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TO: Members of the Congregation 
RE:  Report of the Nominating Committee to the Congregation 
DATE: April 13, 2023 
 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to present its nominees for the June 2023 election cycle to the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock. These candidates share a willingness to give their time and talents to 
serving their fellow congregants. They were chosen because of their demonstrated leadership and sustained 
commitment to our UU Principles.  
 
The Nominating Committee spoke with members of the Board of Trustees, and with our Ministers, in order to gain a 
better understanding of the preferred skill sets and interpersonal qualities expected of candidates. We discussed all 
candidates received from electronic and mail-in submissions and those generated by members of the Nominating 
Committee itself.   
 
After carefully reviewing the qualifications of each of the candidates and considering the current needs of the Board 
of Trustees, as well as next year's Nominating Committee, we propose to the Congregation the slate of candidates 
(next page) and recommend that these nominees be elected at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 4, 2023. 
Nominee self-written biographies are also included.  
 
If members of the Congregation wish to propose an additional person (who has been a member of UUCSR for three 
consecutive years at the time the term of office commences) for nomination for any of the positions listed below, 
they will need to adhere to the process according to Bylaw Article VI Nominations: 
 
 Section 6.4 Additional Nominations 

Additional nominations for all elective positions, including those for the Nominating Committee itself, may be 
made by written petition of at least thirty (30) members and with the consent of the nominee(s). Such 
petition(s), along with the nominees’ qualifications, must be filed with the Secretary not less than thirty (30) 
days prior to the meeting at which elections will take place. Such additional nominations and qualifications 
shall be included in the notice of the meeting at which elections will take place. 
 
Should a vacancy occur in the proposed slate within 30 days of the Annual Meeting, the submission of 
nominee(s) for this position by petition will be allowed when submitted. 
 
No nominations shall be valid except those carried out by the above procedures. 
 

We would like to express our deepest thanks and appreciation to all who took the time to engage in the nominating 
process, and especially to those who have agreed to serve on a governing board or the Nominating Committee. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
2022–2023 Nominating Committee 
Dana Gumb, Ellie Kantor, Klaus Masuch, Chair, Catherine Ripley, Carryover 
Monica Schlichting, Cheryl Schwab and Deborah Swartz 

 

mailto:uucsr@uucsr.org


Nominating Committee Slate to Congregation 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

PRESIDENT:  Chris Hilke   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2025 
 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Aimee Ripley   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2025 
 
TERM TRUSTEE:  Bill Carmody   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2024  (to fill the unexpired term of  

          Robin Finnan-Jones) 

 
TERM TRUSTEE:  Carole Alexander  7.1.2023 – 6.30.2025 (to fill the unexpired term of  

          Maryann Zappulla) 
 
TERM TRUSTEE:  Riki Birk    7.1.2023 – 6.30.2025 (to fill unexpired term of  

          Aimee Ripley) 

 
TERM TRUSTEE: Claudia Barbey   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2026  (completed unexpired term of 

        Rick Van Dyke, eligible for own term)  
                        
TERM TRUSTEE:  Marvin Brown   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2026 
 
TERM TRUSTEE: Ursula Salamone   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2026 (completed unexpired term of 

          Marsha Stone, eligible for own term) 
 

VEATCH BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

GOVERNOR:  Janet Bendowitz   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2026 (eligible for 2nd term) 
 
GOVERNOR:  Barbara Grosmark  7.1.2023 – 6.30.2026 (eligible for 2nd term) 
 
GOVERNOR:  Diane Lombardy   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2026 (eligible for 2nd term) 
 
GOVERNOR:  Ron Roel   7.1.2023 – 6.30.2026 (eligible for 2nd term)) 
                   

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
MEMBER:  Sandra Frank   6.4.2023 – June 2024 Annual Meeting 
 
MEMBER:  Hallie Lipman   6.4.2023 – June 2024 Annual Meeting 
 
MEMBER:  Debra Nerud   6.4.2023 – June 2024 Annual Meeting    
 
MEMBER:  Gerry Matusiewicz   6.4.2023 – June 2024 Annual Meeting 
 
MEMBER:  Cheryl Schwab, Carryover 6.4.2023 – June 2024 Annual Meeting 
 
MEMBER:  Laura Torff   6.4.2023 – June 2024 Annual Meeting 
 
MEMBER:  Judith Wylie-Rosett  6.4.2023 – June 2024 Annual Meeting 



Nominating Committee’s Slate of Candidates 2023 – 2024 
 
 
PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2025) 
Chris Hilke 
 
Chris is a second-generation Unitarian Universalist.  She grew up at Unity Church-Unitarian in St. Paul, 
MN, is a product of their RE program, was President of their Youth of Unity (YOU) teen group, a member 
of the youth choir and directed the Christmas pageant for several years. 
 
She received a BS from the University of Minnesota with a dual major in costume design and 
marketing/management.  In addition, Chris has an MA in historic preservation from the George 
Washington University and a certificate of merit in floral design from Longwood Gardens arboretum 
outside Philadelphia.   
 
Chris signed the membership book at Shelter Rock in the fall of 2015.  Since then, she has chaired the 
Publicity and Promotions Committee and co-chaired the planning committee for three summer concerts 
as well as the 75th Anniversary Gala.  She has served on the Board for the past four years; two years as 
Trustee and two as Vice President. 
 
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2025) 
Aimee Vella Ripley 
 
Aimee was born in Rochester, Michigan where she lived before her family relocated to eastern 
Pennsylvania. After graduating from the University of Pittsburgh, Aimee moved to New York City and 
eventually to Long Island. 
 
Not being from Long Island, Aimee wanted to connect with the area and find a community for her and 
her then 5-year-old son. After some encouragement from her mother, who by then was a member of the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Rockport, Massachusetts, Aimee explored UU Congregations on 
Long Island and quickly found that UUCSR and its members felt like a natural fit. Not long after signing 
the book in 2018, Aimee began to sit in on Membership Committee meetings and sing with the choir. 
Shortly thereafter, she joined the Religious Education (RE) Committee. In 2022, Aimee joined the Board 
of Trustees at UUCSR. 
 
In her professional life, Aimee serves as a Vice President of Research at The Harris Poll, a market research 
and analytics company. At Harris, Aimee leads research engagements for a variety of clients primarily in 
the health and wellness space. Her work for her clients has been cited in academic journals, articles, 
news programs including the NBC's Meet the Press, on The Today Show, a monologue for The Late Show 
with Stephen Colbert, and was even memeified. The research she has conducted as been used to 
educate, help empower people to improve their health, as well as pass public health legislation. In 
addition to her research duties at Harris, Aimee is involved in operational strategy and 
personnel development. While research is her passion, the most rewarding part of her job is helping to 
create and foster a healthy, supportive environment within which her team can flourish.  
 
Aimee currently resides in Brookville with her absolute pride and joy, her son, Jackson, as well as their 
beloved cat, Kitty. 
 
 
 
 



TERM TRUSTEE 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2024) To fill the unexpired term of Robin Finnan-Jones 
Bill Carmody 
 
The purpose of Bill’s life is to be an inspirational leader who solves problems and creates breakthroughs 
for himself and others. His second book, the Three Rules of Marriage (available at the UUCSR bookstore), 
is a bestseller. Bill Carmody is the Chief Coaching Officer for Positive Intelligence. He is on a mission to 
bring mental fitness to at least 10 million people by 2029. To date, more than 40,000 coaches (over half 
of all coaches) have participated in Positive Intelligence’s foundational work in mental fitness.  
 
Bill Carmody is a former columnist for both Inc and Forbes Magazines, having written over 350 articles. 
He has spoken at dozens of industry conferences across the globe. Bill is a highly sought after trainer and 
a Professional Certified Coach (PCC) with the International Coaching Federation (ICF). He works with 
world-changing visionaries who are brave enough to build a better future.  
 
At UUCSR, Bill has been a Senior Seminar Advisor for the past 16 years. He’s chaired both the Committee 
on Ministry as well as the Publicity & Promotions councils. He was married at UUCSR on September 3, 
2000, and became a member in 1998 (over 25 years). His children, Will Carmody (18) and Violet 
Carmody (16) have been part of the Religious Education program from their earliest memories. The 
Carmody family is active in the All-Congregation retreat and has attended most years. 
 
TERM TRUSTEE 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2025) To fill the unexpired term of Maryann Zappulla 
Carole Alexander 

 
Carole has been a member of the congregation since it was located on Plandome Road. She left the 
Catholic church at age 13 (to the dismay of her Italian immigrant family) to seek a faith that would be 
more meaningful to her. Delighted to find tolerance and inclusiveness among the UUs, she enrolled both 
of her children in RE and Camp Unirondack, and Star Island followed. 
 
Carole spent 14 years on the Investment Committee, at separate times, building the endowment 
portfolio. She co-founded and was Co-Chair of the UUCSR Women’s Investment Network (WIN), teaching 
women members how to invest. Carole then served as an At-Large member of the Large Grants Advisory 
Group and became Chair. She was on the Veatch Board of Governors for 5 years, Chaired the Veatch BOG 
and served on the UUA President’s Council. Carole was on the Advisory Board of the UU-UNO (the 
United Nations office of the UUA) and a member of the Stewardship Committee for 2 years. In July 2021, 
she became Chair of the newly formed Endowment Committee. Carole also created a map and updated 
the listings of the stones in the Memorial Garden!  
 
Carole’s BA/MA are in Mathematics/Nuclear Physics from the UC Berkeley. But her real education was in 
activism, having been part of the Free Speech Movement. Her career was as a Marketing Executive in the 
technology industry, and she owned her own marketing consulting company. 
 
Carole is retired and has 10 grandchildren and 2 cats. She is active in social justice non-profits in the 
Manhasset community and loves to travel, having visited 30 countries on 4 continents. 
 
TERM TRUSTEE 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2025) To fill the unexpired term of Aimee Vella Ripley 
Erika Birk 
 
Riki has been a member of UUCSR since November 1997. She currently serves on the Worship 
Committee, the Ministerial Search Committee (for Minister for Member and Community Engagement), 
and the Caring Committee, where she has been a member since 2011. As part of Caring, Riki is active in 



Love and Stitches, Caring Chefs, and the Birthday Cake Celebrations, which she hosts seasonally. 
 
Riki attended 2003 General Assembly in Boston, both as a Delegate and a Youth Chaperone. She has 
served on the Nominating Committee, the Committee on Ministry, and the Religious Education (RE) 
Committee. Riki was a RE co-teacher, substitute teacher, and a RE Desk Greeter. She helped maintain the 
RE photo displays, still volunteers at the RE Holiday Decorations Party, and was active in the inception of 
the RE Children’s Art Gallery. 
 
Riki recently retired as an Attorney’s Assistant, serving for over 45 years in the Nassau County Court 
System. While there, a good portion of her time was spent as an advocate for families of murder victims. 
She and her husband, Stu of 40 years, live in Albertson and have two, wonderful, grown children, Jenny 
and Mike, both of whom went through the RE program at UUCSR. Riki is the proud grandmother of 
Emma who recently turned 1. 
 
TERM TRUSTEE 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2026) Completed unexpired term of Rick Van Dyke, eligible for own term 
Claudia Barbey 

 
Claudia has been a member of our Congregation for 20+ years.  She and her husband Scott originally 
learned of the Congregation through Mary Grassie and came seeking non-dogmatic religious education 
for their children.  Over the years, they have forged strong, lasting relationships with many UUCSR 
members. Claudia is most active on Racial Justice, Green Sanctuary and Membership. 
 
Serving on the Religious Education Committee, Claudia helped organize many Homecomings, year-end 
picnics and often helped chaperone or cook for Youth Conferences. She has also served on the Religious 
Education teaching teams for 2nd Grade Free to Believe and 5th Grade Bibleodeon for over ten years.  
This year Claudia is part of the 5th Grade teaching team, featuring a new curriculum, Sing to the Power.  A 
curriculum designed to help participants realize their own power and become leaders. 
 
Claudia served on the Financial Development Committee and became chair of the committee from 2010-
2012, during which she focused on an information campaign to understand “why we pledge.”  Claudia 
has also served on the Nominating Committee, Stewardship Committee and the Member Resource 
Committee.  She has enjoyed serving on the Board of Trustees in the place of Rick Van Dyke, and now 
seeks her own 3 year term. 
 
TERM TRUSTEE 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2026)  
Marvin Brown 
 
While on a family vacation trip to Jamaica Marvin needed to inform his parents of the need to relocate, 
leaving the Adjunct Lectureship that he so enjoyed at Hunter College of CUNY as well as the loft he'd 
been working in. It was at that juncture that Marvin discovered Southern Rhode Island as a place to work 
as he had been in an exhibition there with the artist Mary Miss as part of their summer teaching 
program at the University of Rhode Island. Their work was shown together as a part of the Whitney 
Museum's Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Sculpture in 1970 and from that date he had 
the opportunity to consider the architectural ingredient that was endemic to those artists working 
outside of galleries and the commercial realm. It was the summer visit to Kingston, Rhode Island that he 
met the architect and planner; John Grefalconi, who later introduced me to Unitarian Universalism via 
members of the Westminster Congregation (formed in 1828) of East Greenwich, Rl. 
The eventual move to California accelerated the artistic process for him which later solidified in the UK. 
There remained meditative and on the edge of "wholelistic" works which were to give rise to more 
elemental geometric forms wedded to a rather abstract space at times when formally presented. An 
exhibition at the Hayden Gallery of MIT during 1975 was the culmination of an effort related to both 



places. Other works were shown over time at John Kasmin's Garage Art, Ltd. In Covent Garden. While in 
the UK Marvin was an applicant for an Assistant Professorship at Brown University for which he was 
hired, remaining there for five years at the University College. In the middle of that experience, he 
traveled to Melbourne, Australia as a Fulbright Senior Scholar in the Fine Arts for four months, 
presenting lectures throughout the country, including Tasmania during which time an exhibition and 
catalogue was in preparation for the Victorian College of the Arts. Mr. Barry Tuckwell (English horn 
player) was also an Artist-in-Residence in that program. 
 
His return from Australia allowed him to visit Japan and the former Soviet Union as a solitary traveler 
brandishing a letter of introduction from the Australian-USSR Friendship Society given to his advance of 
travel by their Melbourne office. 
 
TERM TRUSTEE 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2026) Completed unexpired term of Marsha Stone, eligible for own term 
Ursula Salamone 
 
Ursula Salamone has been searching for meaning and truth her entire adult life. She first formally joined 
a Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in 2006. She has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh 
and a master’s degree from Long Island University. The majority of her working years were as a Human 
Resources professional.  
 
Upon retiring from her Human Resources career in 2013, she returned to her childhood home in 
Whitestone NY and joined the UUCSR. Since joining she has served on the Personnel Committee as both 
chair and secretary. She has been on the Book Store Committee and is a member of the Women’s Group. 
Most recently, she is completing a one-year term on the Board of Trustees. 
 
VEATCH BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2026) TERM II 
Janet Bendowitz 
 
Janet Bendowitz joined the Shelter Rock Congregation in 2012 and immediately joined the choir, which 
continues to be a most wonderful spiritual and musical journey. Since becoming a congregational 
member, Janet has served joyfully on many committees, initially including the Large Grants Committee, 
Caring Committee, Finance Committee, Ministerial Committee and the newly formed Transition Team. 
She is also currently serving as a Worship Assistant.  
 
Originally from England, where she achieved an Honors Masters Degree in Experimental and 
Developmental Psychology. Janet met her future husband whilst an au pair in Roslyn Heights in the 
summer of 1969. They married in 1970 and Janet then relocated to live in Queens eventually being 
blessed with two daughters and three grandchildren, who live in Boston and Chicago., 
 
Janet graduated from Queens College with a Masters degree in Education, Now retired, she became a 
primary school teacher in the New York City schools for 30 years. She also became an Adjunct with the 
New York State and New York City school system, facilitating Masters level graduate courses in Special 
Education and Teaching Methodology. 
 
Participating in, and contributing to, her community is a constant in Janet’s life.  She served for ten years 
on the Board of Directors of the Cooperative development where she lives. One of her proudest 
moments was testifying at City Hall. This led to the reinstatement of nearby State Park trails and playing 
fields, which had been previously used by the Department of Transportation as a center for trucks and 
tarmac production. She was part of the solution for relocating this facility and restoring the 
neighborhood for the enjoyment of the community. 
 



Janet recently relocated to MA but remains active online as well as in-person. 
 
VEATCH BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2026) TERM II 
Barbara Grosmark 
 
Barbara joined the UU Congregation on Plandome Road in Manhasset, (now known as UU Congregation 
at Shelter Rock) and has never looked back. A past President of the Congregation, and Vice President and 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees, she has chaired the Music, Building and Grounds, Membership, 
Bylaws, Denominational Affairs, and Nominating Committees, and the Veatch Board of Governors.  She 
taught second grade and Senior Seminar in the RE program. She has served on a Music Director and an 
Interim Minister Search Committee, a Ministerial Intern Committee, and the Shelter Rock Building 
Committee. She has served on various AD HOC committees. As Vice President she was Chair of the 
Program Council, and served on the Housing Board, and the Financial Development Committee.  
 
VEATCH BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2026) TERM II 
Diane Lombardy 
 
Diane lives in Great Neck and is a retired pediatrician.  Her daughter, Emma, was part of the RE program 
and became a member of the congregation at 16. Diane was raised in this congregation, went through 
the RE program in Plandome and has very fine memories of that time having kept close friendships with 
several of the people she met while there. 
 
After several years away during her young adult years (but still in touch via the Quest) she returned to 
Long Island and became an active member again.  She was a member of the Women’s Group Board and 
served as its Vice President and President, taught the fourth and ninth grade OWL classes, was an 
advisor in Senior Seminar, taught 5th grade bibleodeon and served on the RE committee for 4 years.   
She also served on the Committee on Ministry, on the UUCSR Board of Trustees and was the chair of the 
Caring Committee.  
 
Diane is presently on the Veatch Board of Governors, the Caring Committee and the Membership 
Committee. Diane regularly attends Star Island and considers it a second home.; she has also visited and 
stayed in touch with a socially active UU congregation in Mexico she’d love to tell you about. Diane finds 
her involvement in UUCSR spiritually fulfilling, intellectually stimulating and has made her closest friends 
here.  
 
VEATCH BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
(7.1.2023–6.30.2026) TERM II 
Ronald Roel 
 
Ron is a veteran journalist, podcast host and author who specializes in aging and intergenerational 
issues, with a particular interest in supporting family caregivers and the professional caregiving 
community. A former Newsday reporter and editor for almost 20 years, Ron helped found the weekly 
Act2 retirement planning section. Subsequently, as president of Roel Resources, an editorial consulting 
firm, he has written the Caregiving Navigator, a comprehensive resource guide for caregivers throughout 
Long Island. He also has created a nationwide weekly internet radio show, 45 Forward, which is designed 
to help people prepare for their later years, integrating components of health, finance, relationships, 
housing, work, and personal pursuits to create rewarding experiences throughout life. Ron has been an 
active advocacy volunteer for AARP, currently serving as a member of AARP New York’s Executive 
Committee, advocating for senior causes and benefits as a member of AARP Long Island, writing articles 
and promoting AARP’s Age-Friendly Communities initiative. He serves as a volunteer community 
educator for the Alzheimer’s Association’s Long Island chapter and previously served as an advisor to the 



Glen Cove Senior Center’s Campaign Against Dementia initiative. 
  
For several years, he held a senior management position in the Marketing and Communications Office of 
the City University of New York. He also has taught courses in “News Literacy” and “The History and 
Future of the American Press” at Stony Brook University’s Journalism School. Ron is a graduate of Yale 
College and the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Pennsylvania. He and his wife, 
Betty Ann, have 26-year-old fraternal twin sons and live in Glen Cove. 
 
At UUCSR, Ron has served as President and Vice president of the Congregation and a member of the 
Board of Trustees. He is currently a member of the Veatch Board of Governors and has been a member 
of several committees, including the Socially Responsible Investment Subcommittee, the Large Grants 
Review Committee, the Transition Committee for the Interim Religious Education Minister; the Senior 
Ministry Review and Renewal Committee; and the Ministerial Transition Task Force. He taught second 
grade in the Religious Education Program and led a conversational Spanish class in the Adult Education 
Program. In addition, Ron has served on the Board of Trustees of the UU Metro District; the Steering 
Committee of the Metro District’s Long Island Leadership Institute; and as Veatch Partner to the Long 
Island Unitarian Universalist Fund. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(6.4.2023 - Annual Meeting 2024) 
Sandra Hazel Altman-Frank 
 
Sandra.... wife, mother, grandmother, daughter, sister, niece, cousin, aunt, friend. She identifies as the 
sum of those personas, her education, life experience and still growing. She strongly believes in "right 
relations," meaning being respectful to one another in community at all times even when disagreeing.  
 
This quote by Dorothy Day helps describe her personal philosophy that guides her approach to living 
"People say, what is the sense of our small effort? They may not see that we must lay one brick at a time, 
take one step at a time. No one should sit down and feel hopeless. There is too much work to do." Her 
credo "To do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with thy God." 
 
A member of UUCSR for 16 years, she has been a volunteer from the beginning involved in many 
activities. To name some ... co-chair of the 75th Anniversary Gala; chair of 75th Anniversary Year 
celebratory events committee including the Peter Yarrow concert; Housing Board member; General 
Assembly delegate; Board Member of UU Women's Association NY Metro district, co-organized and led 6 
UUWA Annual Retreat weekends; Small Group Ministry facilitator; with her husband Ed officiated UUCSR 
Seder 2013, 2014. UUCSR Committees: Review & Renewal of Senior Ministry; Futures; Nominating; 
Women's Group President; Worship Committee chair; Mental Health sub-committee chair; Member 
Resource; Membership; Adult Programs. chaired many events at UUCSR through Women's Group and 
other committee involvement; has written columns for the QUEST.  
 
Currently happily involved with ... Women's Group Board, WG Women's Talk Daytime facilitator, 
Membership, Worship, Worship Associate, Lifespan Religious Education, Caring, Social Justice, Mental 
Health sub-committee chair. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(6.4.2023 - Annual Meeting 2024) 
Hallie Lipman 
 
Hallie has been a self-employed piano tuner for about twenty-five years.  She is also the owner and 
manager of residential real estate since 2014.  Hallie graduated college as an Elementary Education 
major with a minor in Journalism. After college graduation she worked in college textbook publishing, 
office copier sales and costume jewelry wholesale.  Hallie learned to tune pianos in 1990 and started her 



own business of Piano Tuning and Repairs. Now, she also owns and manages Residential Real 
Estate.  Hallie studied American Sign Language years ago, and now, she privately studies voice.          
 
Presently, Hallie sings with two choruses and still has two living parents in their nineties. 
 
Hallie would like to work with the Nominating Committee because she believes that she knows many of 
the members of the congregation and has some familiarity with many of their talents.   In working with 
that committee, she could make some good recommendations regarding members' talents and likely 
contributions to our congregation.   
 
She would like to serve the congregation in this way. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(6.4.2023 - Annual Meeting 2024) 
Debra Nerud 
 
Debra has been a member of the congregation for 23 years.  She and her late husband, Jan Nerud, 
learned of the congregation when they were seeking a liberal, non-dogmatic religious home in which to 
raise their children. Debra has always been in search of a more open eclectic spiritual path for her and 
her family. 
 
Their first experience with UU was their Baby Naming & Dedication Ceremony of their eldest daughter 
Brianna, by Rev. Barry Andrews. 
 
Over the years their family regularly attended the All-Congregation Retreats at Silver Bay, or Stony 
Point.  A couple of years before the pandemic, Debra began singing with the “Retreat Choir” at Silver 
Bay.  Debra finally joined the Sunday Choir in September 2018 with the encouragement of Stephen 
Michael Smith.  
 
Spirituality has always been a cornerstone in Debra’s life and UUCSR is her and her family’s religious 
home. Besides singing in the choir for Worship every Sunday, Debra has participated in Small Group 
Ministry, Soulful Sundown and many events at our congregation. Debra is looking forward to serving on 
the Nominating Committee.   
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(6.4.2023 - Annual Meeting 2024) 
Gerald Matusiewicz 
 

Gerry was introduced to UUCSR in 2010 and has been a member for about 8 years. He was an engineer 
at IBM East Fishkill, retired in 2015. He is a member of the Men's Group and chaired the Men's Group 
during CY 2018 and 2019. He was also a member of the Buildings and Grounds Committee and chaired 
that committee during CY 2020 and 2021.  
 
He enjoys walking and is a member of Shorewalkers, a Manhattan-based walking organization. He is also 
a member of a Rotary Club in Poughkeepsie. He travels between Poughkeepsie, Brooklyn and Port 
Washington. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(6.4.2023 - Annual Meeting 2024) 
Cheryl Schwab, carryover 
 
Cheryl, Allen and their daughter have been UUCSR members since November 2001. Cheryl’s favorite 
activities are walking and cooking. She said she hopes to learn golf now that she is retired.  



 
While at UU, she met many UU Congregants. Among her activities but not a complete list, Cheryl was a 
member of the 75th UUCSR Gala Planning Committee. She attended Rev Paul Johnson’s book group and 
Friday Night movies & discussion. She cooked for the INN. She was a regular participant in the UU 
Dramatic Readings. She was a RE parent from 2000 to 2012. She is a member of Women’s Group and 
served on their board when head of the former Women’s Investment Network. She has with Allen 
attended the Men’s Group events over many years. She regularly attends the fall opening UU Picnic. 
Cheryl attended conflict skills seminar held at UU.  
 
Cheryl served as chair of former budgets, investment and a leader of WIN. Cheryl’s work had included 
but not limited to stewardship, SRI, the investment committee and the Investment Task Force. Cheryl is 
currently on the Veatch Board. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(6.4.2023 - Annual Meeting 2024) 
Laura Torff 
 
Laura first attended UUCSR in 1997 and became a member in 2005.  Laura and her husband (Bruce) have 
two children (Allison, Avery) who went through the UUCSR Religious Education Program.  Laura currently 
serves on the Religious Education Committee, All-Congregational Retreat Working Group, the Rev. Dr. 
Christine M. Wetzel Memorial Scholarship Sub-Committee and is a past member of the Housing Board of 
Directors, Art Committee and Committee to Review the Lead Minister.  Laura has served as a Worship 
Assistant and has been a volunteer for Midnight Run, the Homecoming/Bridging Picnics, and Cabaret at 
the Rock,   Laura is also a current member of the UUCSR Choir, Jazz Band, Summer Orchestra, and Any 
Given Sunday Band.   
 
Laura is employed as the Education Director of the Lutheran School of Flushing and Bayside Universal 
Preschool Program.  In addition to her activity at UUCSR and work in early childhood education, Laura 
enjoys running, gardening and playing the flute. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(6.4.2023 - Annual Meeting 2024) 
Judith Wylie-Rosett 
 
Since joining the Congregation 15 years ago, Judy has participated in a wide range of UUCSR programs 
and service activities. She has served as Chair of the Social Justice Committee and of the Green 
Sanctuary Committee as well as President of the Women’s Group. Her past committee responsibilities 
have also included serving on the Religious Education and Member Resource Committees as well as the 
Nominating Committee.  
 
Her current UUCSR activities include religious education teaching (6th grade Questing Year) and serving 
on the Women’s Group Board (Ad Hoc member).  Judy renewed her commitment to address systemic 
inequity through the Social Justice Committee and joined the Racial Justice Sub-Committee. More 
recently, she joined the Men’s Group and looks forward to increasing internal collaboration among 
UUCSR committees as well as external collaborations.  
 
In 2022, Judy retired and became Professor Emerita at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the 
Bronx. As emerita faculty, she continues to mentor students and junior faculty, whose research focuses 
on reducing health disparities. 
   
 
 
 


