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Dear Community, 
 
Almost a year ago, I celebrated my 60th birthday. On that occasion, a number 
of people got together and made plans for me to leave the country. I was a little 
suspicious until I was assured that it was to be a round-trip ticket. 

And so, after all these years, I made my first pilgrimage to Rome in the 
company of Deacon Al, Father Abelardo Cobos and many parishioners from 
Prince of Peace. I had the privilege of attending an audience with the Pope, 
celebrating Mass in many of the great basilicas and shrines and seeing some 
of the most awesome faith-based works of art in the world.

And never for a moment was I as touched or as blessed as I am when I 
am here at Prince of Peace with all of you.

The power of this community is visible when we celebrate Eucharist...baptize 
at the Easter Vigil... help people to be set free on the ACTS retreats...walk with 
our sons, brothers and fathers as they discern vocations to Holy Orders...care 
for the tide of suffering human beings brought to our doors by the economy, 
mental illness, homelessness, hurricanes, disease...and as we fall to our knees 
in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  

There is no place on earth where I have felt the active Presence of God 
more than right here in our own parish.

As you’ll read about in this annual report, the gifts you have brought in service, 
financial generosity and shared worship have truly blessed us all. God has 
anointed and multiplied the effects of your offerings and used them powerfully 
in the lives of those you know and the hearts of those you may never meet.

It’s about living the Cross of Jesus Christ, our Prince of Peace.

The Cross soars high above the Basilica of St. Paul in Rome and churches 
throughout the world. The Cross forms the heart and soul of our new parish 
logo. 

The Cross stands at the center of our worship, blesses the rooms in which we 
are formed in the faith and truly lives in our hearts as we serve those in need 
and share the Gospel with the world.

In this Year of St. Paul which has now come to an end, we have been reminded 
that we have no glory except in that Cross, the altar and throne of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God bless each of you who have claimed that Cross as your own 
and acclaimed that Cross to the world in your generous support and service of 
this community of Prince of Peace. 
 
Father John

A

Letter

from our

Pastor
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Outreach

•	 We	served	an	additional	600	people	in	a	two	week	period	last	September	in	response	to	
Hurricane	Ike,	bringing	our	monthly	total	of	people	served	to	approximately	1,600.

•	 For	a	second	year,	we	coordinated	a	Parish-based	mission	trip	to	Santa	Cruz	del	Quiche,	
Guatemala,	to	expand	our	mission	work	in	several	small	communities.

•	 The	newly	formed	Respect	Life	Committee	coordinated	an	extremely	successful	mailing	
campaign,	with	close	to	3,500	postcards	sent	to	legislators	encouraging	them	to	vote	
against	the	Freedom	of	Choice	Act	that	would	eliminate	all	legal	protections/controls	
associated	with	abortion.	

A House Built on Stone

The Outreach Ministry managed the funding 
and building of a Habitat for Humanity 
house with seven area churches, with our 
parishioners raising $10,000 for materials and 
providing 30 workers for several weekends.  
Deacon Chuck Butler dedicated the land on 
which the house was built.

Pastoral Care Ministry

•	 The	Parish	Nurse	Ministry	provided	many	services,	such	as	blood	drives,	flu	shots,	
CPR	classes	and	health	seminars	dedicated	to	promoting	the	health	of	the	members	of	
our	faith	community	through	education,	advocacy	and	service,	while	incorporating	our	
spiritual	values.

•	 The	St.	Gianni	(Angels	of	God)	support	group,	which	was	started	this	year	by	the	Catholic	
Daughters	of	the	Americas	Court	of	the	Holy	Family	#	2597	to	support	families	who	have	
experienced	the	loss	of	a	child	through	a	miscarriage,	held	its	first	remembrance	Mass	in	
December.	

“A Gathering Place” helps those with disabilities

Pastoral Care’s “A Gathering Place” program in its second year helped people with 
various disabilities, such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s or other medical conditions that 
restrict them from engaging in social activities, as well as provided respite for caretakers. 
Ten participants were welcomed into a warm, loving, relaxed and safe environment with 
many fun programs, including interactive conversations, memory enhancing activities, 
music time, chair exercises, bingo and other games.

Outreach Ministry

Brown Bag Lenten Project

Christmas Adopt-a-Family Program

Day of Penance & Prayer

Disaster Response

Easter Brunch

Emergency Financial/Referral  
Assistance 

English Classes

Food Pantry

Gabriel Project

Habitat for Humanity

Mission to Guatemala

Monthly Food Distribution

Respect for Human Life Initiatives

Sandwich Lunch Makers

School Supply Drive

Sister Parish Relations

Thanksgiving Loaves & Fishes  
Dinner Program

Voter Registration

Pastoral Care Ministry

Anointing of the Sick

Bereavement Support Group

Blood Drives

Blood Pressure Checks

CPR Training

First Friday Mass Remembrance

Funeral Arrangements

Gathering Place

Health Seminars

Healing Mass

Parish Nurse Ministry

St. Gianni Ministry

Sacramental Ministers to the Sick
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Financial Report for Fiscal Year 
Ending June 30, 2009

To	our	Prince	of	Peace	Community:

Thank	you	for	your	generosity	in	supporting	Prince	of	Peace	
Catholic	Community	during	this	last	fiscal	year	with	your	prayers,	
financial	resources,	talents,	and	time.		As	you	look	through	this	
annual	report,	remember:	Your	support	makes	possible	everything	
Prince	of	Peace	community	does.

This	year	has	been	a	year	of	challenges	for	all	of	us.	Hurricane	
Ike	disrupted	our	lives	for	a	time	in	the	fall,	but	while	you	were	
inconvenienced	and	uncomfortable,	you	also	were	resilient	
and	faithful.	The	economy	declined	sharply,	but	again,	you	
demonstrated	your	priorities	and	the	strength	of	your	faith,	
continuing	your	financial	support	in	spite	of	these	difficulties.	
It	is	a	testament	to	your	faith	that	the	total	offerings	amount	in	
the	accompanying	statement	is	within	one	percent	of	budget.	In	
times	of	difficulty,	as	well	as	good	times,	you	make	it	possible	for	
Prince	of	Peace	to	continue	operating	and	providing	ministries.	
You	make	God’s	work	possible.

We	are	a	growing	community	and	we	are	in	need	of	everyone’s	
support	to	keep	our	parish	strong	and	vital.	Our	budget	for	the	
current	fiscal	year	is	$75,000	a	week,	a	four	percent	increase	over	
the	past	year.	This	provides	an	increase	in	parish	ministries	and	
funds	our	increased	operating	expenses.	Operating	expenses	are	
monitored,	but	as	an	example,	one	result	of	Ike	was	a	substantial	
increase	in	our	property	insurance	premiums.	The	budget	also	
includes	$600,000	for	debt	reduction	and	$120,000	to	meet	the	
Archdiocese’s	requirement	that	each	parish	maintains	a	reserve	
for	that	parish’s	own	facility	maintenance.	The	Finance	Council	is	
responsible	to	ensure	that	your	offerings	are	used	appropriately	in	
supporting	our	church	and	its	many	ministries

Prince	of	Peace	also	can	be	proud	of	the	success	of	the	first	
phase	of	our	long-range	master	plan	for	the	expansion	of	our	
facilities.	As	the	phase	one	capital	campaign	wound	down	this	
year,	we	found	ourselves	tracking	on	target	with	our	financial	
projections.	Over	98	percent	of	pledges	have	been	paid	and	our	
outstanding	debt	is	at	the	level	we	expected.	Our	loan	is	locked	in	
at	an	extraordinarily	low	interest	rate	and	we	continue	to	reduce	
it	on	schedule.	We	are	“on	plan”	and	are	cautiously	positioning	
ourselves	for	a	time	when	economic	conditions	allow	us	to	
consider	the	next	phase	of	our	master	plan.

Looking	ahead,	we	are	planning	for	the	continuing	growth	of	our	
parish.	We	have	grown	by	1,000	households	in	just	the	last	four	
years!	All	considerations	of	further	expansion	of	our	facilities	
will,	as	always,	be	underwritten	with	a	viable	financial	plan.

Thank	you	for	your	stewardship.	The	gifts	that	you	entrusted	to	
this	community	have	touched	many	lives	during	the	past	year.	
You	are	Prince	of	Peace.

Prince	of	Peace	Finance	Council

P.S.	Many	are	not	aware	that	our	parish	offers	automatic	
fund	transfer	from	your	bank	account	as	well	as	credit	card	
contributions.	If	you	would	like	to	take	advantage	of	one	of	these	
convenient	ways	to	contribute,	please	e-mail	Lilia	Berkley	at	
lberkley@pophouston.org	or	call	her	at	the	parish	office	at	(281)	
469-2686	(ext.	217).

Sources and Disposition of Funds
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6/30/09 6/30/10

 Actual Budget

Revenue  

Sunday/Holy Day Offering 3798 3,975

Other Revenue 30 35

Total Revenue  4,010

Parish Operations  

Plant Operations/Maintenance 1,068 
1,027

Parish Administration 1,058 846

Pastoral General 260 319

Total Parish Operations 2,386 2,192

Ministries (net of user fees)  

Faith Formation 148 144

Worship 241 251

Youth 111 114

Outreach 106 117

Pastoral Care 12 12

Community Life 50 57

Total Ministries 668 695

Building Debt Service 400 600

Diocesan/Other Obligations  

Capital Renewal 120 120

Cathidraticum 401 378

DSF Shortfall 13 25

Total Diocesan/Other 534 523

Total Expenditures 3,988 4,010

Net Cash Flow  0

Recorded Special Gifts 2008-2009  

Diocesan Service Fund 356,000 

St. Mary’s Seminary 39,000 

Missionary Appeal 12,000 

Other Appeals (15) 71,000 

Total Special Gifts 478,000
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Worship Ministry

Adoration

Art and Environment

Baptism

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Children’s Masses and liturgies

Choirs (9)

Communal Anointing

Communal Penance

Confirmation Liturgy

Cultural-specific liturgical 
celebrations (Simbang gabi, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe)

First Friday Masses

First Eucharist Liturgies 

Funerals

Greeters

Instrumentalists

Liturgical Ministers’ training

Marriage Preparation

Mass:  weekend, weekday, holy 
days, healing

Ministry Coordinators Committee  
(for 15-plus coordinators)

Prayer Groups (Adult)

Resource for Prayer Experiences

All Sacramental preparation & 
celebrations

Worship Ministry

•	 We	provided	sacred	and	inspirational	liturgies	for	more	than	600,000	people	in	950	
Masses,	many	that	filled	the	church	to	building	capacity.

•	 To	conduct	these	liturgies,	devoted	volunteer	ministers	served	in	the	more	than	35,000	
liturgical	assignments,	with	several	new	ministers	joining	as	a	result	of	a	campaign	
inviting	the	faithful	to	answer	their	call	to	ministry.

•	 Sixty-eight	couples	were	united	in	marriage	in	the	main	church	or	new	Mary	Chapel.

•	 For	children	up	to	age	seven,	more	than	460	were	baptized,	and	145	youth	and	adults	
were	confirmed.

Call of the Faithful

The Worship Ministry launched a 
new initiative focusing on the call to 
spirituality through ministering to the 
faithful. The goal is to educate ministers 
on how they can project and extend 
the effect of the liturgical experience 
into their everyday lives. Spiritual 
Direction, Adoration, Days of Prayer, 
Lectio Divina, an e-ministry of personal 
reflections, and Acolytes in Eucharistic 
Reposition are offered for spiritual 
development.

Weekly Offerings
94%

Holy Days Offerings
5%

Other Revenue
1%

Plant Operations
25%

Diocesan Obligations
13%

Sources of Funds Budgeted for Fiscal Year 2010
Total $4 Million 

Uses of Funds Budgeted for Fiscal Year 2010
Total $4 Million  

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010 

Debt Service
15%

Pastoral General
8%Ministries

18%
Parish

Administration
21%

Parish Operations
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Faith Formation Ministry

•	 The	Lenten	Parish	Mission	featured	Father	Bruce	Nieli,	CSP,	who	spoke	about	the	Year	of	
St.	Paul	to	a	full	church	each	of	the	four	evening	sessions	in	both	English	and	Spanish,	and	
challenged	us	through	sharing	of	the	scriptures	and	very	moving	personal	experiences.

•	 A	three-semester	program	was	started,	Formation	Toward	Christian	Ministry	(FTCM),	
which	offers	basic	theological	and	spiritual	development	to	Catholic	adults	wanting	to	
deepen	their	commitment	to	Jesus	and	fully	answer	their	baptismal	call	to	service,	as	well	
as	required	courses	for	catechist	certification

•	 More	than	500	children	celebrated	First	Eucharist	and	First	Penance.

•	 In	the	RCIA	process,	30	adults	and	children	were	baptized,	and	35	made	their	“Profession	
of	Faith”	to	come	into	full	communion	with	the	Catholic	Church.

Youth Ministry

•	 The	new	Saint	Joseph	Center	allows	us	to	offer	650	junior	high	and	high	school	teens	faith	
formation	sessions	on	Sunday	after	the	5	p.m.	Mass	and	Youth	Ministry	dinner.

•	 The	new	Youth	Ministry	website	(www.popym.com)	was	rolled	out	to	immerse	the	Church	
more	firmly	into	the	teen	culture.

•	 The	Servant	Leader	team	of	high	school	teens	and	adults	has	grown	from	40	to	70	
members	in	four	years.

•	 Monthly	youth	presentations	include	nationally		
	 acclaimed	speakers	and	groups,	like	Father	Stan		
	 Fortuna,	CFR,	Matt	Smith,	Comedy	Sportz,	and		
	 Righteous	B.

Building Faith & Relationships

Almost 300 junior high and high school teens 
attended one of our dozen Youth Ministry retreat or 
conference experiences, with 175 youth and adults 
staffing these weekends.

Blessed Beginnings

•	 Our	classrooms	in	the	newly	built	St.	Joseph	Center	allow	us	to	enroll	124	three	and	four-
year-olds	in	our	preschool	and	42	two-year-olds	in	our	Mother’s	Day	Out	program.

•	 With	the	completion	of	the	newly	covered	walkway	next	to	our	playground,	the	
preschoolers	have	an	easier	and	safer	access	to	the	building.

•	 We	purchased	new	training	materials	to	ensure	each	teacher	
completes	the	annual	15	hours	of	Early	Childhood	training.

•	 The	Blessed	Beginnings	four-year-old	classes	of	2008	and	2009	
have	each	raised	enough	money	to	purchase	a	new	green	bench	
for	our	playground.	

All Smiles at Blessed Beginnings

The newly renovated Blessed Beginnings playground provides a 
fun and safe environment for our children to get exercise and enjoy 
spending time outdoors.

Faith Formation Ministry

Awakenings

Catholic Way Bible Study

Clergy Presentations

Elementary Faith Formation

Evenings of Prayer

Lenten Parish Mission 

Little Rock Bible Study

MOMS Bible Study

RCIA

Sacramental Preparation for all ages

Vacation Bible School

Youth Ministry   
(6th – 12th grade)

Battle of the Bands

Bible Study

Boy Scouts

Catechist Ministry

Conferences & Summer Camps

Cook Ministry

Discerning with Others Ministry

Donuts and Jesus

Follow Perry Music Ministry

Freshman Initiation Night

Faith & Reason Ministry

Fall Carnival

Food Scavenger Hunt

Knights of Columbus Squires

Power Hour Adoration Nights

Pro-Life Youth Rally

Retreats

Red Carpet Affair Gala

Security Ministry

Servant Leader Team

Socials & Lock-Ins

Souper Bowl of Caring

Summer Softball League

Sunday Night Live Presentations

Touchdown for Life

Blessed Beginnings 
Preschool & MDO

Christmas Concert & Tree Lighting

Fire Truck & Mother Goose Visits

Halloween Carnival & All Saints Day 
Parade

Mad Science Performance

May Flower Procession

Oasis for Children

Parent Conferences, Progress 
Reports & Development 
Assessments

Rodeo Carnival & Go Western Days

Scholastic Book Fair

Thanksgiving Feast
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Community Life Ministry

•	 More	than	120	“Open	Wide	the	Door”	greeters,	hospitality	ministers	and	other	volunteers	
welcomed	over	6,500	people	each	Sunday	at	the	eight	weekend	Masses	and	25	Welcoming	
Sundays	and	community-centered	events.

•	 Over	300	attended	a	new	event,	a	Relics	Exposition	to	learn	about	belongings	of	departed	
saints	and	how	to	pray	with	them.

•	 Our	small	Christian	community	groups’	membership	grew	to	about	600	as	parishioners	joined	
together	to	study	scripture,	spiritual	topics	and	develop	friendships	through	faith	sharing.	

•	 In	our	third	year,	we	tripled	the	amount	of	people	who	came	through	our	doors	on	Ash	
Wednesday	during	the	lunch	hour	to	enjoy	delicious	homemade	soups.

Clothed with Compassion

With very little notice one weekend after Hurricane 
Ike’s devastation in October 2008, parishioners and 
small groups, such as Boy Scouts, Challenge Girls 
and Knights of Columbus collected four truckloads 
of clothing and household items for members of St. 
Mary’s Church in League City that suffered major 
losses. Photographed are Father Tom Lam and Sue 
Hofmeister, director of Community Life, who assisted.

Spanish Language Ministry

•	 During	the	month	of	October,	six	Spanish-speaking	couples	received	marriage	preparation	
and	were	joyfully	married	in	the	church’s	Group	Convalidation	in	December.	

•	 Different	cultures,	including	Filipino,	Anglo	and	Spanish-speaking,	were	united	in	faith	
at	the	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe	Vigil	&	Feast	Mass,	a	three-day	celebration	that	filled	the	
church	pews	with	hundreds	of	parishioners	who	came	together	to	express	their	devotion	to	
Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe.

•	 Close	to	90	Spanish-speaking	couples	from	our	community	attended	a	new	workshop	held	at	
the	church,	“Ríanse	para	un	Matrimonio	major”,	
which	was	sponsored	by	the	Archdiocese’s	
Family	Life	Ministry	and	focused	on	providing	
effective	communication	skills.

The Blessing of the Graduates 

Father Alfonso Delgado blesses a group of 
graduating high school seniors from the Spanish-
speaking community inside the Mary Chapel.

Retreats

ACTS (Men & Women)

Men’s Retreat at Holy Name Center

Women in the Spirit

Family Retreat

Marriage Retreats

Community Life Ministry

Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
Court of the Holy Family

Challenge Girls

Couples for Christ

Familia 

Genealogy Group

Legion of Mary

Living Matrimony 

Keenagers

Knights of Columbus & Ladies 
Auxiliary

Marriage Encounter 

M.O.M.S. (Moms Offering Moms 
Support)

Natural Family Planning

Red Hat Ladies  (P.O.P.T.A.R.T.S.)

Small Christian Communities

Social Group

Stewardship

Various prayer & bible study groups

Woodcarvers

“20 Somethings” Young Adults

Spanish Language 
Ministry

Christianity Cursillo

Christian Family Movement

Fifteenth Birthday Preparation

Guadalupano Group

Marriage Preparation

Mother’s Group

Neo Catechumenal Way

Prayer and Life Workshops

Prayer Group

Spanish Young Adults

Translation Team
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Communications Ministry
•	 After	a	communications	assessment	in	the	fall	2008,	a	comprehensive	plan	was	developed	

to	create	the	building	blocks	for	more	effective	communications	with	parishioners	and	
visitors	now	and	in	the	future.

•	 A	new	parish	logo	depicting	a	cross	was	created	to	better	reflect	the	supreme	symbol	of	our	
namesake,	Jesus	Christ,	who	is	our	Prince	of	Peace.

•	 A	team	of	parish	staff	with	input	from	volunteers	created	a	new	mission	statement	to	better	
define	our	purpose	as	one	faith	community.

•	 As	a	result	of	a	data	collection	campaign	at	weekend	Masses,	we	updated	the	church	database	
with	current	member	information	and	personally	invited	visitors	to	join	our	parish	family.



19222 Tomball Parkway, Houston, TX 77070-3510
281.469.2686

www.pophouston.org

Priests
Rev. John Keller
Rev. Alfonso Delgado
Rev. Tom Lam

Deacons
Jerry Bazan
Chuck Butler
Fred Dinges
C.J. Mangano
Al Prescott

Pastoral Associate
Deacon Chuck Butler

Ass’t to the Pastor
Paula Reed 

Administration
Mark Threlkeld
Lilia Berkley
Lili Gonzalez
Cynthia Martinez
Valeria Villasenor
Sergio Catalan
Tommy Frey
Steve Lieby
K.J. Renteria
Maynor Morales
Raul Regaldo

Child Care 
Cecilia Buice

Communications
Charles Butler

Community Life
Sue Hofmeister

Faith Formation
Tania M. Battaile
Mary Camarata
Maggie Ragusa

Outreach   
Susan Gallagher
Jeanie Romero
Xochitl Cantu

Pastoral Care
Deacon Al Prescott

Preschool & MDO
Stella Brooks
Kathy Cappelle

Spanish Language
Ivette Estrada

Worship
Deacon Fred Dinges
Susan Feller
Maria Beatriz Llinás
Claudia Angulo

Youth  
Matt Regitz
Dale Dlouhy
Dave Regitz 

Ou r Mi s s iO n stat e M e n t

We, as a Catholic faith community, answer God’s call 

to live out the Gospel through Sacramental worship,

formation, evangelization and serving those in need.

Main Church

Mary Chapel


