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I love the joy and excitement that Advent and Christmas brings 
to us all. It is a special season in the life of the church, and we 
have many special events planned through the end of the year. 

In November, students are learning about Esther in our Unit 
“Behind the Scenes” we have been digging into the story of 
Queen Esther and her family and making connections about how 
God works “behind the scenes” in our everyday lives. The most 
important character in Esther’s story isn’t always center stage 
but can often be found behind the scenes working,  helping, 
giving support, and giving peace. Over the last few months, Kids 
Connect classes have set aside the Sunday at the end of each 
unit for service--a special day where all age levels work together 
to use their spiritual gifts to serve others. This month Serve 
Sunday falls on November 27. Through their Bible lessons and 
acts of service, our students are beginning to see that helping 
others goes hand in hand with faith.  

December kicks off the Advent season with our Christmas Unit, 
“City of Angels.” In this four-week series, kids will explore the 
foundational stories of Jesus’ birth with a focus on the angels 
who were there to witness them! They will learn that Jesus is 
God’s plan, He calms our fears and makes everything new, and 
God’s love is for everyone.  

Our second annual “Flapjacks and Flannels” event is on 
Saturday, December 3, from 9:00-11:00 am. Bring your family, 
friends, wear your favorite flannel, and enjoy pancakes, crafts, 
games, and a visit from Santa.  

The culminating event of our advent unit will take place through 
an exciting, interactive, and charismatic Christmas Eve program 
during the 3pm service at the Mid-County Site and at the 8 pm 
service at the South-City Site. Children will be practicing during 
Kids Connect time, so be sure to have our stars present!  I look 
forward to continuing to work with all your precious children. It is 
a blessing to see them grow in their relationships with Jesus.

YEAR-END LEARNING AND  
FUN FOR KIDS AND  
FAMILIES AT SALEM 
- EMILY SMITH, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRYTRUNK OR TREAT AT SALEM



PRAISE AND PRAYER: BOARD UPDATE 
- LORI HAMBRICK (SALEM LEADERSHIP BOARD MEMBER)

GOD’S BIG TABLE 
- REV. DEBORAH LEMOINE

God, who gets invited 
to dinner at your place? 
How do we get 
on your guest list? 
- Psalm 15 (The Message)
 
I have been reading a Psalm 
a day from The Message, and 
Psalm 15 struck me as espe-
cially relevant as we prepare 
for Thanksgiving. “God, who 
gets invited to dinner at your 

place?” Who is eating where is always a topic of conver-
sation at my house this time of year. Are the kids coming 
home? Or, are we visiting them? Dinner at our house or 
at my mom’s? And, perhaps most important, how many 
pies am I making? I like to think about meals, and the Bible 
makes it clear that I am not alone. In the New Testament, 
there are many passages about the meals that Jesus ate, 
and who got invited. The invitation lists were often surpris-
ing, including both insiders and outsiders. The sinners and 
tax collectors were often right there with the religious elite. 
Jesus calls us to set a big table, and to issue invitations far 
beyond our immediate family. Salem does this so well. Each 
year we reach out to more people than the year before. 

Our online worship services and programming expands. 
The music school, Freedom School, and our special events 
welcome new families. Our nutrition and literacy programs 
feed people physically and spiritually and set kids on the 
path to find their own gifts and calling.  

Your giving allows us to set this big table and make the big 
invitations. The day after Thanksgiving we will turn on the 
Christmas lights at Salem, and Advent begins that Sunday. 
It will be a festive blur of concerts, music, and programs 
through the end of the year. And everyone is invited, thanks 
to you. For those of you who will be making year-end gifts 
to Salem’s ministries I thank you in advance. For those of 
you considering giving for the first time, I welcome your 
questions. Every gift makes the table a little bigger and ex-
tends the invitation a bit further. For those of you working 
with tax or estate professionals to make your giving more 
effective, know that I am happy to work with your team to 
make your vision a reality. Reach out to me directly if you’d 
like to talk about your giving strategy or the ways your giv-
ing is being put to work to connect all people with God’s 
extravagant love! 

Happy Thanksgiving!  
Pastor Deborah LeMoine

Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness 
no one can fathom . . . My mouth will speak in praise of 
the Lord.  Let every creature praise his holy name for ever 
and ever.  - Psalm 145: 2 & 21

In October, the Salem Leadership Board gathered to re-
flect on the accomplishments of the past year and to iden-
tify the next steps for the year to come. During our time 
of together, we identified ways in which Salem expanded 
outreach and ministry in a number of areas, including: 

·	 Nutrition ministry with LifeWise, Epworth,  
Freedom School, The Holy Smokers, and  
Haven Street. 

·	 Education ministry with LifeWise, Epworth,  
Freedom School, and Saint Louis Public Schools

·	 Music ministry with the creation of an on-site 
music school in partnership with The Third  
Viennese School of Music

Salem also provided numerous opportunities to support 
identification of unconscious and potentially systemic 
biases to enable stronger and deeper connections across 
all people through small groups and special events.

The Board also began to work on identifying goals for 
next year. As we reviewed our goals from the past five 
years, we were pleased to discover not only success in 
reaching those goals, but the realization that our goals 
expand and build on key themes every year–nutrition and 
literacy, outstanding music and worship, inclusivity, and 
welcome. Please join me, the Salem staff, and the Salem 
Leadership Board in praising God for all that the Salem 
faith community has accomplished in the past year and 
in praying about the goals for the year to come. While 
the Board sets goals for each year, we know we none of 
the goals can be achieved alone. The contributions of 
so many–your gifts of time, talent, prayers, service, and 
resources are what allows Salem to reach out into the St. 
Louis community to connect all people with God’s extrav-
agant love. 

Show me your ways, Lord; teach me your paths.  Guide 
me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, 
and my hope is in you all day long.  -Psalm 24:4-5



MEET SALEM’S NEW 
YOUTH PASTOR ELISABETH 
DANIELSONS

My name is Elisabeth Danielsons, and I am a United Meth-
odist provisional deacon and your new youth pastor! I have 
a self-proclaimed love of youth, especially middle school-
ers. My goal as a youth pastor is 
to journey alongside the youth, 
allowing them to form and adjust 
their own theology. Wondering 
and questioning in faith can be 
scary, but it is essential to growing 
deeper in relationship with God. 
Providing a safe space for students 
to do this in community allows a 
deeper faith that will carry youth 
into adulthood. I am excited for 
the opportunity to build connections among the current 
students and to reach into the larger St Louis area. Youth 
ministry is present within the church building on Sundays, 
but it can also be found on the soccer field on Saturday 
afternoon or via text chat at 9:00 PM on a weeknight 
check-in. With two different sites, Salem provides a unique 
opportunity to be in ministry within the church building 
and out in the community, and as a deacon, I’m excited to 
help connect the church to the world.

I have always felt a call to ministry in some way and knew 
I wanted to serve, but I was never quite sure where that 
path that would lead. In 2012, I accepted a call to be a 
US-2 missionary through Global Ministries of the UMC, 
landing me in Dallas, Texas, to serving as the Curriculum 
Coordinator for Project Transformation. It was in the heat 
of Texas that I finally accepted my call to be a UMC Dea-
con, knowing that I wanted to help people connect their 
faith in practice in the world. 

I assumed I would work in a nonprofit like what I enjoyed 
during my time as a US-2. But sometimes God laughs at 
the ultimatums we make, and that was the case for me as 
I found a position in a local church, where I was in charge 
of all Christian education and outreach. Leading the youth 
was the best part of my job. I found a love of working with 
young people during a critical time of life, and now I can’t 
imagine anything I would rather do!

Working with youth is my passion. I think this chapter of 
life is often awkward and rough--it was not easy or enjoy-
able for me. I love being able to journey alongside stu-
dents during this time of great transition from childhood to 
adulthood, from depending on parents’ beliefs to forming 
their own opinions.  Working with youth isn’t always the 
easiest role in the church, but it is one of great privilege to 
help shape disciples of Christ. I look forward to beginning 
my work with you on December 1!
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WORSHIP IN-PERSON OR ONLINE
In-Person Worship Schedule 
Mid-County: 9:30 am - Modern Worship (Multipurpose Room) 
Mid-County: 11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
South-City: 11:00 am - Modern Worship (The Connection Sanctuary) 
 
Online Worship Schedule Sundays or Anytime On-Demand 
9:30 am - Modern Worship Livestream 
11:00 am - Traditional Worship Livestream

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

SHARE A PRAYER REQUEST

Did you know you can share 
prayer requests with our staff and 
prayer team?  We regularly share 
a prayer list with our prayer team 
and staff, who will pray for your 
request, and will contact you if 
you request follow-up care. 

We have a variety of teams and ministries that will 
help you find a place to serve and use your skills and 
passions. We think you’ll find that the time and en-
ergy you invest will offer returns in new friendships, 
spiritual growth, and personal satisfaction through 
seeing the impact you can make to our community.
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