applications may be signed, scanned and submitted electronically to HigherEd@firstumc.org in .pdf format.
Note:  All emails MUST contain applicant’s first and last names in the subject line.
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